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m, cover up in synthetics 
when nature welcomes you? 
All our duvet covers are pure 
natural cotton - this one hand 
painted batik in fresh yellow 
or blue. Come and see this 
and other craft made articles 
for the home at Outlet prices. 

one village 

On the A44 in Woodstock 


inside The DOOR 

This special issue celebrates the visit of 
the Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr George 
Carey and Mrs Carey, to the Oxford 
Diocese from March 2-5 with six pages 
of reports and pictures 


The Archbishop - a man with a mission page 2 
The DOOR's exclusive interview page 5 

Four days with Dr and Mrs Carey pages 1 0 & t I 
Photographic highlights page 20 

Also in this DOOR: ‘The Weekend that Changed 
the World’ Peter Walker writes on the centrality 
of the Resurrection page 8 


It isn’t often that you go for a walk with an Archbishop of 
Canterbury. But that is exactly what happened on March 5 
to two little seven-year olds, Camilla Bishop (left) and 
Annie Whilby, from St Mary’s Church of England Infants 
School, Witney, in West Oxfordshire. Chattering happily 
and hand-in-hand with Dr Carey, they led a crocodile of 


F rank talk about farming problems 
around a kitchen table, an afternoon 
with homeless people in the city of 
Oxford, an experience of multi-cultural life 
in Slough, civic receptions in Reading’s 
football stadium, and in Aylesbury’s 
ancient Judges Lodgings, meetings with 
clergy and with theological students and 
three public lectures on mission in the new 
millennium - these were just some of the 
events that the Archbishop of Canterbury 
packed into their recent four-day stay in 
the Oxford Diocese. 

The Archbishop said he was coming to 
learn about the life and work of the church 
and community in the Oxford Diocese and 
the result was a richly varied programme 
which took Dr and Mrs Carey on a 300-mile 
journey through Berkshire, Bucks and 
Oxfordshire. 

‘There is no doubt that the Archbishop 
was enormously encouraged by all he saw 
and we felt enormously encouraged by his 
visit’ the Bishop of Oxford told the 
Diocesan Synod on March 12. He said that 
in a letter of thanks the Archbishop had 
spoken of ‘a purpose and confidence in 
ministry that crushes the tired old slogan 
of the Church in decline’. 


His zest and love of the Lord 

In an exclusive interview with The DOOR 
(page 5) the Archbishop said that he had 
been very impressed by the Oxford Diocese 
especially by a sense of unity which he had 
not always felt elsewhere. ‘My impression is 
that this Diocese is at peace, working well 
together and has got a lot to share with the 
rest of the Church’, the Archbishop said. 

The Bishop of Oxford also commented on 
Dr Carey’s extraordinary resilience, in the 
face of such a heavy schedule. ‘He was in 
extremely good form and is obviously on 
top of his job’ he said. In his interview with 
The DOOR, the Archbishop attributed his 
energy and good humour to ‘zest, good 
health and a love of the Lord’. 

The Archbishop’s love of the Lord was 
indeed apparent to all who met him. So too 
was his affection for people and his fervent 
commitment to mission and evangelism. 
Speaking to students in Oxford he said, ‘We 
are all called to be missionaries’. 


CHRIST IS RISEN INDEED 

Easter message from the Bishop of Oxford 


There is a story from the darkest days of 
Communist rule in Russia.The authorities, 
worried about the persistence of religious 
belief, sent out an atheist propagandist. He 
gathered people in the village square and 
harangued them for some hours. At the end 
the old village priest got up and proclaimed 
‘Christ is risen’.The crowd thundered back 
‘He is risen indeed’. Alas, the Easter procla- 
mation would not receive that response in 
our society. Indeed, in some churches, the 
response can hardly be called thunderous. 

When Billy Graham was leaving the Soviet 
Union after a successful preaching tour the 
Patriarch asked him in what way he himself 
had been influenced by his contact with 
Christians in Russia. Billy Graham replied 
that in future he would try to make the res- 
urrection of Christ more central to his 
preaching. 

The cross and resurrection of Christ is the 
foundation upon which the whole universe 
stands, the centre to which all history points 
and from which all futures flow.The whole of 
our life and our approaching death need to 
be seen in this light and shaped by it. And 
what a joyful light it is. May this Easter joy 
permeate us through 

/. +-. t 

The Bishop of Oxford is pictured above with the Archbishop 
at the new Luther Street Medical Centre in Oxford. It pro- 
vides medical and support services for homeless people . 


children, teachers, parents, and clergy, including the 
Bishops of Oxford and Dorchester, in a unique ten-minute 
walk through the town centre to the surprise and delight of 
passers-by.Their destination was The Batt C E School to 
which the girls and most of their classmates will be trans- 
ferring in September. Photos: Frank Blackwell 


Souvenir edition to mark 
the visit of the Archbishop of 
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The Archbishop ends his visit with 
lunch at Diocesan Church House 



Staff and friends gathered at Diocesan Church House to say goodbye to Dr and 
Mrs Carey at the end of their four-day visit.The Bishop of Oxford spoke of the 
Archbishop’s ‘warm pastoral heart’ and the Archbishop paid tribute to Bishop 
Richard’s work - as chairman of Board of Social Responsibility, in the House of 
Lord and in other areas. He spoke of a vibrancy ‘in this splendid Diocese*. 


Mission in the Millennium 


R ecommitment to a God whose mis- 
sion is to serve, to save and to renew 
was the Archbishop of Canterbury’s 
theme at the Minster Church of St Mary, 
Reading on March 3, the second of two 
public lectures on aspects of ‘mission in 
the new Millennium’. 

In Oxford on March 2, 
the Archbishop had 
focussed on the 
Anglican Communion 
for a student audience 
at St Aldate’s Church. In Reading he 
encouraged over 650 people to look 
beyond the difficulties and to step for- 
ward with confidence into the next 
Millennium through recapturing God’s 
perspective. ‘It is only when our footholds 
are secure that we can move forward in 
confidence,’ he said. 

‘We bear witness to a far greater 
authority than any human government. 
Indeed it is the authority of Jesus, our 
Lord, that so many are looking for today. 
We have his authority to ‘go and share’. 
Let us do so in his name and to his glory,’ 
the Archbishop concluded in Reading. 

It was fitting that in the ecumenical 
Church of Christ the Cornerstone in 
Milton Keynes, the Archbishop should 
turn to the ecumenical challenge of mis- 
sion. He said that Jesus; prayer that ‘they 


all may be one’ means that unity is the 
vision of Christ himself. ‘We must yearn 
for it, pray for it and work for it,’ he said. 

Divisions between Churches could 
only be dismantled by love of one anoth- 
er, by understanding what we have ih 
common and by addressing the theologi- 
cal issues. We also 
should make time 
to pray and worship 
together with other 
Christians. ‘We 
should not be surprised if unity is slow in 
coming when we spend so little time with 
our fellow Christians’, Dr Carey said. 

The Archbishop said that he thought 
more Christians would support the cause 
of unity if they saw the point of it. ‘The 
goal, the purpose of unity is the conver- 
sion of the world. What gives Christians 
the right to talk about Christ reconciling 
the divisions of the human family when 
we cannot agree among ourselves?’ 

The unity that really mattered cannot 
be imposed by Archbishops or Popes. It is 
Christ who calls us to a unity which is his 
will, and the nearer we come to Christ the 
nearer we come together, he said. 

Thejull texts of the Arch bishop’s addresses in 
Reading and Milton Keynes are available from 
Tessa Proud at Diocesan Church House, tele- 
phone 01865 208200. 


Excerpts from the Archbishop’s 
public lectures in Reading and 
Milton Keynes 


Searching 
questions from 
future priests 

S t John's Church, Iffley Road, 
the college chapel of St 
Stephen’s House, was packed 
on March 2 when students 
from Oxford’s three theologi- 
cal colleges and the St Albans 
and Oxford Ministry Course 
came to meet the Archbishop 
of Canterbury. He was accom- 
panied by Mrs Carey and by 
the Bishop of Oxford, 

The audience of future clergy, 
which represented a truly 
broad cross-section of tradi- 
tions and opinions within 
Anglicanism, had an hour to 
question Dr Carey on such 
subjects as the position of the 
Prince of Wales as eventual 
Supreme Governor of the 
Church of England, the conse- 
quences for women’s ministry 
of the Act of Synod, and the 
church’s role in the forthcom- 
ing Millennium celebrations. 

Millennium resolution 

On this last question, Dr Carey 
replied that he would be 
happy to participate in the cel- 
ebrations if they incorporated 
a substantial religious input 
and that he would read the 
’Millennium Resolution’ only if 
he were allowed to read the 
Lord’s Prayer and some other 
prayers at the same time. 
Asked what was his proudest 
achievement during his prima- 
cy, the Archbishop expressed a 
hope that the Church of 
England had become a more 
confident Church with a new 
understanding of the relation- 
ship between mission and 
evangelism and its pastoral 
role. 

His visit ended with Evensdng 
sung to plain chant and the 
Dyson settings of the 
Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis 
and dinner with staff from the 
colleges and ministry course . 
Stuart Richards is a Diocese of 
Oxford ordinand at St Stephen's 
House. He hopes to be ordained at 
Christ Church this Petertide, and to 
serve his title at All Saints, Reading. 
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Relaxation-Healing Music 

used in Mother Teresa's Medical Camps 

Inspired piano music to help you regain the 
inner PEACE that soothes and heals. 


David Bailey is an international conceit pianist who prayed for his music 
to help others . . . thus inspiring "Music to Dream By". A top eye sur- 
geon from London took it to Bohpal in India to use for his own relaxation 
while working at one of Mother Teresa’s Medical Camps. There he found 
only enough anaesthetic for 1 00 cataract operations but 350 children 
were waiting. The surgeon prayed for help. "Put David's cassette on" 
came the answer. 

The doctors then performed the operations using tiny amounts of anaesthetic. All the children 
were able to benefit. Mother Teresa sent a blessing to David. Since then David's flow of 
inspired music has increased and a New Concept in healing 
relaxation music is the result. 

B Music to hel p you with: 

Meditation "Stillness" 

Relaxation "Leaves in the Wind" 

Cancer "Beyond the Self" 

Gratitude "Touches the Soul" 

Surrender "Music to Dream By" 

New Video Release: CHARTRES - Heaven on Earth. A celebration of "man made in the 
image of God", represented in the sacred architecture, stained glass and music of this mag- 
nificent Cathedral. Prof. Ketih Critchlow (Prince of Wales Trust) takes us on a brilliant journey 
of discovery and revelation. Available at £18 inc. 


Cassettes: £8 each or any 3 for £22 (P+P included) 

CDs: £11 each or any 3 for £30 

Orders to: MR Facets, 8 Coed Gwydyr, Trefriw, LL27 OJR, North Wales 
Tel: 01492 642451. Fax: 01492 642011 
VISA & MASTERCARD ACCEPTED/ Delivery by RETURN 



THE HAMELIN CHRISTIAN! 
HEALINC CENTRE 

An opportunity to receive 
Healing Ministry on a residential 
basis, incorporating a full range 
of Natural Healing treatments by 
Christian Practitioners 
For details apply 
Link Ministries 
20 Penfold Road 
Clacton on Sea C015 1JN 
01255 474456 

Charity No 1057030 


★ ★★ 


DAVID 
WASLEY 

M.A. • ATC 

• DipAD 

• FMGP 

Desper/Arlisl 
in Stained Glass 

CONSERVATOR 
AND 

'RESTORATION 
SPECIALIST 

Telephone/Facsmle 

01494 

773712 




BAHAMAS CRUISE AND 
FABULOUS FLORIDA HOLIDAY 

ITINERARY 

Day One - Saturday Depart for your flight to Orlando on 
a major scheduled airline. Arrive Orlando Airport. 

Transfer to your hotel. Welcome meeting at hotel. 

Overnight accommodation in Orlando. 

Day Two through Day Six. Transfer to Port Canaveral. Board and check into the 
cruise ship to depart at, 16.30. Cruise to Freeport and Nassau in the Bahamas. All 
meals, entertainment and ship's facilities are included! 

Day Six through Day Eleven - Thursday to Tuesday. Return to Port Canaveral at 
0700 and transfer to car rental location (car included). Pick up rental car and drive 
to your hotel in Orlando located minutes from Disneyworld. Accommodation for six 
nights. Welcome meeting and complimentary refreshments. Collect two one day 
complimentary tickets to Disneyworld. 

Day Seven. Enjoy your day at Disneyworld. 

Day Twelve - Wednesday. Check out of hotel. Return car rental. Board flight for 
return home. (Aah). 

We know that you will really enjoy this holiday or could it even be a 
Honeymoon! 



MEXICO AND FLORIDA OR BAHAMAS AND FLORIDA 
Call Caribbean Cruises 07010 703395/6 

SPECIAL Announcement for Businesses! CALL US FOR MORE INFORMATION 

Flights are at the cheapest full economy fare. Accommodation, meals, 

5 day cruise and car hire included for the cost of the voucher. 
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Oxford Sleep-out pays off 

Ten local organisations which help 
homeless and badly-housed people 
were each presented with a cheque 
for £2,000, money raised by the 
Oxford Sleep-out 1998. The cheques 
were presented by the Lord Mayor 
of Oxford on March 24. In four years 
the Sleep-Out has raised over 
£61,000, of which £20,500 was 
raised in 1998. Sleep-Out events in 
1999 include a street collection in 
October and mini Sleep-Outs 
throughout November. Details from 
David Belton on 01869 350405. 


Holywell Open Day 

Holywell Cemetery in Oxford is to 
hold an Open Day on April 18 from 
2-5pm which will include guided 
walks in the cemetery to help visi- 
tors spot the wildlife and hear the 
history of some of the famous peo- 
ple who are buried here, who 
include Walter Pater (1839-1894), a 
former Fellow of Brasenose College. 
The Open Day coincides with the 
opening of Holywell Manor Gardens. 


Ecclesiastical prizes 

Two priests from the Oxford Diocese 
were among 24 clergy from all over 
the country to win Ecclesiastical 
Insurance bursary awards. 

The Revd Philip Roderick, 
founder of the Quiet Garden Trust 
and Vicar of St Michael and All 
Angel’s, Amersham won his award 
to develop a course for a new inter- 
national Order of Religious 
Teachers. Philip believes there are 
many skilled Christian communica- 
tors in their middle years who are 
ideal for the role of forming a teach- 
ing network at the centre of the 
Church. 

An award also went to the Revd 
David Byrne, Team Vicar of the 
Parishes of St John the Evangelist, 
Woodley and St James, Southlake, 
who, after 25 years in ministry, will 
take a three-month sabbatical in Israel. 


Moving on together as one 

St Mary’s Twyford in the Berkshire 
Archdeaconry was the venue for an 
annual briefing day earlier this year 
for Deanery Ecumenical 
Representatives from across the 
Oxford Diocese. 

Under the title of ‘Moving on as 
One’, the Revd Bill Snelson, General 
Secretary of Churches Together in 
England, reviewed the ecumenical 
progress and ‘pinch points’ since the 
‘Called to be One* initiative. He also 
highlighted the pros and cons of the 
Church of England being the estab- 
lished Church and the problems of 
inter-communion. 

A number of representatives 
focussed on ecumenical activity in 
their area, while Canon Derek 
Palmer enthusiastically encouraged 
participation in Millennium initia- 
tives and the Revd Will Adam gave 
an illustrated impression of the 
World Council of Churches meeting 
in Harare (see also March DOOR). 


Newspaper man to head 
Church Army PR 

The former Regional Director of the 
Western Region of the Church 
Army has been appointed Press and 
Media Officer for the Church Army. 
Originally from Liverpool, Captain 
Tennant worked in the tape room 
of the Daily Mail in Fleet Street 
before joining the Church Army in 
1962. He has been the Diocesan 
Evangelist in both the Leicester and 
Chichester Dioceses and spent the 
last 11 years in senior management. 
‘My main aim is to awaken a deep- 
ening interest in and concern for 
evangelism from our local church- 
es’, he said. The Church Army is an 
Anglican Mission agency engaged 
in and training others for evange- 
lism. Captain Tennant will be 
working from home in Abingdon. 

Bishops* pilgrimage to 
support Arab hospital 

The Bishops of Buckingham and of 
Reading are to lead an unusual pil- 
grimage to the Holy Land in the 
year 2001. As well as visiting all the 
places associated with the life of 
Jesus, a key element of the pro- 
gramme is to establish a link with 
the Ahli Arab Hospital in Gaza. 

‘During the Millennium year, 
thousands of visitors will journey 
to the Holy Land’, say Bishop Mike 
and Bishop Dominic, ‘but most will 
have little contact with the living 
Christian church. The Diocese of 
Oxford is delighted to respond pos- 
itively to an invitation from Bishop 
Riah Abu El-Assal, Bishop of 
Jerusalem, to bring people into 
contact with worshipping congre- 
gations in his diocese’. 

The Ahli Arab Hospital has a 
bold Christian vision to offer med- 
ical care with no discrimination on 
grounds of religion, sex, culture or 
race. ‘To help them fulfil this vision 
we plan to raise funds for much- 
needed hospital equipment and 
medicines,* say the bishops. 
Pilgrimage organisers McCabe 
Travel is providing £2,000 towards 
the project. If you would like to be 
part of Pilgrim 2001, register now 
(places are limited) by contacting 
Mrs Rita Holden, c/o Bishop’s 
House, Tidmarsh Lane, Tidmarsh 
RG8 8HA. Tel: 0118 984 1216. The 
cost is £1,000 each and the pilgrim- 
age is from September 4-14, 2001. 


Photos of Archbishop’s Visit 

Enlargements of the photographs 
Commemorating the Archbishop of 
Canterbury’s visit to the Oxford 
Diocese which appear in this issue 
may be ordered at standard press 
rates: 7x5 inches @ £4.50 each and 
10x7 inches @ £6 each. Please add 
75p to total for postage and packag- 
ing. Send cash with order to: Frank 
Blackwell, 1 Beechcroft, Dorchester- 
on-Thames, Wallingford Oxon 0X10 
7LS. All profits will be donated to 
the Children’s Society. 


Bishop Dominic overcomes preaching ban in India 


The Bishop of Reading, the Rt Revd 
Dominic Walker, had first-hand 
experience of the rise in Hindu fun- 
damentalism in India when he 
visited Kerala this February to 
attend the 
Maramon 
Convention, an 
annual event 

which attracts up 
to 250,000 Indian 
Christians. 

Local police 
tried to prevent 
Bishop Dominic 
from preaching by claiming that he 
was an illegal missionary. The situ- 
ation was not resolved until a local 
Bishop and a Christian MP travelled 
to Delhi to persuade the Indian 
Home Office to overturn the ruling. 
‘Being forbidden to preach remind- 
ed me of one of the Early Fathers 


who said that a bishop is most 
Christ-like when he is silent,’ said 
Bishop Dominic. ‘Preaching to such 
vast numbers who are waiting to be 
fed by the word of God is a very 
humbling experi- 
ence*. 

The Bishop 
was invited to 
Kerala by the Mar 
Thoma Church 
which traces its 
roots back to 
52AD when, 
according to tra- 
dition, St Thomas brought the 
Gospel to India. One of the reasons 
for current Hindu unrest, said the 
Bishop, is the view that Christianity 
is a ‘colonial import’ when in fact 
Mar Thoma Church history proves 
that Christianity has been in India 
longer than it has in Britain. 




Marston’s Red Nose triumph 


month o 
a school 


Stoke Poges: worries about DNA 

In the latest in a series of talks on Ethics, Morals and 
Faith at St Andrew’s Church in Stoke Poges Dr Chris 
Woods called for a moral and Christian leadership in 
the management of genetically modified drugs and 
food. Dr Woods said the techniques have been in use for 
many years, but without controls firmly based in 
Christian ethical standards, we could be creating a time 
bomb which spells disaster for ourselves and future gen- 
erations. Dr Wood was for many years a consultant 
surgeon specialising in the treatment and research of 
cancer. He is now chairman of a biotechnology company 
developing new treatments for cancer. 


Oxford Pentecost 

Oxford church leaders are 
holding a joint Pentecost 
Sunday event at St 
Clement’s Church on May 
23 at 6.30pm. The speaker 
will be Steve Thomas of 
Oxfordshire Community 
Churches. The five church 
leaders involved say God is 
mobilising the church in a 
fresh way for evangelism. 
‘We have seen a developing 
sense of trust between 
church leaders, particularly 
through monthly Church 
Leaders’ Prayer Breakfasts’, 
they say. Details from Andy 
O’Connell tel 01865 
723338/793003 or email 
AndyO@occ.org.uk 


Ark-T makes music 

The Ark-T Centre in 
Oxford is opening a studio 
where young musicians 
will be able to perform, 
and make their own 
recordings. A £2,500 grant 
from the Prince’s Trust 
enabled the Centre to pur- 
chase a 16-track digital 
recording studio with CD 
burner. ‘I want young peo- 
ple to explore their own 
talents,’ said the Ark-T 
youth worker Stewart 
Ford, who is on a three- 
year placement at the 
Centre while he completes; 
his Degree in Youth and 
Community Work and 
Applied Theology. 


British charities help Sierra Leone 

Reading-based Children’s Aid Direct is providing essen- 
tial medical supplies for health workers in rural areas of 
Sierra Leone. Anne Walsh, International Health Advisor 
for the charity, says rural hospitals have run out of 
drugs. She knows of one health centre which is coping 
with an additional 16,000 displaced people. 

The conflict in Sierra Leone is extremely brutal, says 
Tearfund. ‘Civilians are being used as human shields 
and amputations are routinely carried out as a terror 
tactic,* said project officer, Andy Morgan.Tearfund is 
funding an emergency feeding programme for 
Freetown’s estimated 100,000 displaced people. 

Sparks fly at Reading Deanery talk 

Clergy and lay readers of Reading Deanery were treated 
to an intense 60-minute talk delivered at breakneck 
speed when the Dean of Westminster, the Revd Dr 
Wesley Carr was invited to speak on ‘Church and Society’ 
at a mid-Lent Chapter evening, reports Canon Brian 
Shenton. The Dean traced the influences which have 
shaped the Church of England in this century, concen- 
trating on the War years and creation of the Welfare 
State, to show how each socio-economic development 
has been matched by a ‘knee-jerk’ reaction from the 
Church. Looking into the future, he predicted the 
inevitability of a managerial role for the Primate, with 
the new Archbishop’s Council taking on a ‘New Labour’ 
stance of amassing headline themes ‘to drive policies 
forward’. 

Dean Carr’s high intensity word-delivery had the 
audience on the edge of their seats, says Canon Shenton. 
The only pity was that the audience did not match the 
size of that which turned out for the Archbishop of 
Canterbury a few days earlier. 


news in brief 

The Installation of David Rossdale and 
David Maclnnes as Honorary Canons of 
Christ Church will take place on July 17. 

The Bishop of Oxford will officially 
open a new extension at St John’s 
Church, Hempton on April 22. 
Admission to the opening is by invita- 
tion only as the church is so small, but 
other visitors are welcome to a Plant 
Sale and Penny Collection at the church 
on April 24 from 2.3O430pm. 

% 

The Revd Chris Denham of Haddenham is 
running an ‘MoT for Marriages’ course to 
‘put some zest back into their marriages’. 

The Rt Revd A Gordon, formerly Dean of 
Christ Church, is to preach at 5pm 
Evensong at All Saints’, Headington, 
Oxford on Good Friday. 

The Caerphilly Male Voice Choir will be per- 
forming at St Mary’s Charlbury on April 24 
at 7.30pm. Tickets £7.50 from 01608 670394. 

Admission to the Long Crendon Mystery 
Plays on May 6-8, is by prior purchase of 
tickets only from 01844 208358. 

Our apologies for missing Bob Hain from 
our list of ‘Local Heroes’ in the February 
DOOR. The former churchwarden of 
Stonesfield, Mr Hain was awarded the MBE 
for his work with disabled people. 

The Youth Team from St Peter’s Earley 
won St Peter’s Annual Pancake Party on 
Shrove Tuesday. The runners-up were 
the Adult Team from St Luke’s. 

The Bishop of Buckingham told members 
of the Thame Valley Team Ministry that 
unity has to be worked for. At a church 
weekend held in Northampton, the Bishop 
said, ‘We can’t just say prayers about loving 
one another without practically working 
that love out and living lives worthy of our 
calling. If we care about the Church, the 
Bride of Christ, we have to be purposeful 
about building a community where people 
count and where relationships matter*. 

Entries are invited for the Shelagh 
Brown Memorial Prize. Entrants aged 
under 35 must write a 6,000-word essay 
on 'Bringing the Bible alive for children 
under 11’. The deadline is August 31. 
Details from BRF, Peter's Way, Sandy 
Lane West, Oxford 0X4 5HG. Tel: 01865 
748227. Email: enquiries@brf.org.uk 

Professor Gerard Unger, who designed the 
Swift typeface used for body text in The 
DOOR, has been commissioned by the 
Vatican to design a new typeface for the 
Millennium. 


Countrywide 

Piano Centre Ltd. 


* Digital Electric Pianos 

* YAMAHA Clavinova 
* Technics Digital Pianos 

Interest Free Credit on all new 
Pianos 
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Free ground floor delivery 
on all pianos supplied. 
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194 Penn Road, Hazlemere 
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Synod struggles with issues of 
poverty and homosexuality 


A n unskilled worker in the United Kingdom will 
live on average five years less than a profession- 
al worker, the gap is growing and state benefits 
are too low to provide an income which will sustain 
good health says the Acheson Report, Inequalities in 
Health. The report concludes that poor socio-economic 
circumstances from the womb to old age have bad 
effects on health. It is one of four recent reports 
which provided the basis for a presentation on the 
link between poverty and poor health at th# Diocesan 
Synod in High Wycombe on March 12. 

The poverty debate came in response to a private 
member’s motion moved by the Revd Paul Nicolson 
(Wycombe Deanery) in his last Synod. A tireless cam- 
paigner for social justice, he is retiring to Poplar in 
east London to continue that work for the Zacchaeus 
2000 Trust which builds teams to help people prepare 
their means statements for the magistrates, raises 
money to research adequate minimum incomes and 
commissions theological responses to that work. He 
asked Synod to welcome the Acheson report, the 
research by the Family Budget Unit (FBU) into mini- 
mum income standards. Low Cost but Acceptable, 
Nicholas Sagovsy’s theological response Low Cost but 
Just and the New Policy Institute report Monitoring 
Poverty and Social Exclusion. 

If you are going to address health you 
have to address poverty too 
‘If you are going to address health issues you have to 
address issues of poverty too,’ said Dr Sian Griffiths, 
Director of Public Health for Oxfordshire, one of a 
panel of four experts who highlighted aspects of the 
link between social conditions and health. Mrs 
Hermione Parker, editor of Low Cost but Unacceptable, 
said the research results were showing a shortfall of 
£40 a week between the minimum income required 
for a family of four and that provided by income sup- 
port. The Revd Professor Nicholas Sagovsky, Professor 
of Applied Theology at Newcastle University, said that 
the FBU report showed how unjust it is that human 
need is not being met in wealthy Britain today. 

In the debate that followed. Professor Chris 
Rowland, chairman of the Board of Social 
Responsibility, said this admirable initiative should 
be central to our lives as Christians. He also assured 
Paul Nicolson that his work and concerns were inte- 
gral to the work of the BSR. The Synod agreed 
unanimously to invite the Diocesan Board of Social 
Responsibility and the General Synod to consider the 
reports and to encourage policies and action to 
improve the health of the poor in the UK. 

Homosexuality - an exercise in 
courteous listening 

The issue of human sexuality is the most divisive in 
the Church today but it is important to remember 
that the fundamental rock on which we all stand 


together is our life in Christ, said the Bishop of 
Oxford. He was introducing a teach-in on human sex- 
uality to bring Synod up-to-date with the 
homosexuality debate since the publication in 1991 
of the House of Bishops’ report Issues in Human 
Sexuality . 

The Bishop’s wide-ranging paper covered the histo- 
ry of the gay movement, pressure groups, 
organisations which claim to ‘heal’ homosexuality, 
Biblical perspectives and the debate in the Anglican 
Communion including the Lambeth Conference. 
Referring to the ‘thoughtful traditionalists’ who had 
produced the St Andrew's Day Statement, he said that 
their second publication. The Way Forward had includ- 
ed essays by people who questioned the Church’s 
traditional position as ‘an exercise in courteous listen- 
ing’. This was in the spirit of the open debate which 
the Bishops have called for, he said. 

There was a debate but no vote. Gavin Oldham 
(General Synod) felt that contraception had shifted 
the emphasis from procreation to enjoyment and had 
brought both good and evil. The sin was the indul- 
gence of self which was present in all kinds of sexual 
activity both in and outside marriage. The Revd 
Richard Thomas (Abingdon) asked what we are doing 
to encourage stable gay relationships. ‘I question the 
view that if you are gay you have to be chaste,’ he said. 

Heather Llewellyn, a chairman of the Diocese’s 
Family Life and Marriage Education group said that as 
a probation officer she often saw people damaged by 
lack of love who needed to be accepted even if they 
are ‘not as we would like them to be,’ while Doris 
Swinbank (Maidenhead), a counsellor, pointed out 
that in adolescence there was a tendency to same-sex 
relationships, most of which are not physical, to 
which people sometimes temporarily regressed in 
times of stress eg in a prisoner of war camp. There 
was, she felt, an element of choice which made it dif- 
ficult to say that homosexual practice was compatible 
with Scripture. 

A sense of agony while wanting 
to hold the line 

The Bishop of Buckingham probably spoke for many 
when he thanked Bishop Richard for his very helpful 
paper. He also spoke of his struggle in trying to bal- 
ance Biblical theology with the new situation. He felt 
a strong conviction about what Scripture said but 
that didn’t make him homophobic. ‘I share a sense of 
agony while wanting to hold the line,’ he said. He said 
he was committed to listening to the experiences of 
gay people but wondered how much we listened to 
those ‘quietly committing themselves to celibacy.’ 

Christine Zwart 

Issues of Human Sexuality: The Synod debate is part of an 
ongoing debate throughout the Diocese. Study material is avail- 
able to parishes and so too is a team of speakers' representing 
different viewpoints. For details of these and for copies of the 
Bishop’s paper contact Jo Saunders at Church House. 


Celia Wheeler - ‘she reflected everything 
we all believe teaching to be about’ 


C elia Wheeler, Headteacher of Little 
Marlow School, died on Thursday, 
February 25 surrounded by the love 
and warmth of her husband Graham 
and her sons. She fought with great 
courage and resilience against the 
aggressive cancer which attacked her 
body last October. 

Celia’s commitment to the children 
reflected her deep faith and vision and 
her sense of teaching as a vocation. In a 
culture where words like leadership 
and vision have become cliches it was a 
privilege to know someone like Celia 
who lived out her faith and vision in her 
daily life. 

Despite the seriousness of her condi- 
tion, Celia turned up for the school’s 
Christmas concert in Little Marlow 
Church. I sat next to her as she 
mouthed the words of every song and 
carol and observed how her pupils, see- 
ing beyond the surgery on her face, 
simply reflected delight that she was 


there with them.The effort it must have 
taken Celia to be there is almost 
impossible to imagine. 

I remember reading with a sense of 
irony the vast amount of money that 
was spent on cinema adverts to per- 
suade young people to become 
teachers.They thought the way to do 
this was to use celebrities to talk about 
their favourite teacher. The campaign 
was a dismal failure. I thought then that 
a ten minute film of Celia at work 
would have been enough to tempt any 
young person into considering teaching 
as a career. You could not fail to be 
touched by her passion, her commit- 
ment and her delight in the children in 
her care. She reflected everything we all 
believe teaching should be about And of 
course she thought she was doing 
nothing out of the ordinary. 

Danny Sullivan 

Danny Sullivan is Diocesan Schools Adviser 
for Bucks, Milton Keynes and Slough 



Dorothy’s part in the 
Moroccan bike ride 
for Children's Society 


1999 is ‘the International Year of 
Older Persons’ and 73 year-old Mrs 
Dorothy Shirley (left) from North 
Leigh Church in Oxfordshire started 
the year in style. She decided to ride 
in the Great Moroccan Bike Ride 
over the Atlas Mountains from April 
24 to May 2 in aid of the Children’s 
Society. She even raised the £ 1 495 
needed to take part but a bad fall on 
a practice spin revealed some 
medical problems and she has had to 
abandon her plans. However, there is 
good news for the Children’s Society. 
Mrs Glynis Tipping, a younger 
member of the congregation and an 
experienced cyclist, agreed to take 
Dorothy’s place in the Ride so her 
efforts won’t be wasted. 

To sponsor the Ride ring 01993 881620. 


Review ofVacancy in See Regulations 

A group has been appointed, in response to a resolution of 
General Synod, to review the constitution and operation of 
the Crown Appointments Commission (CAC), the opera- 
tion of the Vacancy in See Committees Regulation 1993 
and the election of bishops by cathedral chapters. The 
review will be within the framework set by the 1976 agree- 
ment between Church and State which led to the formation 
of the CAC. The group has requested written evidence on 
the matters under review. Anyone wishing to make such a 
submission should send it to the Diocesan Secretary, 
Church House, Oxford 0X2 0NB by April 30, 1999. 


Full colour 

photographs 

We are most 
grateful to WHY 
Publications, 
our advertising 
agents, for meet- 
ing the extra 
costs of the full 
colour pictures 
in this souvenir 
issue. 


Celtic Eclipse Ltd 

® 4 The Most Awesome Holiday 

% t * Opportunity This Millennium 

Call us on 
FREEPHONE 
, Booking Line 

(0800) 917 4458 

for Your Free Brochure 




Book Now To Reserve Your 
— IM — i t . Grandstand View and Get A 

25% DISCOUNT 

(OFFER ENDS 31 ST MARCH) 

Holiday Sites set in Superb Locations in Cornwall and South Devon 

Offering extensive Catering/ Shops/ Restaurants and Inns 
On Site daily family entertainment, including: 

Top Names from the world of Showbiz, Children's Activities, 
Hot-Air Balloon Spectacular, Helicopter Rides and Much More. 
Luxury Ready Erected Bungalow Tents available for Hire 


ATTENTION ALL TRADERS 

If you wish to book space on our sites, tel/fax 01326 290557 

Visit our Website: http.//business.thisiscomwall.co.uk/celtic-eclipse 


Call us Free on 0800 91 74455 
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Near Mevagissey on Cornwall's South Coast 

OFFERING OVER 2 MINUTES 
FULL ECLIPSE ON 11/8/99 
LARGE MARQUEE, BAR, 
ENTERTAINMENT, ESSENTIAL SUPPLIES. 

All facilities. 10 mins beaches, Lost Gardens of Heligan. 
Min stay 3 nights. 10% DISCOUNT BEFORE 31/3/99 

Details/Booking forrn 01726 77660 


Experience the 
Total Eclipse 
in Cornwall 

On August 11th, 1999 

10 nights Free camping 
when you book 4 nights 
at just £25 
per night per pitch 

Camp in fields in beautiful 
location near Falmouth, 
centre of Eclipse line where 
Patrick Moore will be based. 
Enquiries to: 

01326 250202 

e-mail 

nigel-matthews® lineone.net 
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TABLE TENNIS CAUaa* cm 

FOREST NATURE TRAIL | B 
CAMP SHOP 4 RES* 

launderette 

TOILET & SHOWERS 031503 

LUXURY CARAVANS 
LARGE WELL SPACED PITCHES 
FULLY EQUIPPED EUROTENTS 
SWIMMING POOL & SUN PATIO 
POOL TABLES & CRAZY GOLF 
ADVENTURE ZONE 

With tyteiil rafts for longer stays 
or group bookings ... 
this is the holiday for you! 


Save the Children Y 

SAVE THE CHILDREN FUND 

We WELCOME DONATIONS TO further our cause 
AT HOME AND OVERSEAS. 

Also volunteers are needed to raise funds 

AND TO WORK IN OUR SHOPS. 

For more information, please contact 
Graham Evans, Area Manager, 

5 Lipscombe Place, Carterton, Oxon 

Phone 01993 841 928 


Polruan By Fowey 

Traditional stone cottages, most 
overlooking Fowey river or sea 
Pubs, quay, fishing, sailing, walking or just 
watching quaint, unspoiled 
People say 'Good Morning ' 

Lovely beaches 
Easter available 

Brochure 01726 870882 
Bookings and enquiries 01726 870582 


DUNSTAN HILL ALNWICK 

3 farm cottages with 2 beds, 
sleeps 4/6, all year round. 

Terms from £130 pw. 

Tel: Mrs Morton on: 

01665 576481 


Conservat ic m/Restorat ion of 
Furniture, Clocks & Objets d'art 


Colin Piper 

conservation 

• Boulle • Marquetry • Carving • Ormolu • 

• Gilding • Lacquer • Japanning • 

• Turning • Painted Finishes • 

• Marble & Pietre Dure • 

• Veneer Work • Consultancy • 

HIGHFIELD HOUSE, THE GREENS, LEAFIELD 
WITNEY, OXFORDSHIRE 0X8 5NP 
Telephone 01993 878593 

This workshop/studio is included on the register maintained by the 

CONSERVATION UNIT OF THE MUSEUMS AND GALLERIES COMMISSION 
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Your Diocese is united, at 
peace and in good heart 

. . says the Archbishop in an exclusive interview with the DOOR Editor, Christine Zwart 


Q Some people are put off Christianity by a misleading media 
‘image’ of the Church of England. One of The DOOR’s aims is to 
counteract this by spreading the Good News of Jesus Christ. Have 
you any advice about how we can more successfully do this? 

A I think the media, particularly the print media, are 
into sensationalism, so getting good news across is 
very difficult. There are two things we’ve got to work 
at, and one is telling good stories about the Church. The 
DOOR is able to do that and I think at the local level we do 
that successfully - good news about how people find faith; 
testimonies; stories of exciting things in church life; 
unusual ways of raising money and sharing the faith. The 
other thing, which we are probably not very good at, is get- 
ting statistical information that tell stories of growth. In 
your Diocese there is an increase in the number of youth 
workers for example, and there are stories about our won- 
derful church schools - all of these things are good news. 

Q On the other hand some people feel that the Church is too con- 
cerned with presentation and not enough with the spiritual 
message. Do you think this too is a danger? 

A No. I don’t. We need to do more about our own pre- 
sentation and we have to work at it but I don’t think 
we are obsessed by it. In my time as Archbishop what 
has encouraged me has been the focus on our faith, and 
expressing it confidently and strongly, and we must carry 
on doing that. There will always be people who misjudge 
us but the only way we can face it is with confidence in our 
God. 

Q Like most dioceses, we have churches that are bursting at the 
seams and some that are barely surviving - often in the same 
area. How do you account for that? 


A S 
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Sometimes individual priests may think it’s their 
fault that there is decline and get very depressed 
*when the next door parish is very successful. I want 
to say that it is not necessarily anything to do with them. 
Often there is a build-up of cultural factors from the past. 
Picking out the stones, sowing the seeds, or reaping the 
harvest, we never know where we come in God’s sequence. 
Even though in some towns you will have these great dif- 
ferences, 1 want to urge the stronger churches not to keep 
their resources to themselves but to find a way of sharing. 
For example, let’s take the quota. The act of generosity - 
the 2 Corinthians 8 principle - means you give from your 
abundance. 1 have yet to meet a church that has given 
more than its quota. It would be wonderful if churches 
could say, we will give five per cent more because that will 
take pressure off the weaker churches. 

Q Oxford is a mainly rural diocese with lots of small village 
congregations. Can you say anything to encourage people 
wno ' are struggling to keep a Christian witness in quite discour- 
aging situations? 

A I have been very surprised to see how rural the 

Oxford Diocese is. In my ignorance I supposed it was 
much more urban. What I think I would say to the 
smaller churches is, don’t be content with being small. 
Aim for a little bit of growth, and if your congregation is 
no more than eight, ten or 15, then set targets and say to 


yourselves, how can we grow. In fact this is true of all 
churches: set targets for growth. Over the next year or two 
years, say to yourselves: we are going to pray that our num- 
bers will increase, we are going to pray for our giving to go 
up, we are going to pray for young people, and then you set 
targets for that. I’d want also to say to smaller churches 
that in God’s providence small is beautiful, and there is a 
lot to be said for congregations where people know one 
another intimately. Often too the percentage of churchgo- 
ers in a country area is far higher than in an urban 
situation, so they shouldn’t feel guilty. 



The Archbishop and Mrs Carey (extreme right and left) 
pause with children from St Mary's School, Witney 

See front page story Photo: Frank Blackwell 


Q Candidates for ordination are rising but to be a priest in 
today’s world is a daunting task. Could you define the quali- 
ties That make a good clergyman or woman? 

A My guess would be first and foremost, a love of God, 
a spirituality, whatever their churchmanship, which 
is deep and mature and growing; then a commitment 
to Scripture and a commitment to God’s mission - that’s the 
very heart of it. Then I’d want to put a love of people, the 
ability to relate to others and to enjoy their company. We 
need clergy who can affirm the gifts of the laity, not one 
man band ministries. That is a thing of the past. 


Ql 
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j You have done a great deal to support Christian youth work, 

' yet over all, young people seem to be alienated from the Church 
Tits message. Could you suggest a starting point for churches 
wanting to counteract this? 


A We have got to find ways of welcoming young people 
into our churches. When I was up in Durham we 
began with hardly any youth work at all. We had a 
youth club with just three people going to it. What we did 
once a month in the evening was to start a youth service 
and we asked the young people to do things like read poet- 
ry and read the lessons. So we must give space, I believe, in 
our worship to young people. And we have got to actually 


sometimes enjoy their culture and try to bring their forms 
of singing into the service, not in a grudging way, but in 
such a way that shows we are willing to actually learn from 
young people themselves. Churches ought to be asking the 
question, do we have a place for young people in our 
church? What about Sunday schools? Do we have a young 
people’s meeting, weekly or monthly? I think there is this 
avoidance of young people and I would want to encourage 
our churches to get more and more involved with them. 

S in your book The Church in the Market Place about your 
time as a parish priest in Durham, you encourage other 
cnristians to enlarge their vision of what God can do. What is 
your vision for the Church of England as we move into a new 
Millennium? 

A I think God wants us to be confident of our ministry 
as a national Church. We are there in every parish 
and it’s a wonderful, wonderful gift and my great 
yearning is for our Church to grow in each of these areas. 
The Bible Society’s statistics that 40% of all churches have 
congregations of under 30 or 35, tell me that if all of those 
churches could increase their numbers by just a few, there 
would be an astonishing renewal in the Church. So one of 
my visions is that we are fully committed to our historic, 
credal Christianity. People have had the idea in the past 
that the Church of England is woolly and liberal with 
unbelieving bishops and so on. That’s absolute rubbish, but 
perhaps we haven’t been good at emphasising our positive 
aspects. We are the kind of Church which allows freedom 
for people to think and to grow and that’s the kind of 
vision I want to keep before myself and the Church today. 


os 


Do you think the Oxford Diocese has any particular strengths 
of which it can be proud? 


A I’m very impressed by the Oxford Diocese. I feel there 
is a sense of unity here which I haven’t always found 
in other dioceses. I am particularly impressed too by 
what you are doing in rural areas and I think this is some- 
thing you could share with the rest of the Church. You are 
of course quite affluent as an area - I know you have pock- 
ets of deprivation - but I get the impression that you are 
handling the money side very well and very professionally. 
My impression is that this Diocese is at peace, working well 
together and in good heart. It has a lot to share with the 
rest of the Church. 


f\We 

V^ishi 
keep up 


We have all been very impressed by your energy despite a pun- 
ishing schedule in this Diocese. How do you and Mrs Carey 
~ up your strength? 


A I enjoy what I am doing, and love and zest for any 
work will help combat tiredness. There is also the 
fact that when you feel called to any work, God is 
blessing you and you get heaps of joy from it. Both of us 
have also been blessed with strong constitutions. We can 
eat anything, don’t go down easily with bugs and diseases 
or anything like that. 1 don’t think I have ever had to can- 
cel an overseas trip or diocesan visit because of illness. So 
zest, physical fitness, love of the Lord - these things help 
enormously. 

Q This is our Easter edition of The DOOR I am sure our readers 
would appreciate a brief Easter message. 

A Easter is the bedrock of our Christian faith. Without 
the Easter message there would be no Church. I have 
been asked by HarperCollins to write a small book on 
Jesus which will come out next year. It will be a short, sim- 
ple book, and could have quite an impact. In it I’m saying 
that the Resurrection theme throbs in every book of the 
New Testament. The idea that the Resurrection was acci- 
dental, tagged on by people who wanted to convince the 
world of a new faith, is rubbish. Without the Easter mes- 
sage there would be no Christianity, no Church, no story of 
Jesus. It’s the very heartbeat of our faith. 


/ CONNECT CHRISTIAN COUNSELLING V 
^ SERVICE - CAMBERLEY, SURREY ^ 

DIRECTOR REQUIRED 

who should be a committed Christian with broad 
counselling experience who will develop the 
counselling and training teams and strenghten 
links with churches and caring agencies. 

Salary package up to £23,500 
Application details 

Eila Rochfort 

Connect Christian Counselling Service 
8 Portesbery Road, Camberley, Surrey GUI 5 3TA 
CLOSING DATE: 16.4.99 f 
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HAVE YOU .... 

ever considered expressing your vocation and 
commitment by living in a Community? 

For 40 years THE PILSDON COMMUNITY has been an 
ever-open door to people in crisis, through the stresses of 
everyday life, mental illness, alcoholism, addiction, 
divorce, bereavement, homelessness, seeking asylum. 
Inspired by the 17th Century Anglican Community built 
around families and prayer at Little Gidding, Pilsdon is 
now enlarging its ministry and looking for people to share 
^ its leadership • single and 

^ married, ordained and lay. 

Further details from: Pilsdon Manor, 
^7 Pl| sdon, Bridport, Dorset DT6 5NZ 
'Tel: 01308 868308 Fax: 01308 868161 
email: pilsdon@btinternet.com. 



PORTUGAL & 
SANTIAGO DE COMPOSTELA 

HISTORY HERITAGE FAITH 
Join 

Revd. Chris Vailins 
23 JUN-01 JUL 1999 
for 

9 Fascinating days £559 
For details of this and many 
other tours contact 
Chris Vailins 01293 824188 
or Nick Oliver 
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3 Bourne Court, 
Southend Road, Woodford 
Green. IG8 8HD. 

Tel: 0181 5519988 
Fax: 0181 5517891 
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He IP PROVIDE A 
LIFELINE FOR BLIND 
PEOPLE IN NEED ... 


Since 1928, the British Wireless for the Blind Fund has provided nearly 
750,000 radios to UK-registered blind people in need. A specially 
adapted set costs just £50, yet it promises a lifetime of companionship 
to someone who is blind and lonely. Many are 
still in need, please help with a donation to the: 

British Wireless 
for the Blind Fund 

Department DPI, FREEPOST, Chatham, Kent ME4 4BR 

Telephone: 01 634 832501 Fax 0 1 634 8 1 7485 Internet www.blind.org.uk registered charity number 211849 
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I would like to help make blindness less lonely. I enclose a donation of: 



] £100 □ £50 □ £25 □ 

I Please charge my Credit/CAF card 

J r — 1 — 1 — 1 — 1 — 1 — 1 — 1 — 1 — 1 — i — 1 — 1 — 1 — 1 — r 
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 


£10 □ 
Expiry date 


Other £ 

-/ — 


Name 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Address 




Postcode 

DPI 


A 


EDUCATIONAL NOTICES 




WE HELP YOUNG PEOPLE 
)FREE and confidential 
information. 

Help and counselling. 
Questions and problems of all types 

YOU HELP US: 

Volunteers - We need extra people to staff our service 
Accommodation - Let us know if you rent any accommodation 
Open Monday to Friday 1 1-5. Other times by appointment 

Call in or phone High Wycombe 437373 

YOUTH ENQUIRY SERVICE 
52 Frogmore, High Wycombe 


"Does your singing voice 
need a miracle? " , 

■ A 


/ 




No - Can your voice improve? 

YES - Call 01295 758051 No - Call 

"You can learn with methods Your ego needs slapping down 

suited to your voice" 

YES - Call 01295 758051 


Richard Oliver - vocal tuition for the vocally unstable and 
the over extended ego! Learn in a relaxed atmosphere - 
but ... BE PREPARED TO WORK! 

Call Richard now on 01295 758051 




for a 

Genetic Study of Handedness 
& Personality 

The University of Oxford Department of 
Psychiatry is looking for families to take 
part in a research project which takes 
about 100 minutes for each person. 

We need 2 adult siblings (male or female, 
left or right handed) plus thier mother 
(essential) and father (if possible) 

For further details, please contact: 

J. Rue 

Phone (01865 226290 (answerphone) 
e-mail: judith.rue@psych.ox.ac.uk 
Write to: 

J. Rue, Dept, of Psychiatry, 
Warneford Hospital, Oxford OX3 7JX 
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New to Chipping Norton! 

THE ACE CENTRE 
DAY NURSERY 

Part of the Centre of Excellence for Early Years 
Full and Part Time Day Care 
for children 0 to 5 years old. 
Wonderful outdoor play area. 
Presenting a full child centred curriculum 
to cater for your child's development needs. 

Come and see for yourself. 

To receive further information or arrange an 
appointment to see the new Day Nursery 
please phone 

Liz on 01608 644440. 

The ACE Centre is a non-profit organisation. 
Registered Charity No. 1060208 


VeUttkFtehAB 

nursery 

CHRISTIAN DAY NURSERY 

near Stokenchurch 

has full & part-time vacancies. We provide 
loving care in a purpose built, well-equipped 
nursery. We are situated in a beautiful rural 
location with a very large garden. 

Call Su on 01494 682249 


RADNAGE TODDLERS 

BIRTH 5 YEARS 
WEDNESDAY 9.30- 1 1 .30 
FRIDAY 1 00 - 3.00 

Parents/ 
Guardians 



meet new 
friends. 

Sing songs. Craft Table. 
Trampoline. Building Bricks 
TEA/ COFFEE. JUICE and BISCUITS 
Playhouse - Trucks - Bicycles - 
Slides - £1 per child 
extra children 25p 
COME AND JOIN US. 

THERE IS LOTS TO DO 
RADNAGE VILLAGE HALL 
For further information, call Jayne 
Tordoff on 01494 485919 


EMMAUS BIBLE SCHOOL U.K. 


Adult Bible Study 

at home in your 
own time. 

By correspondence, 
over 90 courses. 

Send for further details: 

CARLETT BOULEVARD 
EASTHAM, WIRRALL 
MERSEYSIDE L62 8BZ 
Tel. 0151 327 1172 
Fax. 0151 327 1592 


CHRIST CHURCH CATHEDRAL 
SCHOOL 

Boys' Preparatory and Pre-Prep School 



offers CHORAL SCHOLARSHIPS for 
CHRIST CHURCH CATHEDRAL CHOIR 

Bursaries and Choristers up to 60% of fees 
For further details, please write to: 


Allan Mottram, 
Headmaster 

3 Brewer Street, Oxford 
0X1 1QW 
(Tel: 01865 242561) 
(Fax: 01865 202945) 


or Stephen Darlington, 
Cathedral Organist 

Christ Church, Oxford 
0X1 1 DP 

(Tel: 01865 276195) 
http7/wkweb5.cableinet.co.uk/cccs/ 



The School is a 
Charitable Trust 


SHERBORNE 

SCHOOL 

FOR GIRLS 

Open Morning 

Saturday 1st May, lOam-lpm. 

Families are warmly invited to attend. 

The Headmistress will give a short presentation at 10.15am. 

• Outstanding academic results 

• In the top 100 schools in the UK for 6 years 
(FT 1000 index) 

• Entry at 11 +, 12+, 13+ and Sixth Form 

• Boarding and day school for girls 11 to 18 
One of the leading girls' schools in the United Kingdom 

Telephone: 01935 818287 


for the purpose Sherborne School for Girls, Sherborne, Dorset. DT9 3QN. 

of educating ^ 

girls No 307427 URL. htlp:/ / www.compulink.co.uk./-ssg 



Burford School 

Cheltenham Road (A40), Burford, Oxon 
STATE SCHOOL 

Day and Boarding Students Aged 11-19 
Number of sixth form on role : 220 

Sixth Form 

We provide a wide range of academic , social, sporting and cultural 
opportunities as well as a relevant work experience package. You will be 
joining a friendly and supportive environment where great emphasis is 
placed on the quality of teaching and learning. 

We can offer. 

• 21 A level subjects 

• 10 AS level subjects 

• 4 GNVQ courses 

• a one year Applied Business Skills course 
Our Sixth form facilities include: 

• An excellent library with Internet access 

• A dedicated ICT centre with high quality hardware and software 

• En Suite Careers and Higher Education office/library 

• Two large private study rooms 

• A spacious Common Room with TV/Video, Stereo and Vending Machines and 
Student Telephone 

And much more 

Tel: (01993) 823303 for more information 




LOADES 

ASSOCIATES 

Professor David Loades 
& Mrs Judith Loades 

HISTORY - POLITICS 
- THEOLOGY 

Tuition in Central 
Oxford and Witney 

Tel: (01865) 201615 
FAX: (01993) 824129 

e-mail judith@hiMory.u-net.com 


Chandos Road 
Buckingham MK18 1AX 
Tel: 01280 813065 
Fax: 01280 813064 
Headteacher: 

Ms C. A. Galloway 
1000-h pupils (12-18) 


THE 
ROYAL 
LATIN 
SCHOOL 

The Royal Latin School is committed to delivering 
excellence and consequently we are a popular and 
expanding co-educational grammar school with a 
thriving Sixth form. A new, modern Library and Sixth 
Form Study Centre will open in June 1999. 

The school has been in existence since 1423 and is set 
in landscaped grounds of real character situated in the 
growing market town of Buckingham. 

ROYAL LATIN SIXTH FORM 
SEPTEMBER 1999 

Our successful school offers A-levels in a wide range of 
subjects and GNVQ Business at Advance level. 
Interviews for students wishing to join us in September 
taking place. 

For further information and an application form please 
contact the school on 01280 813065 



Co k 


e t h o r p e 

SCHOOL 

Boys and Girls 7-18 years 


Visitors Welcome 

by appointment 


A community where individuals learn to excel 

■ Small classes 

■ Outstanding pastoral care 

■ Extended Day. 8.30am - 5.00pm 

■ Extensive local school bus service 

Cokethorpe School, Witney, Oxon OX8 7PU 

01993 703921 

Cokethopre Educational Trust exists to provide a first class education for every pupil 





PANGBOURNE 

COLLEGE 

HMC Co-ed (age 11-18) 

To coincide with the opening of the new Falklands Memoria 
Chapel later this year Pangbourne College is offering 

A CHORAL 
SCHOLARSHIP 

for entry to 

THE SIXTH FORM 

to the value of 50% of fees 

For further details, telephone the Registrar 

0118 984 2101 



SOUTH BUCKS 
* CONTINUING EDUCATION 
SERVICE 


Cn/ITIHVING 

Eoucation 




PART-TIME LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES FOR ADULTS 


Courses held in over 30 locations across South Bucks, including: 
BEACONSFIELD, GERRARDS CROSS, BURNHAM & IVER 
• New courses for 1999 r 

■ Decoupage ■ Tennis ■ Flower Arranging ■ Hopi Ear Therapy, 

■ Painting on Silk ■ Stress Management ■ Golf 
I Book Keeping ■ Stained Glass ■ Mixed Craft ■ Garden Design. 
Also - almost 600 daytime, evening and weekend courses 
For qualifications and/or pleasure. 

Excellent I.T. facilities - including Introduction to The Internet, 
Office '97, Word-processing, Spreadsheets, Database, 
PowerPoint and Desk-top Publishing. 

For a copy of our Full Programme, please 
TELEPHONE 01753 650035 or 
Contact: The Evesham Centre, Swallow Street, Iver, 

Bucks SL0 OHS 

Enquiries from prospective tutors always welcomed, 
especially in Yoga, I.T., Fitness, Upholstery, 
Carpentry and Italian. 

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL 
A Quality Part of Lifelong Learning 


y o * 

/ 
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Christian aid week . 7 


Seeking justice for the world’s poor 



Commissioned by Christian Aid, this ‘Body of Chains’ can be seen at the Reading 
International Solidarity Centre from March 27-April 12 and in Christ Church 
Cathedral, Oxford from April 1 2-23 


Christian Aid Week May 9-15 


Jamaica’s struggle for food, health and education 


All is not well in paradise. On a visit to 
the UK to raise awareness of the reality 
of life below the poverty line, Carreen 
Jopp from the S-Corner Clinic in Jamaica 
said: ‘Behind the glossy tourist image of 
Jamaica there’s a cruel reality. 

‘In Jamaica’s grinding economic bat- 
tle with foreign debt, 56% of the 
country’s income is spent on 
debt repayment. The remaining 
44% is not enough for the gov- 
ernment to provide adequate 
health, education and social services,’ 
she said. 

‘People are struggling on £10- £13 per 
week with food prices similar to the UK. 
A mother cannot afford basic health and 
education for her child which now cost 
her more than her weekly income’. 

The S-Corner Clinic, funded by 
Christian Aid, provides health, educa- 
tion and community development 
programmes, but this is not enough. 
Eliminating poverty requires the cancel- 
lation of unrepayable debts that are 


preventing investment in health and 
education. 

As a member of the Jubilee 2000 coali- 
tion, Christian Aid is raising awareness 
of the campaign inside and beyond the 
churches. Among current initiatives is a 
sculpture (above) ‘The Body of Chains’ 
which shows how debt gets into the very 
being of people in poor coun- 
tries, weighing them down 
with the burden of poverty. 

‘We can all play a part in 
ensuring this debt burden is lifted,’ says 
David Pain, Christian Aid’s area co-ordi- 
nator in Oxfordshire and Berkshire. 
Jamaica, Tanzania and Mozambique will 
be the focus countries for Christian Aid 
Week this year. Special services are being 
held throughout the Diocese and volun- 
teers will be collecting on doorsteps. To 
find out how you can get involved con- 
tact: David Pain and Jo Collins for 
Oxfordshire and Berkshire (01865 
717070) Sue James and Monica Snell for 
Buckinghamshire (01908 261352). 


Drop the Debt Rally 

Last month on March 6, 150 people from all over 
the Diocese gathered in Windsor for a ‘Drop the 
Debt’ rally. Organised by the Windsor Jubilee 
2000 Group together With Christian Concern for 
One World, and chaired by Canon David 
Rossdale, the aim was to revitalise grass-roots 
action for the Jubilee 2000 campaign to mark 
the Millennium by the cancellation of the unre- 
payable debts carried by some of the poorest 
countries in the world. 

‘This is a job for people, not institutions,* said 
one of the speakers, Conservative MP Bill Cash. 
‘You must put pressure on your MP, on the 
Government, on the Prime Minister’. The preven- 
tion of such debt happening again, and the 
development of new economic relations between 
rich and poor countries is, ‘one of the greatest 
challenges of modem democracy’. 

Kofi Mawuli Klu, director of Jubilee 2000 
Africa, said, ‘Jubilee 2000 means much more 
than the cancellation of debt by 2000. It is about 
upholding people against immoral economic 
and political systems. It has reawakened hope in 
Africa. A movement is growing that threatens 
corrupt dictators and governments. We have the 
challenge to hold our governments accountable. 
So do you’. 

Keep up the people-pressure! 

Director of the World Development Movement, 
Barry Coates, gave four reasons to justify debt can- 
cellation: 1. Solidarity with people overseas who 
are very poor. 2. Self-interest to strengthen future 
trading relations. 3. Common interest - we all live 
in a smaller world. 4. The cost to governments and 
the tax payer is negligible. 

The British Government is supportive and has 
taken measure to speed up debt relief, but there is 
much more to do. At last Germany, Italy and Japan 
are showing signs of movement. People-pressure 
must be kept up in this country and in Europe and 
the USA - a key player - to move governments to 
act. The G7 Summit in Cologne in June will be the 
last big opportunity before 2000. 

David Dufour 

David Dufour is the Treasurer of Christian Concern for 
One World in the Oxford Diocese. 



Witney's Mayor supports fair 
trade for third world producers 


Witney’s Mayor, Councillor Saxby was invit- 
ed to launch a supermarket’s Fairtrade 
Fortnight on March 13. Christian Aid was 
in residence at Sainsbury’s in Witney to 
talk to customers about how their simple 
shopping decisions can affect Third World 
producers of coffee, tea and chocolate. The 
event coincided with the fifth anniversary 
of the Fairtrade Mark, an independent con- 
sumer label which helps third world 
producers get a better deal. 

First launched on Maya Gold chocolate, 
the Fairtrade Mark is now available on cof- 
fee, tea, chocolate, cocoa and honey. The 
Fairtrade Foundation says sales of Fairtrade 
products grow by an average of 65% every 
year. The value of Fairtrade products at the 
checkout increased from £2.75 million in 
1994 to over £14 million in 1998. 


Fairly-traded snack 

Traidcraft has launched a virtually fat- 
free oat bar which includes fairly-traded 
raisins from South Africa and honey from 
Chile. The ‘Geobar’ is on sale in all 
Waitrose stores. Details on www.traid- 
craft.co.uk/geobar or telephone 0191 491 
0591. 


People are 
struggling on 
£ 1 0-£ 1 3 a week 


EQUIG45- A fair price for gas for everybody. 


What is EQUIGAS? 

EQUIGAS is a fair priced gas tariff for those who care about 
their community. 

Other gas tariffs give greater benefits to direct debit and 
quarterly customers whilst charging pre-payment meter 
customers, often on the lowest incomes, a higher unit rate and 
a higher standing charge. (This was highlighted in the report 
‘Fuel Poverty in Britain’ - commissioned by the Gas Consumers 
Council.) 

EQUIGAS solves this problem. All customers pay the same unit 
price for their gas and there is no standing charge. No matter 
how you pay, you will only pay for the gas you use.This really is 
‘fair trading’ in the gas market. 

For some Direct Debit customers it may cost a little more but 
you won’t be gaining at the expense of someone less well off 
than you. Quarterly payment customers will pay a fair price and 
may see a reduction in bills (particularly low users) whilst 
pre-payment meter customers will benefit from lower prices 
and no standing charge. 

Why has EQUIGAS been developed? 

The EQUIGAS tariff has been developed by EBICo Limited, a 
company established by four members of the Oxford Diocese, 
specifically to provide a choice for consumers based on care 
for the community rather than personal gain. 

EQUIGAS is not a charity. It is a new way of using the 
competitive market to bring about change. 

EBICo believes that many people do really care for their 
community and are willing to switch to EQUIGAS because it is 
fair to all. 

How will EQUIGAS work? 

EQUIGAS offers a single unit rate and no standing 
charge for your gas supply - whatever payment method 
you choose. 

In addition, any extra income that EQUIGAS generates will be 
returned to customers in the form Of a rebate. So the more 
people who join EQUIGAS, the greater the benefit for all. 

To ensure fairness, the distribution and calculation of the rebate 
will be independently audited. And you will receive a regular 
newsletter providing information on the performance of 
EQUIGAS, together with an ethical and financial report. 



Why choose EQUIGAS? 

EQUIGAS will enable the benefits of gas competition to be 
directed to those who are missing out at the moment. 

And for complete peace of mind, EBICo has arranged for your 
gas to be supplied by Southern Electric Gas, part of Southern 
Electric pic, which has the highest level of service including: 

• consistently fair pricing 

• the best safety record 

• a record as the top performer for customer service 

By choosing EQUIGAS you will be supporting EBICo’s aims of 
caring for the common good. 


How much is EQUIGAS? 

The price is 1 .638p (including VAT) per kWh of gas used, 
no matter what payment method you select 

There is no standing charge with EQUIGAS - you will only pay 
for the gas you actually use. 

And don’t forget the rebates which are planned. 

How easy is it to change? 

Changing to EQUIGAS is easy and will involve: 

• no disruption to your gas supply 

• no new pipes and meters 

Simply call our Welcomeline free on 

0800 117 116 quoting EQUIGAS. 

We’ll send you a pack, including a simple 
application form and reply paid envelope. 
All you need to do is fill it in and return it 
to us. We’ll do the rest. 

By joining the growing number of people switching to 
EQUIGAS, you show you care. 

EQUIGAS is a change for 
the better - for all. 


EQUI 



For more information about EBICo visit 

www.ebico.co.uk. 
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An Archbishop with 
a spring in his step 

The Archbishop of 
Canterbury's four-day visit was 
a wonderful gift to the Oxford 
Diocese on the eve of the 
Millennium. Dr Carey's enthusiasm for his 
packed schedule was almost boyish and his 
admiration for all that we are doing in this 
Diocese transparent. He encouraged us and we 
seemed to encourage him. 

My one regret was that even more people 
could not meet the Archbishop in person. But 
with typical modesty he insisted that he was 
coming to listen and to learn and that his ‘set 
piece* appearances were to be restricted to two 
public lectures. We hope that this souvenir 
edition ofThe DOOR will enable the whole 
Diocese to share in the highlights of the 
Archbishop’s remarkably rich and varied 
programme. 

But even Frank Blackwell's splendid 
photographs and the reports from around the 
Diocese cannot quite convey the spiritual 
stature of our Archbishop. Often misrepre- 
sented, frequently misquoted in the media, he is 
in fact a man of towering and radical faith with a 
vision of a growing church rooted in a whole- 
hearted commitment to following Jesus Christ. 

I have just reread The Church in the Market 
Place*, George Carey's story of St Nicholas 
Church in Durham when he was vicar there. It 
is an example of the glorious renewal that can 
come when a church dares to place its past and 
its present and its future under the direction of 
the Holy SpiritThe book ends with the words, ‘I 
prayed that this congregation would never lose 
the thrill of following JesusTof Nazareth to his 
cross and experiencing with him the newness of 
his resurrection’. 

Seventeen years on despite all the burdens of 
his position, it is clear that this remains the 
Archbishop’ prayer for his people. George 
Carey still has a spring in his step. He has not 
lost the sense of ‘the newness of the resurrec- 
tion*. And who knows, with our prayers and our 
commitment, he may yet lead the Church into 
undreamt of times of blessing and renewal. 

Christine Zwart 

The Church in the Market Place (Kingsway, £5.99) 


Easter 

Death could not hold Jesus 
The power behind creation. 

The energy of love, i 
Overpowering everything. 

His power is offered us 
That we may live 
In the energy of love, 

Which is the beginning 
Of life eternal: 

For love cannot die. 

Diana Good 

Diana Good lives in Stone near Aylesbury. Two 
books of her poems have been published. 


The weekend that 
changed the world 

Is the Resurrection historical and, if so, what might it mean for us 
today, asks Peter Walker, New Testament Tutor atWydiffe Hall 


I f you had been a fly on the wall, what 
would you have seen? Three women 
making their way out of the city gates 
on a damp April morning. It was indeed 
very early. It would be some time before 
the sun came up over the Mount of Olives. 
So what were they about? Huddled togeth- 
er, you got the impression that they were 
hoping their expedition would not be 
noticed. Something odd was going on. 

As it turned out, their hopes would not 
be realised.This small, insignificant expe- 
dition would come in time to be 
emblazoned not just across the city of 
Jerusalem, but throughout the world. 
Their secret would be well and truly 
blown. 

And in fact the expedition would be a 
complete failure - in the sense that they 
never achieved what they set out to do. A 
few minutes later their mission would be 
aborted, overtaken by circumstances quite 
beyond their control. 

So began an otherwise normal 
Sunday in Jerusalem in or around the 
year AD 33. For literally millions of 
people ever since, however, that day 
has been seen with hindsight to be 
the central day in human history - ’ 
the moment when God fully revealed 
his master-plan for the universe. It 
was the first Easter Day, the dawn of a 
new age - the day that changed the 
world. 

Has God really invested so much 
of himself into this one event? 

As we celebrate our own Easter in our var- 
ious churches around the Diocese, it is 
staggering to think of all the different 
places around the globe where that same, 
simple story of the women's failed dawn 
expedition is being remembered. So much 
seems to hang on so little. Was this really 
the moment when eternity intersected 
with time? Has God really invested so 
much of himself into this one event? 

During the enlightenment in the 18th 
century the challenge was laid down that 
the eternal truths of reason could never 
be dependent upon the contingent events 
of history. But this is precisely how the 
resurrection of Jesus is presented to us in 
the New Testament — as a single, unique 
event in the ordinary course of history 
which yet reveals the eternal purposes of 
our Creator God. Is it really historical and, 
if so, what might it mean for us today? 

The debate about the historicity of the 
Resurrection is well known. On the one 
side the Resurrection is seen not as some- 
thing which happened to Jesus, but rather 


as an event simply within the faith of the 
disciples. They believed his ‘spirit lived 
on*, that he was still ‘with them’ in that 
sense only. Perhaps they were just halluci- 
nating or the women went to the wrong 
tomb? 

On the other side are those who can- 
not see this as an adequate explanation of 
what we find in the New Testament. The 
disciples were not prepared for this event. 
Nor were they the kind of people to invent 
such teaching and then courageously 
uphold it in the face of fierce opposition. 
The disciples did not steal the body for 
the fun of it (nor did the religious and 
political authorities, who would have pre- 
ferred to find the body, not lose it!). 



The view of Jerusalem from ‘Dominus 
Flevit\ the church where Jesus wept 
over the city (Luke 19: 4 1- 44) 

No, the tomb was genuinely empty — to 
their great surprise! And, above all, they 
met him! Jesus was raised from the dead 
— visibly the same yet somehow different 
in a transformed Spirit-filled body. In fact, 
if Jesus was not raised, we would probably 
never have heard of him. We might know 
of him as one of the various ‘messianic* 
leaders in stormy first-century Palestine. 
But to be crucified on a Roman cross out- 
side the walls of the capital city was, to 
put it mildly, a spectacular failure for any 
would-be Messiah. It was certainly not the 
best raw material if you wanted to invent 
a new, convincing creed! The crucifixion 
without the Resurrection could never be 
(either then or now) more than a tragic 

A review of Peter Walker* s new book ; The 
Weekend that Changed the World (Harper 
Collins , £939) appeared in March DOOR . The 
Resurrection Roadshow f , a presentation based 
on the book , is touring the country and will be 
in Littlemore, Oxford on March 31 at 7.30pm. 


story of bitter failure, of hopes dashed, of 
evil overcoming good. 

But instead the Christian Church 
explodes on the world-scene with the 
message that death has been conquered 
through Jesus Christ. It is a message of 
unexpected victory, which can turn the 
world upside down! What did it mean for 
the apostles and what can it mean for us 
today? 

The Resurrection is all about 
God’s victory 

The Resurrection is, first, all about the vic- 
tory of God - at work within his created 
world to reveal his purposes and to con- 
quer sin and death. It reveals his power; 
he is no absentee landlord, unable or 
unwilling to work in his world. It also 
reveals his love; the human rejection of 
Jesus is answered by the divine love which 
brings good out of evil, which embraces 
our hostility towards him and turns it 
into a means of blessing. 

Secondly, of course, it is all about the 
vindication of Jesus. In raising Jesus from 
the dead, God gives to Jesus* life and teach- 
ing a whole new meaning and authority. 
The apostles’ claim that Jesus is the true 
Messiah, indeed God’s Son and the Lord of 
the world, now has substance. And his 
death becomes no longer a dismal failure, 
but can be seen as expressing the very 
L heart-beat of God’s love - a divine 
entrance into the place of human sin in 
order to rescue us ; the means of our 
forgiveness. 

Thirdly, it is all about the validation 
of hope. For the apostles the 
Resurrection unexpectedly fulfilled 
their hopes (of what God would do for 
Israel in this world), but also gave them 
solid ground for yet further hope - which 
we can share. It confirms that God has 
good purposes towards his material cre- 
ation; it is a pledge of creation’s renewal 
(Rom 8:18-25). It is also a sure pattern for 
believers as we face our own death. ‘Death 
has been swallowed up in victory’; ‘Christ 
being raised from the dead, will never die 
again, so we believe we will also live with 
him’ (1 Cor 15; 54: Rom 6:8-9). If it were 
not so, ‘I would have told you’ (John 14:2). 

It is the basis of Christian faith, 
hope and love 

No wonder Christians get excited about 
this unique Resurrection message! It is 
the basis of their faith, the grounds of 
their hope, and the sign of God’s love. It 
means that Christ is alive today, able to be 
known and served, ready to travel with 
them on the road of life’s journey. It 
means that for them their world is 
changed and that, though the wider world 
waits for God’s redeeming purpose, they 
can be confident that God is working out 
his purpose of ultimate renewal. For 
Christians that apparently insignificant 
weekend in Jerusalem was the weekend 
that changed the world. It could be the 
same for you. A Happy Easter to you all. 


REMEMBER THE SUMMER? 

Do you come back with left over notes and coins 
from abroad?' 

Are they gathering dust in a drawer or shelf? 
Do you want to put them to good use? 


If you answered “yes” to the 
above, why not encourage your 
church to add its name to the 
growing number of churches col- 
lecting unwanted foreign currency 
in support of the Ockenden 
Venture? 

The money you collect will help 
Ockenden in its work with refugee 
communities in some of the poor- 
est and most forgotten countries 
in Africa and Asia. 

A summer holiday means nothing 
to them; being able to provide for 


themselves and their family is all 
they ask. Your francs, dollars and 
zlotti (to name but a few) can 
help. 

Call Rebecca on 

01483 772012 

for an information pack 

the 

OCKENDEN 
VENTURE 

working with refugees and displaced people 

The Ockenden Venture is a registered 
charity. 660463/GH/TD/SA 





COUNTRY BREAKS 1999 

Monday 17th - Friday 21st May 
Monday 13th - Friday 17th September 

SENIORS’ SUMMER HOLIDAY 
Monday 21st - Friday 25th June 

FAMILY SUMMER HOLIDAY 

Saturday 14th - Saturday 21st August 

AUTUMN RETREAT 
Monday - 18th - Friday 22nd October 

• Beautiful Sussex countryside 

• Excellent value 

• Superb cuisine 

and much more! . . . 
Come and be spoil! 

Phone for further details 

01825 840295 

A Charity No. 262561 providing Christian respite 


- Omikron Associates - 

Providing effective 'IT' Consultancy & Business Solutions 

• Software • Supply & Integration/Development 

Microsoft - all Products 

All other Brands of User and Development Software 
Windows 95, 98 & NT 
Communications Packages 
Accounting Software - Supply/Integration/Bespoke 

• Hardware • Supply & Integration/Development 

Total ’PC' systems - Processors, Monitors, Drives, etc. 

All forms of Client/Server hardware 
Network Cabling & Connectors 
Printers, Scanners and Other Peripherals 
All other Consumables / Cartridges etc. 

Retail systems. 

• Systems Design Analysis 
• & Software Project Management Control 

All aspects of Full 'Lifecycle Management' 

Modelling Software Architectures 

Producing Software Design - Using any Number of Methodologies 


Collection or Mail-order from: Showroom and Offices: 222 Hatfield Road, St. 
Albans, Hertfordshire, and AL1 4LW Tel: 01923 450939, Fax: 01923 835015 
Email: Kcharlez@aol.com In association with Supreme Business Machines 
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letters to the editor 


Busy Christians 
get in God’s way 

On page 1 of the March DOOR you ask ‘Is 
the Church our best-kept secret?’ The short 
answer is, ‘No, God is’. 

Now for the long answer. Through my work 
as a hospital chaplain and my previous 
experience with large marriage preparation 
groups for divorcees in Milton Keynes, I 
have had the opportunity to listen to the 
people who make up that 50% of the popu- 
lation which opinion polls identify as those 
who believe in God but who take no regular 
part in organised religion. 

Over and over again, people said they were 
keen on God, but not at all keen on 
‘Church’. Sad to say, this is not because 
they don’t know what ‘Church’ is like. On 
the contrary, the descriptions of church 
life, adduced to explain their lack of enthu- 
siasm, sound all too familiar. Even sadder 
to say, there is seldom any thought that 
‘Church’ is somehow specially connected 
with God. 

Our ancient buildings aren’t the barrier. 
When people can get into them, on their 
own, they silently speak of a God who is 
eternal and holy. Nor is it even our endless 
money-raising that is the barrier. When I 
ask people what they think the Church is 
after (expecting to hear ‘Our cash’) the 
actual answer is, ‘Our time’. We are 
thought to want to take people away from 
their families and their interests, to fill 
their lives with meetings. Our ‘busyness’ 
gets in God’s way. 

Giles Godber, Slough 

Dreary services no attraction 

The Bishop of Dorchester writes about the 
nature of ‘church’ in the February issue. No 
doubt most of his observations concerning 
church attendance are relevant, however, I 
perceive that in many churches there are 
relatively few youngsters. Here, I think, is 
the big issue. I believe that younger folk are 
put off by the apparent dreariness of 
church services, but I emphasis that I 
v would be aghast if key elements of services 
were watered down. Perhaps priests are 
fearful of upsetting their regulars, and 
loath to introduce some liveliness. I wonder 
if congregations welcome new faces, or do 
they leave it to others ‘to break the ice’? It’s 
true that as we get older - and priests are 
no exception - routine and tradition get in 
the way of attracting and holding new wor- 
shippers. Churches that have an aura of 
liveliness, but retain all the essentials of 
Christian worship do seem to be thin on the 
ground. Priests who hold on to the status 
quo are fighting a losing battle. 

Tony Churcher, Newbury 


Baptism still in question 

I was so saddened to read George de Burgh- 
Thomas’ letter (February DOOR) on 
baptism. He asks, if we do not make babies 
Christians when they are baptised, what 
are we doing. The answer, if you search the 
scriptures, is nothing, because there is no 
evidence to support infant baptism. It has 
become a tradition based on man’s deci- 
sion, not God’s. 

Before the death of Jesus Christ, John 
baptised for the repentance of sins as a spir- 
itual cleansing. After Christ’s resurrection 
we emerge, through the waters, to a new 
spirit-filled Christian life having buried our 
old self and our sins beneath the water. But 
this can only happen after we have 
privately repented and made a commit- 
ment to God in prayer. As it says in Rev 3: 

20: ‘Here I am! I stand at the door and 
knock. If anyone opens the door, I will 
come in and eat with him and he with me’. 
It goes without saying that babies cannot 
make such decisions so perhaps a thanks- 
giving celebration for a new God-given life 
would be more scriptural. And as they grow 
take them to Sunday School and love them 
towards the Kingdom through example. On 
reaching spiritual maturity, they will make 
up their own minds - nobody else can. 
Salvation is by the grace of God; a free gift 
to us all. We cannot earn it by good deeds 
(Eph 2: 8-10) or have it imposed upon us. We 
only have to accept it in faith, as innocent 
as a child (Mark 10:15) and continue in a 
Christian life in obedience to His word. 
Vivien Stewart, Thatcham 

The Revd George de Burgh-Thomas, a good 
friend of mine to whom I owe a great deal 
through his nine and a half year-ministry 
in our hilltop parishes, has certainly 
sparked off an interesting debate. 

There are, as the correspondence reveals, 
many in the Church of England who are 
unhappy with the present baptismal prac- 
tice. I would like to see us move to a posi- 
tion where we offer concerned parents a 
Thanksgiving Service accompanied by a 
sacramental act such as anointing with oil 
or the gift of a candle, but that the 
Sacrament of Baptism be deferred until the 
child is able to answer for himself. Baptism 
might then be combined with confirma- 
tion. I think many parents would under- 
stand this if it became the norm. 

This proposal would have two further 
advantages. First, the baptism could then 
be by immersion (if there were facilities) 


and the symbolism of death to self and a 
rising to new life in Christ, as set out by the 
apostle Paul in Romans 6 could be vividly 
illustrated in the life of the candidate. 
Secondly, some of the uncles and aunts 
brought in as godparents would be relieved 
of saying ‘I repent of my sins* and ‘I turn to 
Christ’ the very thought of which had not 
previously occurred to them. There could 
still be sponsors at a Thanksgiving but their 
duties could be expressed in relation to the 
child’s Christian upbringing and not 
purport to involve a kind of conversion 
experience by proxy. 

Derek Warren, Tring, Hertfordshire 

A Christmas Millennium? 

As the Church celebrates Jesus Christ’s 
birthday (erroneously but officially) on 
December 25, would it not be more suitable 
for Church people to celebrate the 
Millennium on that date in a devout 
manner and leave the hype and the extrava- 
ganza of the material world to the atheists 
and agnostics? Surely this would be more 
honest than trying to accommodate both 
God and Mammon. 

Diana Good, Stone, Aylesbury 

NHS would be better target 
for Spirit Zone millions 

I hear that the Millennium Dome is, after 
all, going to have its Spirit Zone which will 
cost £4 million, and this at a time when in 
Reading alone, the two NHS hospitals are 
spending £4,000 a day ‘granny-sitting’ 
those who suffer from Alzheimer’s 
Disease/dementia and have nowhere else to 
go. Also, the Royal Commission’s recent 
recommendations for free nursing care for 
all the elderly, although of course welcome, 
may well actually result in ‘shooting in the 
foot’ those it set out to help. 

I have resigned from no less than four 
homes for the elderly in the last 18 months: 
the first was a private home which I found 
‘class-ist’; the second a public home where I 
encountered over 100 examples of poor care 
practices; the third was a housing associa- 
tion where the resident/staffing ratio was 
15:1, and the fourth was a charity-run 
home where, on most shifts, one untrained, 
unqualified and unsupervised carer would 
be left alone in charge of ten 
Alzheimer/dementia sufferers. 

Are care levels - both locally and nationally 
- going to be downgraded even further? Are 
staffing levels going to be further depleted? 


Are pay levels going to be frozen? (As a 
senior care assistant at the turn of 1998/9 I 
was earning £4.05 an hour!) Maybe the £4 
million mentioned above would be better 
spent caring for the ever-growing number 
of mentally and physically frail elderly, 
rather than the commercialisation of 
Christianity or preaching to the converted. 
Paul Farmer, Reading, member of Grange URC 

Guevara shake-up 

It is good to hear of candles being sent to 
Kosovo (February Letters). But does this 
mean they cannot also be given to our 
neighbours as an act of generous outreach 
at this time of Christian celebration? 

As for the Guevara-style poster produced by 
the Churches Advertising Network, if it was 
intended to shake us up, it certainly 
succeeded! No picture, be it this one or 
Holman Hunt’s Light of the World , or any 
other traditional or radical representation 
of Christ, can do more than convey a tiny 
aspect of His significance. 

That he was revolutionary is clear from a 
glance at the Magnificat (Luke 1: 46-55) and 
the Beatitudes (Matthew 5: 3-12) to name 
just two examples. Paul rightly observes in 
ICor 1:28 that God chose what the world 
looks down on and despises in order to 
destroy what the world thinks is important. 
Revolutionary indeed! 

Anyway, the picture will doubtless be a 
nine-day wonder, even for those who get 
the reference. Then, in a little while, there 
will be something else for us respectable 
folk to get hot under the collar about: at 
least I hope so! 

Patricia Ansell, Amersham 

LGCM does not speak for all 
homosexuals 

As you report (DOOR, March p3) the Lesbian 
and Gay Christian Movement organised a 
conference to take forward the process of 
listening to the LGCM point of view. Fine. 
But were these not the same people who, at 
Lambeth, objected to a proposed presenta- 
tion, parallel to their own, by those who 
had forsworn homosexual behaviour in 
response to their Christian faith? LGCM are, 
after all, a propaganda outfit, but have they 
a right to gag others on behalf of all of us (a 
tiny number) who are homosexual? Not so 
fine. 

I find LGCM’s self-righteousness and their 
assumption of the tremendous significance 
of this issue - to quote your news story: 

‘one of the most pressing issues of our 
generation* - oppressive and a questionable 
attack on what should be the Church’s 
main task. After all, only one in 90 is homo- 
sexual. But 85 of those 90 are still outside 
the Church. 

E Palfrey, Cookham 



* The longest slope in England 

fc World class international ski 
and snowboard school 

Tfc Ski and snowboard servicing 

* Specialist retail outlets 
$ Conference facilities 

I i 

1 * Membership available 

* Team building days with 
quad bikes and more 

* Childrens parties and skh 
bobbing 

& Orienteering 

* Floodlit - open daily 
10am - 10pm 

The 'Summit' Cafe - bar 
serves food and beverages 
all day 


VISIT US AT 
ABBEY BARN LANE 
HIGH WYCOMBE 
BUCKS HP10 9QQ 


WYCOMBE SUMMIT 


England's Premier Ski and Snowboard Centre 


DUNSTAN HILL 
ALNWICK 

3 farm cottages 
with 2 beds, 
sleeps 4/6, all year 
round. 

Terms from 
£130 pw. 

Tel: Mrs Morton 
on: 

01665 

576481 


FOR SALE 


HEALEY MILL 

Christian Holiday 
Centre situated three miles 
from Masham on edge of 
Wensleydale, N. Yorks. 
Complex consists of: 

THE MILL - sleeping 26 in 
dormintory accommodation 
MISTAL (Bungalow) - self 
catering family 
accommodation - suitable for 
disabled. 

THE BARN - Two bedroomed 
residence currently lived in 
by the owners. 

For sale brochure, apply - 
Howard and Jean Dawson, 
The Barn, llesley, Masham, 
Ripon, N Yorks HG4 4LH 
Tel: 01765 689774 
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Our work is... 



Caring 


Running nine 

residential 

and nursing homes 

THE CHURCH 
OF ENGLAND 
PENSIONS BOARD 


offers security and 
peace of mind to all 
those retired from 
the stipendiary 
ministry 

Another new home has just 
opened, increasing places 
available, Out funds are 
urgently needed to build 
further homes to cater for 
the growing number of board’s pensioners who 
need help. 

Your donation or legacy will help us continue this 
much needed work for those who have cared for 
others in the name of Chrsit. 

A copy of our appeals brochure illustrating the board’s 
charitable work, or words for inclusion in a will are 
available from the secretary. 

The Church of England Pensions Board (0D) 

FREEPOST, 7 Little College Street, London 
SW1P3SF 


Reg. Charity number 236627 
Please help its in any way you can. Thank you. 


********* 


Birmingham War Research Society 

o 

TOURS OP BATTLEFIELDS 
NORTHERN EUROPE 

VISITS TO REQUESTED CEMETERIES 

WW1 & WW2 

YPRES • SOMME • MONS • ARNHEM • NORMANDY • 
BERLIN • BELSEN • COLDITZ CASTLE • DAMS • 
BUCHENWALD • WATERLOO • PRAGUE • LIDICE • 
VERDUN • DUNKIRK • ST NAZAIRE 

For details S.A.E, to ALEX BULLOCH 
43 NORFOLK PLACE, KINGS NORTON, 
BIRMINGHAM B30 3LB. 

TEL: 0121 459 9008 FAX: 0121 459 8128 


We want to see 
the British Church 
in Retreat. 

The Wycliffe Centre is dedicated 
to helping Christians to 
"Be still and know that I am God." 

We would love to welcome you - 
especially families, but any group 
from 1-120. The Wycliffe Centre 
is situated close to the M40. 

M 

For more details contact: 

Conference Manager. The Wycliffe Centre. 
Horsleys Green. High Wycombe. Bucks HP14 3XL 
Tel: 01494 482521 














J. BANBURY & SONS 

Established 1836 
Menswear and Ladieswear 
Knitting yarns and haberdashery 
Ties, shirts, knitwear, jackets, 
trousers, lingerie, nightdresses and 
MUCH, MUCH MORE! 

18/20 Oxford Street, Woodstock, Oxon 

Tel. 01993 811437 

Early closing Thursdays 


INVESTMENTS 


E-mail: iredale@technocom.com 
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TRUSTEES of OXFORD 
ANIMAL SANCTUARY 

have a large number of family pets for adoption 
by responsible animal lovers only. 

Dogs, crossbred, all types & ages - also 
Alsatians, pet Greyhounds, Great Danes and 
cats and rabbits. 

Appointments phone: 

01865 559537 
or 01865 890239 

9.00am - 1 1 .00am/6.00pm - 7.00pm 
Shops at: 

Didcot/Witney/Abingdon/Summertown 


Edgar Giles 
Photography 

Professional wedding photographs - 
including album 
Children & family portraits 
Functions covered 
Price lists available on request 

01295 - 711037 


BICESTER 
SHOP MOBILITY 

For further information 

Phone: 01869 320132 
Minicom: 01869 245937 
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ADVICE BY 
COMMISSION OR 
FEES AVAILABLE 

67 BUCKINGHAM STREET, AYLESBURY, BUCKS 




There’s something about an ESSE that stands out. It may not 
be the first cooking range manufacturer you think of (even 
though they’ve been cooking & heating homes for a century 
and a half), but if you take the time to 
come and see one in our showroom, 
you’ll understand what makes an ESSE 
stand out from the crowd. tri astiiitic •iiiiiu 


Four days with the 
Archbishop of Canterbur 


LIVELY DIALOGUE WITH BERKSHIRE CLERGY 

On March 3 the Archbishop came to Greyfriars Church in 
Reading for an informal question and answer session. Our 
immediate impression was that, contrary to press reports, 
George Carey was relaxed and sprightly with a twinkle in his 
eye. Dialogue with the Roman Catholic and Methodist churches; 
interfaith matters; the plight of Palestinian Christians; the need 
for justice in cases such as that of Stephen Lawrence and General 
Pinochet, and better relations between the Church and the 
Police were all discussed. In his answers, the Archbishop showed 
deep pastoral concern, great perception of the issues and a 
parochial awareness of ministry, and he emphasised the fact 
that theology, doctrine and pastoral care cannot be separated. 
Bishop Dominic conducted the session with sensitivity and 
humour. After a short break, we turned the dock back for a 1662 
Book of Common Prayer Evensong led by the vicar of Greyfriars, 
the Revd Jonathan Wilmot. We left feeling privileged to have 
been there and in the knowledge that the centre of our Church 
is in the hands of a man led by God. 

Dennis Parker, Member of Reading Deanery Synod & Greyfriars Staff 


Then the An 
walked aero: 
from St Mar 
to The BattC 
School in Se 
children pre 
world’, their 
Archbishop: 
ing the diffii 
maths with 
while Mrs Q 
infants and 1 
progress. 

It was a brie! 
children wil 
and friendlij 
greeted by tl 
will not easi 
with which ] 
received. 


At the Judges Lodgings in Aylesbury, the Archbishop met the Lord 
Lieutenant of Buckinghamshire, Sir Nigel Mobbs (far left), the High Sheriff, 
Edward Verney (centre), chairman of Bucks County Council, Kenneth Ross, 
and Mrs Freda Roberts, chairman of Aylesbury Vale District Council 


One of the lasting impressions that will 
stay with the Archbishop of Canterbury 
and his wife, Eileen, is the enormous size 
of our Diocese. During the four days they 
spent here in March as guests of the 
Bishop of Oxford and his wife. Dr and Mrs 
Carey travelled over 300 miles from 
Oxford to Slough, from Reading to Hook 
Norton, and from Aylesbury to Milton 
Keynes.Their busy schedule included 
intense sessions with students and clergy, 
two public lectures and lunch with Churd 
House staff. Wherever he went, the 
Archbishop impressed people with his 
careful attention to detail, his good 
humour and the care he and his wife took 
to speak to as many people as possible. 
We have been truly blessed by this visit. 


Paddy O’Hanlon (left) of the Luther Street Night Shelter 
in Oxford greets the Bishop of Oxford (centre) and the 
Archbishop of Canterbury 


HOMELESSNESS IN 
OXFORD 

The Archbishop of Canterbury’s 
visit to the Oxford Night Shelter 
on March 2 gave him the opportu- 
nity to meet representatives from 
many of the different agencies 
which work with the homeless in 
Oxford. These agencies include day 
centres, night shelters, mental 
health workers and community 
outreach teams. The Archbishop 
showed a keen interest and enthu- 
siasm for the work of each agency 
and commended them all for 
working together and providing a 
network of care for the homeless 
in the Oxford area. 

The Archbishop then visited the 
Luther Street Medical Centre 
which has recently moved into 
new premises. He blessed the 
building and its future use. 

Karen Nisbet, Oxford Night Shelter 


The Archbishop gave a public lect 
on March 4 at the Church of Chri 


Jacob and Rose Ambrose (left) pastors of the Slough Asian 
Christian Fellowship, and Denise and Norman Critchell (third 
left and far right) of the Salem Project are pictured with the 
Mayor of Slough, Councillor Mr Gurbachan Singh Thind and 
the Mayoress, Mrs Bhupimber Thind at Kingsway URC 
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Diocesan Schools Advisor David Barton (left) introduces Mrs Carey (centre) 
to children at The Batt Church of England Aided School in Witney 


On March 5, the Archbishop arrived in 
Witney to visit its two church schools. 
First stop was St Mary’s Infants School 
where he sat with the children for then- 
daily act of worship. The children lis- 
tened intently as he told them about his 
recent visit to Sudan where he was given 
a Primatial Cross made from the spent 
bullets people found on the ground. The 
Archbishop told them that just after the 
cross had been given to him, a dove flew 
down and perched on its bars - a power- 
ful symbol of the peace of Christ. 

The children had their own thoughts 
about peace too, and their specially pre- 
pared prayer for the day was ‘Shalom my 
friend’, beautifully and quietly sung. For 
just a moment, there was a poignant 
link between a group of young children 
in an old Victorian school in Witney, and 
Christians far away in war-tom Sudan. 
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Samaritans 


of Slough, Windsor 
and Maidenhead 


are available, 24 hours a day, to befriend those passing 
through personal crisis, who may be at risk of dying by suicide. 

Have YOU ever 
thought of joining us? 

We are looking for ordinary, caring people (any age) who are 
available for about three-four hours a week. 
Comprehensive training is given, with lots of on-going support. 
Why not pick up the telephone today to find out more? 

Tel. Slough (01753) 531011 


EDI) SERVICES LTD 

Sib Eairvicw Road. Mimgerford. licrksliire 
Tel: 01 1 88 68.5" i f. l ax: 01-188 685 #06 
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CONCERN FOR FARMERS 

The Archbishop and Mrs Carey visited 
Temple Mill Farm in north Oxfordshire 
early on Thursday morning where they sat 
round the kitchen table with a group which 
included the farm’s owners. Bill and 
Edwina Sabin, members of the Farmers 
Forum, a Diocesan Christian farmers group; 
the Bishop of Oxford, the Bishop of 
Dorchester and the Revd Glyn Evans, 
Diocesan Rural Chaplain. The talk was of 
current rural and forming issues and the 
Sabins talked frankly with the Archbishop 
about their financial losses and their sense 
of isolation. Speaking on a BBC radio inter- 
view afterwards, the Archbishop said that 
he had would carry the pain of the formers’ 
situation with him. Pictured, right, are Bill 
Sabin, the Bishop of Dorchester and Dr Carey. 


LIFE IN MILTON KEYNES 

At a gathering at the Church of Christ 
the King in Milton Keynes on March 4, 
Dr Carey was welcomed by Margaret 
Head, Lay Chair of MK Christian 
Council; the Mayor, Councillor Grant 
Gillingham, and Howard Miller, the 
Chief Executive of MK Council. 

The Ecumenical Moderator, the 
Revd Murdoch MacKenzie, outlined 
the history of the ecumenical partner- 
ships in the city between Anglicans, 
Baptists, Methodists, United Reform 
and Roman Catholic churches, and 
highlighted the work of sector min- 
istry, especially the opening of a 
drop-in centre for drug addicts; a 16- 
bed hostel for 17-25-year olds, and the 
Rent Deposit Guarantee Scheme. The 
Archbishop was asked to present the 
Open Door project with a cheque for 
£10,000 which had been raised by 
Milton Keynes churches. Other speak- 
ers included Laura McGillivray, 
Maurice Stanton-Saringer, and the 
Revd David Lunn, team leader of the 
Walton Churches Together. 

Murdoch MacKenzie 


RURAL ISSUES ATTHE BREWERY 


The great days of the rural church may lie ahead,’ said 
Bishop Anthony as he thanked David and Paula Clarke 
(above) and their son James for their hospitality at the fomi- 
ly-run 150-year old Hook Norton Brewery where John 
Hardwick (Oxon Rural Community Council) and Anne 
James (Social Services) spoke about the problems peculiar to 
rural communities. The Archbishop was concerned to hear 
of the difficulties low income families have in accessing ser- 
vices. However Anne James said that when Social Services 
lacked resources, church members often stepped in to help 
vulnerable members of society in practical, social and spiri- 
tual ways. There are many unsung people doing a huge 
amount,’ she said. They provide transport, lunch clubs, day 
centres, befriending groups, and also take home commu- 
nions and services to people in residential homes’. VH 


WELCOME IN SLOUGH 
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The Bishop of Oxford (centre) with the Archbishop of Canterbury outside Bishop’s House in Oxford with (from left) 
Diocesan Secretary Rosemary Pearce, the Archdeacon of Oxford, the Bishop’s Chaplain, the Bishop of Dorchester, the 
Dean of Christ Church, Bishop of Reading, Bishop of Buckingham, and the Archdeacons of Buckingham and Berkshire 
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WE ARE CALLED TO BEA 
MISSIONARY CHURCH 

‘We are called to be missionaries,' 
was the Archbishop’s message to a 
packed, mainly student gathering at 
St Aldate’s Church, Oxford on March 
2. ‘And I must be a missionary 
Archbishop,’ he added. He spoke of a 
Church that welcomed people and of 
a Christianity that, ‘is exciting - it’s 
for everybody - for you and for me’. 

During the Decade of Evangelism, 
the Anglican Church had been learn- 
ing some important lessons - that 
the Church is for everybody. Growing 
churches, he said, are welcoming 
churches. Most people come to faith 
through other people, so it was no 
accident that Alpha was so popular: 
‘Eating and drinking together is fun,’ 
said the Archbishop. PZ 


HAPPY MEMORIES:THE MEETING OF OLD FRIENDS 


It was a special occa- 
sion when the 
Archbishop went to 
Reading on March 3 
to officially open the 
First Steps resource 
centre in Whitely 
Wood Lane, because 
Christine Ledger (pic- 
tured) who is 
chairman of the First 
Steps management 
committee, used to 
be the Archbishop’s 
secretary when he 
was a parish priest in 
Durham! Christine is 
now a GP counsellor 
and lay reader at St 
Agnes with St Paul’s 
Church, Reading. 
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Shades of (ftass uad 

StudtO ‘Windows 

Craftsman built Lead Light and 
Stained Glass Windows. Specialists 
in Church Window refurbishment 
and replacement. 

Call us for Free quotation on: JHKHQkL 

★ lead lights 

★ Vandal damage 

★ Hand painted detail ’ . j- v 'r; 

★ Stained glass and engraved ^ 

detail. ^ '' *>:' ^ * i ’'’ 

We also specialise in the supply and If* jSf 

fitting of stainless steel and/or gal- jjgi 
vanised grills. 

Recognised by Ecclesiastical HBHBBBPl 

All work undertaken in our own 
studio. 

References available. 

INTEREST FREE TERMS AVAILABLE J 

Shades of Glass Studio 11 

12 Fane Drive gi 

Berinsfield, Oxon 0X10 7NB , r Atj 

Tel: OXFORD 01865 340831 




HflMjjLTART ggh 
Ilf OXFORD NEEDS 11 9 
VOLUNTEERS 

W© are a voluntary home-visiting scheme 
offering support and friendship to families 
with young children, under stress. 
Difficulties can include depression, isolation 
and loneliness. 

Could you offer sympathetic help to a family 
experiencing difficulties? 

For details contact the Organisers 
on (01865) 779991 




SMALL CHRISTIAN RETREAT CENTRE 
requires 

COMMITTED COUPLE 

no dependent children, for maintenance and 
house keeping/ cooking. 
Accommodation, board and small 
remuneration. 

Apply with letter and CV to Stanton House, 
Stanton St. John, Oxford 0X33 IHQ 

For the nation-wide work 
of the Church of England 

The Central Church Fund is unique. It is the only fund 
available for the general purposes of the Church of 
England as a whole. 

; It helps parishes and dioceses with imaginative and 
innovative projects of all kinds - and especially 
those that meet the needs of local communities. 

It provides for training for ministry in the church 
(donations and bequests can be directed specifically 
for this purpose). 

It makes money available for those unexpected and 
urgent needs which cannot be budgeted for. 

As a general purpose fund, its flexibility allows it to 
provide, without delay, for a host of needs that no other : 
fund is geared to cope with, and its value in this way to the 
Church of England is incalculable. 

There are inevitably many calls upon it I 
and funds are always urgently needed. 

1 Please help with your donation, | 

covenanted subscription or bequest - or 
find out more from the Secretary. 

The Central Church Fund 

Hie Central Board of Finance of the Church of England, Church House, Great Smith Street, 
WrtMRSfcr, London SW1 P 3MZ U 0171 WJ 1000 b*»«i Owily No. 24871 


PROVIDENCE ■■ 

row rsi 

(Reg Charity: 207454) ^ 

Building on our long tradition of a Christian and 
professional response to the homeless and 
dispossessed. 

As we experience the desolation of the Passion and the 
joy of Easter please help Providence Row bring joy to 
those whose lives have been made desolate by 
homelessness. Donations, Covenants, Legacies and 
Dona tions-in-kind are urgently needed to ensure that 
this essential work continues. 

Please send whatever you can to: Sister Winefride at 
Providence Row, 50 Crispin Street, London. El 6HQ. 

1 enclose a donation for your work 
Please debit my Mastercard □ Visa □ 

Charity Card □ (tick) 

No: □□□□ □□□□ □□□□ □□□□ 
Expiry date: 

Amount: £ 

Date: 

Or send a cheque, made payable to 
Providence Row 

Please send me further information about the work 
of Providence Row 

Name 

Address 
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STOLES 

and all embroidered 
vestments and furnishings 
including Altar Frontals, 
Lectern Falls and Banners 
made to commission 
• Embroidery repairs 
undertaken 
Plain and embroidered 
altar linen 


Embroidery 
for worship, 
ceremony and 

celebration 

Please contact 

Christine Donaldson 
OPUS 

75 Overn Avenue 
Buckingham 
MKI8 ILU 
Tel: 01280 823132 


A Decade Of Advertising 

It seems like only ten tabloid magazine to which we have all; become 



I Branches at: 

| Great Missenden 

j Tel: 01494 862168 

I Maidenhead 
Tel: 01628 621985 
| Wolverton 
j Tel: 01908 22133 


St Andrew’s 

Bookshops 

Supporting the Diocese 

St Clements & St Ebbes, 
Oxford Tel: 01865 247567 
Reading 

•Tel: 0118 9576078 
Witney Tel: 01993 709429 
Wokingham 
Tel: 0118 9776715 
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Typesetters to 
The Door and 
several other 
Diocesan 
Publications in 
the UK, are 
pleased & proud 
to be associated 
with them 
on their 101st 
Anniversary Issue 


s '!5 Sit, News 


minutes ago, and not ten 
2j years ago, that 1 was 
approached by The 
Diocese of Oxford, who 
wanted to know whether 
I and my skilled adver- 
tising sales team would 
be able to procure 
enough advertisement 
revenue to offset the 
costs of paper, typeset- 
ting and printing and 
delivery for a monthly 
diocesan newspaper, with 
a circulation of 60,000 copies across Oxon, 
Bucks and Berks! 

I was at that time, General Manager of ‘The 
Oxford Journal’ and we were quite used to sell- 
ing lots of advertising space. Although we were 
unsure, we were enthusiastic and full of energy 
and we accepted the challenge (albeit on a trial 
basis for a year). 

What sort of business would want to advertise 
in a Church newspaper? Looking back I think 
we approached the task with a certain amount of 
narrow mindedness - concentrating our advertis- 
ing calls on funeral services, stonemasons, resi- 
dential homes and jumble sales - perhaps that 
was what our perception of what the Church of 
England was all about! - “something the older 
folk would be interested in”(!!) Indeed to some 
extent that perception of our readership profile is 
still shared (wrongly I might add) by many of 
the businesses that we contact about advertising 
today. Similarly, it is not unusual for them to 
visualise a small A4 folded sheet hidden in a 
dark corner or a little table at the back of the 
Church - not the magnificent 24 page monthly 

The Duke’s Music 

Everybody’s Music 
Specialist 

Rep airs. Rentals & Sales 
Repairs By Our Own Technicians 

Guitars & Amps - Flutes - Clarinets - Woodwind - 
Saxophones - Brass - Violins - Cellos - Strings 

Stoat Made - FAST Mail Order Service 

Specialists in Ethnic Instruments 

I Didgeridoos. Rain Sticks. Drums 
Call In for a Demonstration 

Unique Selection of Gifts ■■■ 


3 ( 01280 ) 821771 


24 Markat Hill, Buckingham MK18 tJX 



WE PRINT GOOD NEWS 



101st ISSUE!! 

from all at 

GOODHEAD PRINT 
Official Printers for THE DOOR 
and Otk er Diocesan Newspapers 
in tke UK. 

Contact our Marketing Department for information 
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Goodhead Print Group PLC, Launton Road, 
Bicester, Oxon OX6 7QZ Tel: 01869 363 363 

e-mail markcting@goodkead.co.uk 


accustomed. 

We owe much of our success it must be said, to 
the continued support (and tolerance!) of our 
advertising clients and for this we whole-heart- 
edly thank them. 

The advertising division of the company has 
expanded considerably since then, and working 
from large offices in Oxford, generates advertis- 
ing revenue to fund total production (other than 
editorial costs) for some seven other dioceses. 

In 1994 following the successful relationship 
the division took on the work of ‘The 
Winchester Way’ for the Winchester Diocese. 
followed months later by ‘The Sarum Link’ for 
the Salisbury Diocese. 

In 1996 The division was approached by the 
Bath and Wells Diocese to take on the full ser- 
vice production of ‘The Grapevine’ and this was 
further complemented in March 1997 when a 
joint venture between The Bristol Diocese and 
Diocesan Publishing produced the new Christian 
title ‘The Three Crowns’. 

Our aim is to secure sufficient advertising rev- 
enue each month to fund the full production of 
each diocesan newspaper (other than editorial 
costs) to ensure their financial security and 
future in what has become an increasingly com- 
petitive market place. 

In January 1998 the company took on the work 
of ‘The Guildford Diocesan Herald’ for the 
Diocese of Guildford and then commenced work 
on the very first Ecumenical Diocesan 
Newspaper in the UK for the Gloucester Diocese 
during Christmas 1998. 

Our expertise has received a further boost with 
the recent launch, in collaboration with the 
Diocese of Sheffield, of a new title commencing 
at Easter ‘The Sheffield Diocesan News’. 

Our success/growth (if you can call it that) is 
only as good as the other support teams that it 
works alongside, not just advertisers but our 
wonderful distributors who regularly brave the 
elements to get THE DOOR out each month. 



Langston Pnorp 

DUAL REGISTERED 
RESIDENTIAL AND NURSING HOME 

Proprietor: Mr. R. L. Burden, B.Sc. 

Qualified Staff with 24 hour care 
Pleasant Rooms for Single Occupancy 
or for Married Couples 
Lift * Call Bells * En Suites 
Comfortable Rooms at Sensible Prices 

Congratulations to 

» SDOOR 

on its 101st issue 

STATION ROAD, 

KINGHAM, OXON 
NEAR STOW-ON-THE-WOLD 

( 01608 ) 658233 



Your Book in Print 

• Church Histories • Biographies • 

• Fund Raising Books • 

• Print Runs 200 - 2000 copies • 

For free quotations and publishing advice 

Church Magazines and Newsletters 
Printed Monthly or Quarterly 
Prices from £140 for 500 I6pp magazines 

SOTHERANS 

PRINTERS & PUBLISHERS 

FREEPOST, DeptY, Queen Street, Redcar TS 1 0 I BR 
Tel. 0800 834 349 
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TRINITY CARE 

caring for the whole person 

Brookfield Christian Care Home 
Greater Leys, Oxford 

NOW OPEN 

Purpose built 66 bed 
frail elderly and EMI Unit 

I need a motivated, reliable and dedicated team of 
staff to provide high quality care 

RONS. RMNS, ENS. CARE ASSISTANTS. 
DOMESTIC. CATERING, 

LAUNDRY AND ADMIN 
Start the new year with a new challenge ^ 

For further information and application forms 
please contact: 

Mrs Wendy Champion, Home Manager 

0831 180134 


WE DELIVER GOOD NEWS 



101st ISSUE! ! 

from all at 

MDH DISTRIBUTION 
Official Distributor for THE DOOR 
and Other Diocesan Newspapers 
in the UK. 
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Five Acres, Five Acres Close, Chase Road, 
Lindford, Hampshire GU35 ORR 
Tel: No 01420 488440 
Fax No: 01420 488446 
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Oxford 

Diocesan 

PRAYER 

DIARY 


for April 

Edited by Graham Canning 

C ome now and dwell with us Lord 
Christ Jesus: hear our prayer and be 
with us always. And when you 
| come in your glory: make us to be one 
with you and to share the life of your 
| kingdom. 

| Let us pray to God our Father for: 

MAUNDY THURSDAY Thursday 1st 
| The Churches of pur Diocese and of the 
Diocese of Kimberley and Kuruman, and 
| all the communities we serve. 

Jesus said : A new commandment I give unto 
| you: that you love one another as I have loved 
you. By this shall all people know that you are 
my disciples, if you have love for one another. 
GOOD FRIDAY Friday 2nd 
We adore you 0 Christ and we bless you because 
by your holy cross you have redeemed the world. 
EASTER EVE Saturday 3rd 
May the light of Christ, rising in glory banish 
the darkness from our hearts and minds. 
EASTER DAY Sunday 4th 



Blessed are you, 0 God, the father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ! In your great mercy 
you have given us new birth into a liv- 
ing hope by the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead. 


Monday 5th Reading Deanery, as they 
move forward on their deanery plan, as 
they consider where they need to rethink, 
and where they need to provide greater 
support; as they try to produce a fair 
means of allocating the deanery share 
amongst the parishes; as they seek to be 
the Body of Christ in their large and 
vibrant deanery. For the Area Dean - Brian 
Shenton: Synod Lay Chairman - Mary 
Harwood. Readers for the deaf - Clifford 
Powell, K Dyson, J Palmer: Clergy - Colin 
Bass; Reader - Tony Bushell. 

Tuesday 6th Beech Hill, Grazeley and 
Spencers Wood: clergy - Joan Hicks 
Wednesday 7th Caversham Group 
Ministry - Mapledurham with Caversham 
Park: Clergy - Richard Kingsbury, Andrew 
Evans, Cathy Pynn: Readers - Roger An tell, 
John Madeley, Bill Vincent, Rosalind 
Rutherford. Caversham Park LEP: clergy - 
Philip Abrey: Methodist lay preacher - 
Elizabeth Carter: 

Baptist lay preacher - Jeanne Smith: read- 
ers - Paula Andrews, Margaret Dimmick. 
Caversham St .Andrew: clergy - Bill 
Carpenter. Caversham St John the Baptist: . 
clergy - Stephen Rowe, Christine Rowe: 
reader - Stephen Cousins. 

Thursday 8th Earley St Nicolas: clergy - 
Tim Platts. Early St Peter: clergy - Derek 
Spears, Jo Loveridge: readers - Roy Baxter, 
Carole Cull. 

Friday 9th Earley Trinity LEP: clergy - 
Simon Howard, Nick Thompson. 
Caversham Group Ministry - Emmer 
Green: clergy - Nigel Hardcastle, John 
Dudley, Edward Tildesley: readers - 
Elizabeth Gash, June Hardcastle. 

Saturday 10th Reading All Saints: clergy - 
Henry Everett: readers - Sylvia Cummins, 
Anthony Green. Reading Christ Church: 
clergy - David West. 

SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER 
Sunday 11th Reading Greyfriars: clergy - 
Jonathan Wilmot, William Olhausen: full 
time youth worker - Andy Freeman: read- 
ers - Philip Giddings, Sue Wilmot. Reading 
Holy Trinity: Reading St Mark: clergy - 
Jonathan Baker, Charles Card-Reynolds, 
Ronald Lush, Peter Cooper. 

Monday 12th Reading St Agnes with 
St.Paul: clergy - Richard Cowan, Eve 
Houghton: readers - Christine Ledger, John 
Ledger, Megan Kirby. Reading St. Barnabas: 
clergy - Bill Hetling. 

Tuesday 13th Reading St Giles: clergy - 
Michael Melrose. 

Reading St John Evangelist and St 


Stephen: clergy - Tony Vigars, Maureen 
Devine: readers - Alan Lawrence, Peter 
Marshall. 

Wednesday 14th Reading St Luke with 
St.Bartholomew: clergy - Brian Blackman, 
Christine Blackman. 

Thursday 15th Reading St Mary with 
St.Laurence: Reading St Matthew: clergy - 
Brian Shenton, David Jasper: readers - Pat 
Willis, Peter Grosse. 

Swinfield: clergy - Owen Murphy: reader - 
Michael Dexter-Elisha. 

Friday 16th Swallowfield: Farley Hill 
Chapel: clergy - Peter Bannister. 

Saturday 17th Tilehurst Group Ministry: 
Calcot: clergy - Allan Barnes: reader - 
Richard Franklin. Tilehurst St Catherine 
of Siena: The Cornwell Community 
Church: clergy - Alison Beever: readers - 
Tony Bartlett, Mike Heather. 


Christ - here in our midst 

Christ Jesus is here - here 
as on the first day; 
here among us eternally, 
as on Easter morning; 
here with us for ever 
as fully as the first day; 
here in our midst 
through all the days of his 
eternity; 
for he is risen! 

Alleluia! 

This prayer is by Pierre Take from France. We 
saw it in Milton Keynes spring Prayer Cycle 
and they in turn took it from Prayers 
Encircling the World (SPCK). 


THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER 
Sunday 18th Tilehurst St Mary Magdalen: 
clergy - William Cleeve: reader - Tony 
Bartlett. Tilehurst St Michael: clergy - Fred 
Dawson: readers - Anne Attewell, Joy 
Cooper, Len Harris, Don Wark. Tylehurst 
St George: clergy - Adam Carlill. 

Monday 19th Woodley Team Ministry 
(with Emmanuel Church Centre, 
Woodfield Airfield Church): clergy - Fred 
Woods, David Byrne, Julia Wright, Paul 
Roberts: licensed lay workers - Richard 
Priestley CA, Mandy Priestley CA: readers - 
Susan Walters, Michael Patterson, David 
Fulford, David Karsten. 

Tuesday 20th Milton Keynes Deanery. For 
the full scale review of work and resources 


in Milton Keynes to be conducted later 
this year for the Bishops Council; for the 
Churches’ involvement in the regenera- 
tion initiatives for Bletchley and 
Wolverton town centre, for the beginning 
of the new church plant in Westcroft from 
Wotling Valley Parish For the Rural Dean - 
lan Pusey: Synod Lay Chairman - Penny 
Keens. 

Wednesday 21st Milton Keynes Christian 
Council: Ecumenical Moderator - Revd 
Murdoch Mackenzie. Milton Keynes Sector 
Team: team leader - Stephen Norrish: team 
ministers - Graham Skipsey, Ruth Walker. 
Thursday 22nd Bletchley: clergy - Ian 
Pusey, Luke Wickings, Tony Clark: readers 

- Peggy Faithfull, Robin Rowles, Michael 
Warner.Whaddon Way LEP clergy - Alan 
Bird, Janet Lawrence: lay pastors - Peter 
Cutler, Sue Gibbs, Ken Pitkethly. 

Friday 23rd Fenny Stratford: clergy - Victor 
Bullock, Ian Thomas: reader - Allan Bone. 
Milton Keynes Christ the Cornerstone LEP: 
clergy - Michael Burns, Daphne Williams, 
David Moore: RC sister - Mary Slaven. 
Saturday 24th Stantonbury and Willen 
Team Ministry LEP: clergy - John Ponter, 
Jan Appleby, Peter Worthen, Jacqui Henry, 
Keith John, Jo Stoker, Shaun Sanders, Dilly 
Baker: readers - Arthur Chadwick, Ann 
Franklin, Pat Collins. Cis Jones, Margaret 
Moakes: Methodist lay preachers - Ruth 
Walker-Singh, Brenda Chappell: Baptist lay 
preacher - Margaret Prisk. 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
Sunday 25th Stony Stratford: Calverton: 
clergy - Ross Northing: licensed lay worker - 
Janet Northing CA 

Monday 26th ST MARK THE EVANGELIST 
Walton Team Ministry LEP: clergy - David 
Lunn, Brendan Killeen, Stuart Dennis, 

Susan Staff. 

Tuesday 27th Water Eaton LEP: clergy - 
Paul Smith, Christopher Bell: parish evan- 
gelist - Irene Lees 

Wednesday 28th Watling Valley Team 
Ministry LEP: clergy - John Waller, Valerie 
Rushton, David Yates: licensed lay workers 

- Nikki Foster-Kruczek CA, Matt IGriczek 
CAURC lay preacher - Neil Eldridge: read- 
ers - Phyllis Bunnett, Alison Wale. 
Thursday 29th Wolverton: clergy - Jeremy 
Trigg, Ian Rod ley: reader - Marion 
Ballance. 

Friday 30th Woughton Team Ministry LEP: 
clergy - David Rudiger, Mike Houston, Ian 
Parker: readers - Mike Davidge, Barry 
Howson, Judy Howson, Freda Jackman, 
Tony Stanyer. 



Brookfield Christian Care 

Home 


Providing Whole Person Care meeting the physical, 
emotional and spiritual needs of the individual. 

Purpose built quality nursing accommodation for frail 
elderly and elderly mentally infirm people. 

TEL: 01865 779888 

Little Bury, off Grenoble Road, Oxford 0X4 5UY 


Fax: 01865 779444 



Ichthus Christian 
Fellowship 
107 Stanstead Road 
Forest Hill, 

London SE23 1HH 
Telephone 0181 291-4057 
Facsimile 0181 291-6764 


CHRISTIAN HllOWSHIP 

NETWORK is a one 

year training course, from 
September to July, to 
equip people for 
leadership and mission. It 
is for those who are 21 
and over, and already 
have some leadership 
experience. Subjects 
cover issues in theology, 
practical ministry and 
lifestyle. The teaching is 
worked out in a practical 
placement in a local 
Ichthus congregation. 

JULY PROJECT 

‘99 is an intensive 


training course - a life- 
changing month or 2 
weeks of teaching and 
hands-on practical 
experience in inner city 
evangelism with people 
who are already doing it! 
Applicants will normally 
be 18 years old, and be 
ready for a challenge. 
The course runs from 26 
June to 25 July. 

For further information 
contact the 

Training Administrator, 
107 Stanstead Road, 
Forest Hill, SE23 1HH, 
phone 0181 291 4057. 

A registered charity no. 
269575 * 


Answering the Church 
Treasurer’s Prayer 

As a Parish Treasurer or P.C.C. Member, 
you may like to know that the CBF 
Church of England Funds are designed 
specifically for a Parish’s short term cash 
balances and long term reserves. 

To receive a free brochure about these 
long-established and successful • funds, 
just telephone our Client Services 
Department on 0171 588 1815 or write to 
St Alphage House, 2 Fore Street, London, 
EC2Y 5AQ. 

^hl 


CBF 

FUNDS 


The CBF Church of England Funds 
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Investment and Cash Management 
for the Church of England 
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ALZHEIMER’S DISEASE 

We are a Registered Nursing Home, specialising in the 
tranquilliser-free care of patients with Alzheimer’s disease. 
We have qualified and experienced staff, large gardens 
and grounds, and beautiful views. 

If you are interested in long term, 
or respite care, contact: 

GEORGE TUTHILL 
who will be pleased to show you around. 

^C&KDINGTON Near Banbury 

jR)USB Oxon 0X17 1SD 

Telephone: (01295) 750513 
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ALAN G. WRIGHT & CO LTD 
Monumental 
Masons 

Sherborne House, Shaw Hill 
Newbury RG14 2EQ 

Telephone: (01635) 40480 

for a free brochure and advice 


A fully serviced 
apartment at 
Aynhoe Park 

At Aynhoe Park we have apartments 
suited to retired professional people. 
The Apartments range in size from 
small studio rooms to three-roomed 
apartments. All have a private 
bathroom and utility area. All meals, 
cleaning, apartment maintenance and 
heating are provided and there is 24 
hour cover. 

At the moment we have a selection of 
vacant apartments. A loan is payable 
for the apartment and a monthly 
charge covers the services provided. 

If you would like to know 
more, or view the 
apartments, telephone Tony 
and Judy Bester on 

( 01869 ) 810636 . 




ALL OUR DENTURISTS ARE QUALIFIED BY 
THE GEORGE BROWN COLLEGE OF 
DENTURISM, ONTARIO, CANADA 
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174 DESBOROUGH ROAD, HIGH WYCOMBE, 
PUBLIC CAR PARK AT REAR 



Freelananouse 


a DOVE CARE nursing and residential home 

Set in extensive lawns and gardens, Freeland House provides 
high quality nursing care in elegant surroundings 

NOW OPEN 

A magnificent new extension offering spacious single en-suite bed- 
rooms, all with garden views and furnished to a high standard. 
The elegant original house has several sitting and dining rooms and a 
programme of recreational activities is available for those clients who 
wish to join in. 

If you would like more information contact 

Matron, Freeland House Nursing and Residential Home, 
Wrosyln Road, Freeland, Nr. Witney, Oxon OX8 8AH 

Tel. 01993 881258 

Alternatively, please call in when you are passing. 


Crossways Thrust JL td. 

Reg Charity No. 23160 

Crossways Trust is a non-profit making charity which , for the past 50 years 
has run residential and nursing homes for the elderly. 

Now , in its Golden Jubilee year the Trust is delighted to announce its new 
ownership of 

The Swallows Care Centre, Epsom Grove, Bletchley 
Nr Milton Keynes, Buckinghamshire 
Tel: 01908 630670. Fax: 01908 630680 

“The Swallows” is situated on the outskirts of Bletchley within a community 
setting. It is appointed to the highest standard and all rooms have en-suite 
facilities. All meals are home cooked with a varied daily menu. We would be 
delighted for you to visit our Home and to view the superb facilities 
available to the Residents, including a library, hairdressing salon and 
shopping facilities. Our Day Centre is used 
by both residents and the local community, 
offering a variety of activities. 

For our less able residents 24-hour nursing 
care is available. The Trust has established a 
reputation over the past 50 years for provid- 
ing care of the highest quality in its Homes, 
treating each resident as an individual, with 
their own special qualities, experience and 
talents. Every member of staff is dedicated to encouraging this ethos. 

For further details please apply directly to the Manager of the Home or to our 
Head Office at the following address: 

CROSSWAYS TRUST LIMITED 
19 PARKFIELD ROAD, WORTHING, WEST SUSSEX BN 13 1EN 
Telephone 01903 211011. Fax: 01903 211077 



oxford ShopMobility 

Telephone: 01865 248737 


Funded by Affiliated to 



Federation of 
Shopmobility 
Schemes 


Who can use the scheme? 

Anyone with a mobility difficulty as a result of permanent 
or temporary disablement, age, accident or illness 

The service is available for use by both the young and elderly alike and you do not 
have to be an orange badge holder to take advantage of the Shopmobility scheme 

When is it open? 

Tuesday-Saturday 1 0am-4pm. (Also some late night shopping day? and special occa- 
sions - see the Shopmobility noticeboard for details) 

hgw much dges it cgsl? 

There is no charge tor borrowing our vehicles 
Free parking is available tor users of the scheme 

hgw far can 1 flg? 

Anywhere within the City Centre Most of the footpaths have dropped kerbs at conve- 
nient points which will accommodate wheelchairs and scooters If you have problems 
at particular locations, inform the shopmobility office 

How does the scheme operate and how can 1 join? 

On your first visit the Shopmobility Office wiM require you to fill in a simple application 
form to become a member of the scheme, and to provide some proof of identification 
Next time you want to use Shopmobility simply telephone and give your membership 
number and we will arrange for your choice of vehicle to be made ready 
We will help you choose the best vehicle for your needs and you will be shown how to 
operate it safely An area of the car park is set aside for trying the wheelchairs out and 
you can have as much practice as you like 

We will keep a record of your special requirements and issue you with a membership 
card Next time you visit the scheme simply show your card and we will arrange for 
your choice of vehicle to be made ready 

3ookinq a wheelchair or scooter 

Please note you must book your wheelchair or scooter at least a day in advance 
01865 248737. This is particularly important during busy shopping times such as the 
build up to Christmas If you have used the scheme before please remember to tel! us 
your name and membership number 

Wh?t is thg m aximum hire pgripd? 

This is dependent on the wheelchairs availability When you telephone and 
make your prior booking you will be advised on the period available. 

Ca n I h av s h elp with mv $h<?ppiofl2 

Yes. Volunteer escorts are available between 1 1 30am-3.30pm on Thursdays 
during the college term. Please book in advance. 

burning try? wheeicMr <?r rereteE 

When you finish shopping please return your vehicle to Shopmobility. 
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Art Work 
by Ric 

Specialising in 
murals for children’s 
rooms. Stained glass 
mirrors and 
windows, complete 
design and 
decorating service 
available. 

Free estimates given. 
In depth artistic 
designs. 

Tel: 01295 277639 





UNIVERSAL CARE 


Caring in your 
own home 



^ For a helping hand 

\ 01494 678503 

•'Chester House. 9 Windsor End 
Beaconslield, Buds HP9 21] 


STRESSED? 

DEPRESSED? IN PAIN? 

Try complementary medicine, within a Christian 
context, with Mrs M.F. Bewley, fully registered 
and qualified in • aromatherapy • reflexology 
• remedial massage 

• Dr Vodder manual lymphatic drainage (MLD) 
Her work has been blessed by Lord coggan 
Contact: Mrs M.F. Bewley 
Home: 01235 555932 
Delawarr Clinic 01865 200365 


ACE DENTURE 
CENTRES 


DEDICATED TO THE CARE 
OF DENTURE WEARERS 

Established 20 years 

We make dentures look 
like real natural teeth at 
affordable prices on the 
► premises 

FREE CONSULTATION 
Sunken features can be supported to 
return to your natural appearance 
Economy dentures for senior citizens 
Delicate chrome plates 
Comfortable soft linings 
Evening appointments 
For the ultimate life-like 
dentures enquire about 
our IVOCLAR DENTURE 
SYSTEM 
Quality Porcelain Teeth Available 
Phone for a free information pack 

DENTURES REPAIRED WHILE 
YOU WAIT 

For appointments phone 
(24 hour) 


Upmptnn Mil Nursing Hnmr 

Small, friendly nursing home situated in the pleasant village of 
Chinnor providing total nursing care in comfortable 
surroundings. 

Single and Companion Rooms • En suite facilities available 
• Long or short stay • Ut to first floor • Full central heating 
• Minibus. 

For further information and/or an 
appointment to view please contact: 

Mrs. M. Adams (Matron) on Telephone (01844) 351766 
36 Lower Icknleld Way, Chinnor, Oxford 0X9 4EB 


★★★★ 
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EDWARDS & GODDING 
AGA HOUSE 
9D LOVEROCK ROAD 
READING RG30 1DZ 

E 
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0118 939 3046 
01865 204313 
01635 44786 

I 

AUTHORISED AGENT FOR 
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AGA 

E 

SALES AND SERVICE 


Everything, [else pales 



EDD SERVICES LTD 

32b Fairview Road. Hunger ford, Berkshire 
Tel: 01488 683744. Fax: 01 488 685406 


There’s something about an F.SSF. that stands out. It may not 
be the first cooking range manufacturer you think of (even 
though they’ve been cooking & heating homes for a century 
and a half), but if you take the rime to 
come and see one in our showroom, 
you’ll understand what makes an ESSE 
stand out from the crowd. 

HIGH WYCOMBE 

S6apm«6(JUty 

For FREE loan of battery scooters, 
manual and power wheelchairs 
Open Monday to Saturday 

V -7Kj TELEPHONE: 

kJJ 01494 472277 


* 


37 CAMBRIDGE ST., AYLESBURY 
Rear of Marks & Spencers 
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Genetic Study of Handedness 
& Personality 

The University of Oxford Department of 
Psychiatry is looking for families to take 
part in a research project which takes 
about 100 minutes for each person. 

We need 2 adult siblings (male or female, 
left or right handed) plus thier mother 
(essential) and father (if possible) 

For further details, please contact: 

J. Rue 

Phone (01865 226290 (answerphone) 
e-mail: judith.rue@psych.ox.ac.uk 
Write to: 

J. Rue, Dept, of Psychiatry, 
Warneford Hospital, Oxford OX3 7JX 


DISABLED CARE AND MOBILITY 

SHOWROOM OPEN MON-SAT INC. 9-30ain TO 4.00pm TEL. 01793 701313 

514 CRICKLADE ROAD, (OPP MOONRAKER PUB), SWINDON 


POWERCHAIRS AND SCOOTERS 










For a sense of freedom . . . out of doors . . . and around the home 



WALKING AIDS 




STAIR LIFT 


BATH LIFT 

PHONE FORA FREE MAIL ORDER CATALOGUE AND BROCHURES 

LOCAL SALES AND SERVICE - FREEPHONE 0500 124688 
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THE FRUIT OFTHE CROSS 



A new Bible study from Tony Kidd with illustrations by Brady Senior, 
At the Foot of. the Cross (Scripture Union, ISBN 1-85999-2471, £3.99) fol- 
lows Jesus from the agony of Gethsemane through to the victory of 
Easter. In his recommendation, the Archbishop of York, the Most 
Revd and Rt Hon David Hope, says: ‘On the journey we are invited to 
pause and consider aspects of the Lord’s passion, forsakeness and for- 
giveness in the context of prayer and praise. . . However it is 
undertaken, the material - prayer, responses, songs, psalms, medita- 
tion - is skillfully collected and ordered. . . It seeks to engage the 
entirety of one’s being and attention more deeply and profoundly on 
the mystery of the Lord’s death and resurrection, and, in so doing, to 
realise the fruits of one’s prayer in daily living’. 


We need a Christian vision for Britain 


Faith and Power, Christianity and Islam in ‘ Secular ' 
Britain , by Lesslie Newbigin, Lamin Sanneh and 
Jenny Taylor (SPCK, £12.99) addresses what may 
prove to be a crucial unraised question in Britain 
today. Both in the Church and in the political 
arena, it is too sensitive and too challenging for 
most people to probe deeply into the claims of 
Muslims in public life. 

The authors take very seriously the Muslim chal- 
lenge to the ruling ideology. Newbigin, in his last 
book before his recent death, argues that only the 
Gospel can provide a basis for a society which is 
free, but in which freedom does not lead to disinte- 
gration and destruction. As against the freedom we 
have misused is the Muslim insistence on the 
necessity of using state power to ‘command the 
good and forbid the evil’. 

Religion has been brought back into 
the public sphere, not by Christians, 
but by Muslims 

Religion has been brought back into the public 
sphere, not by Christians, but by Muslims. A main 
theme of the.book is that Muslims are raising 
issues which the Church has long neglected, where- 
as it is the Gospel that can and should provide 
answers to the whole range of social questions. 

Jenny Taylor, a former editor of Interserve’s 
magazine Go, provides a case study of the recent 


riots in Bradford which shows how policies in edu- 
cation and social services lock the young into 
ghetto living and exacerbate inequality. 
Widespread physical, emotional and sexual abuse 
is ignored, or even sanctioned for the sake of 
‘respect for culture’. 

Will the Church wake up and 
witness beyond the cosy 

quarantine of Sunday worship? 

The book calls for effective Christian initiative and 
influence in areas such as media, education, law, 
local government and family and sexuality, in all 
of which spiritual questions surface as matters of 
public concern. The issues are critical. Will the 
Church wake up and speak, live and witness beyond 
the cosy quarantine of Sunday worship? Can it 
recover a vision for the whole of society with a 
Christian heart, struggling for truth, but freely 
allowing contradiction (as God does?) Or will the 
increasing tensions between Islam and the West 
lead to catastrophe? 

This is a book to put into the hands of any lead- 
ers in Church or state who will read it. It is needed 
by anyone concerned for the future of Britain. 

John Ray 

The Revd John Ray is an Interserve council member and a 
member of Interserve's Ministry among Asians in Britain 
committee. He formerly lived and worked in both India 
and Pakistan. This review first appeared in Go magazine. 


Habits for a lifetime 

‘Everybody seems to be interested in nuns. A 
life with no pay, no sex either for fun or pro- 
creation, no chance to travel, no 
opportunities for promotion, nothing to strive 
for,’ writes Isabel Losada in the introduction 
to her book New Habits (Hodder and 
Stoughton, ISBN 0-340-72238-X, £7.99). 

I am not just interested in nuns, I am fascinat- 
ed by them, probably because between the age 
of five and 18, 1 spent a great deal of time in 
their company. At my two convent schools, my 
friends and I indulged in much harmless spec- 
ulation: - did Reverend Mother really go 
swimming at 6am in a black bathing cos- 
tume; and was that pretty kitchen Sister truly 
in love with the gardener as everybody said? 
But despite our playground gossip, I realise 
after reading Isabel Losada’s book, that I never 
really knew anything about my nuns or their 
motives for entering the religious life. This 
book came as a revelation. 

A former TV presenter and producer and a sin- 
gle mother, Losada decided to write her book 
after a ‘pretty, bubbly and huge fun-to-be- 
with’ friend decided to enter a convent. She 
began the interviews scarcely believing in God 
at all and with a high degree of cynicism, 
expecting suppression, grim formality and 
unreality. Instead she found joy, enthusiasm 
and a ‘curious feeling of reality having been 
enhanced’. 

Perhaps her initial cynicism is the secret of 


the book’s success. Had I been her, I would 
have brought a great deal of convent girl bag- 
gage to the conversations. Whereas she has 
produced ten remarkable interviews, some so 
candid that I wonder how they got past their 
superiors .Take the wonderful Sister Rose now 
in a Brixton convent but brought up on a 
council estate in Dagenham, who loved sex 
and misses it still and says of anyone outside 
the community who is enjoying a sexual rela- 
tionship ‘Good for you darling’ or Sister 
Margaret Anne from All Saints’, Oxford who 
admits to needing two alarm clocks to get to 
the 6am service and occasionally doesn’t 
make it at all. 

For me, the best thing about this book - apart 
from the variety, joy and common sense of all 
ten women interviewed - was its courageous 
search for the meaning of vocation and reli- 
gious life, and its honest exploration of 
complex questions such as what is the differ- 
ence between chastity and celibacy. 

I believe our Diocese has more religious hous- 
es than any other and after reading this book 
I realise how fortunate we are not just 
because of what our nuns (and monks) do v but 
for what they are. In fact I think I now under- 
stand why a woman of today might want to 
become a nun. Sister Judith, whose order is an 
enclosed contemplative one, put it this way: 
‘Am I feeding the hungry?’ - No, I’m not, but I 
hope our life is beautiful and that some peo- 
ple will see it and the God it is pointing to’. 

Christine Zwart 


New look at Ignatian spirituality ignores latest research 

Originally published in 1987 as Finding God in all Things, and reprinted in 1994, 
this introduction to Ignatian spirituality by Margaret Hebblethwaite has been re- 
issued under a new title - The Way of Ignatius (Fount, £7.99) but is otherwise 
virtually unchanged. Indeed the only additions have been a small number of unfor- 
tunate misprints not present in the former editions, and a brief new preface linking 
Ignatian spirituality to issues of women in the church and evangelism. 

It is a book which has clearly proved its worth, and it is therefore good to see that 
it is being kept in print. It is particularly valuable in providing practical advice 
about how to set about praying, and in suggesting various ways of praying inspired 
by the Spiritual Exercises of St Ignatius. True to its earlier title, it also insists on the 
link between prayer and everyday life. 

The book is arranged thematically with prayer in mind, so that although there 
are frequent quotations from practically every section of the text of the Spiritual 
Exercises, these are drawn together not by the overall movement of the Exercises 
themselves, but by the themes which they illustrate. Thus the reader who is seeking 
an introduction to the text as a whole may be somewhat confused. 

Mrs Hebblethwaite has a homely and readable style, and draws widely on her per- 
sonal experience and her experience as a spiritual director of others. She sometimes 
uses the text of Ignatius as a springboard for an exploration of areas of particular 
interest to her, for example, confession and reconciliation, and ‘The Preferential 
Option for the Poor’, but the book itself would have been poorer without this. 

My only regret is that a fuller revision was not undertaken. The ‘twenty years 
ago’ of the introduction is now 30 years, and there have been remarkable develop- 
ments inspired by Ignatius in the last decade which are simply not mentioned. The 
Week of Guided Prayer in the parish is just the most widespread of these. Also, two 
chapters give a remarkably lucid account of Ignatian discernment and decision- 
making as it was generally understood when she first wrote them. While much of 
this material remains valid, since then the research of J Toner SJ into Ignatius’ prac- 
tice has modified the picture significantly. 

Paul King 

The Revd Paul King is a priest of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Portsmouth, a Tutor on the 
Ignatian Spirituality Course (Margaret St, London) and a former course director of SPIDER. 


Witney Team Parish need an 

ORGANIST 

and Parish Deputy Director of Music, primarily 
to play at Holy Trinity Church, Woodgreen. 
Sunday services 10.45am (mainly ASB Rite A) 
with some evenings. Weekly midweek choir 
practice with a thriving mixed choir. 

2 Manual recently restored pipe organ. 

You will be playing music from a variety of 
styles. Honorarium based on RSCM rate. 
Contact for more details: Rev'd Tim Edge, 
Holy Trinity Vicarage, 4 Maidley Close, 
WITNEY, Oxon 0X8 6ER Tel: (01993) 773438 


BOOKS FOR KIDS 



n m mum ws a i — 

THE EASTER STORY CHILDRENS BIBLE BIBLE STORIES 
Only £4.99 Only £12.99 Only £7.99 


Orders below £20 please add £2 p&p 

Orders over £55 receive 10% commission/discount (please 

deduct from payment) 

Cheques payable to B. Timms 

Catalogue available on request, phone 0118 946 1987 

We accept the World Book Day Vouchers distributed through 

schools. Good commission rates given to schools. 

Why not sell our books in your local area to raise money 
for your Church/Sunday School, or your favourite chari- 
ty, or to supplement your family income. 

Send your remittance to: 


DUNSTAN HILL 

ALNWICK 

3 farm cottages \% ith 2 
beds, 

sleeps 4/6, all year 
round. 

Terms from 
£130 pvv. 

Tel: Mrs Morton on: 

01665 576481 


ALOE VERA AND 
NATURAL PRODUCTS 

For an effective answer to skin 
disorders, arthritis and 
rheumatism, period pains and 
menopause, cardio-vascular 
and digestive problems, weight 
management, stress and 
fatigue and cosmetic needs. 
Ring: 0181 392 9517 
0181 338 9478 



The Centre for 
Jewi s h-Christian 
Relati ons 


will be offering for both full and part 
rime students for the academic year 
1999-2000. the first MA in Jewish- 
Christian Relations in the UK. 
Students can study at the Centre in 
Cambridge, or via our new Distance 
Learning Programme (by 

correspondence, or via the internet). 


H oak villas 

GRAVEL ROAD, B1NF1ELD EAST 
HENLEY, OXON RG9 4LT 


Limited financial assistance available. 
For further details, contact: Deborah 
Patterson Jones. CJCR. Wesley House. 
Jesus Lane. Cambridge CB5 8BJ 
Tel: (01223)741048/9 
A t'K Reg Chanty No I069S8V lo promote 
Research and Teaching ui die field of Je»ish- 
Oinsuan Relation* 


ORGANIST AND 
CHOIRMASTER REQUIRED 

for St Peter’s Church, Farnborough. 

Choir is RSCM affiliated. Other opportunities to be involved in 
wide range of music in worship styles - music groups/orchestra. 

Apply: Canon Alan Boddington, 66 Chnrch Avenue, 
Farnborough. GU14 7AP. (01252 544754). 


^A LERT 

Warning on EUTHANASIA 

This year the British Medical Association is reconsidering 
its opposition to "Doctor Assisted Suicide" 

In 1 998 the BMA declared against the taking of human 
life, affirming "the supreme value of the individual, no 
matter who worthless or hopeless that individual may 
feel". 

If this is no longer to be thought supreme, patients will no 
longer be able to trust their doctor. 

"Assisted Suicide" will not be offered to the young and 
healthy, but to citizens who are considered better dead. 
People who need care can be made to feel dying is their 
duty. To legalise assisted death would be to discriminate 
against the people most in need of protection. 

From: Name 

address 


Please cut this message out and send it to: 
Dr Ian Bogle, Chairman of the Council 
British Medical Association, BMA House, 
Tavistock Square, London WC1H 8JP 

Published by ALERT, 27 Walpole Street, London SW3 4QA 
Tel: 0171 730 280 


**************** 
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ChurchArmy 


“OPEN YOUR EYES AND 
LOOK AT THE FIELDS.” 



Church Army has been sharing faith 
through words and action since 1 882. 
We train evangelists to work within 

Five Focus Areas: 


To find out more, contact the 

Candidates Department 
on 0181 297 6045, or 

email: h.boorman@churcharmy.org.uk 


• Area Evangelism 

• Children & Young People 

• Church Planting 

• Homeless People 

• Older People 

IS GOD CALLING YOU TO DO 
THE WORK OF AN EVANGELIST? 


Church Army 

Independents Road, 
Blackheath, London SE3 9LG 

Reg. Charity No. 226226 
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GOLDEN CHARTER 

Sf Pr e -Pa id Funeral Plans 


The caring approach to a sensitive subject 


WORRIED ABOUT 
FUNERAL COSTS? 


Many people prefer to pay now for the guaranteed 
service of their choice. 

You money is secured in an independent trust fund. 

HERITAGE & SONS 

109 OXFORD ROAD, HIGH WYCOMBE, 
BUCKS, HP1 1 2DN TEL 01494 525315 
Prices from £1,060 including disbursements 


PLEASE CALL FOR DETAILS • NO VISIT NECESSARY 


Conservation/Restoration of 
Furniture, Clocks N Objets d'art 


Colin Piper 

CONSERVATION 

• Boulle • Marquetry • Carving • Ormolu • 

• Gilding • Lacquer • Japanning • 

• Turning • Painted Finishes • 

• Marble & Pietre Dure • 

• Veneer Work • Consultancy • 

HIGHFIELD HOUSE, THE GREENS, LEAFIELD 
WITNEY, OXFORDSHIRE 0X8 5NP 
Telephone 01993 878593 

• 

This womcshot/stuoio is inciudcd on the register maintained »r the 

CONSERVATION UNIT Of THE MUSEUMS AND GALLERIES COMMISSION 


Is your local funeral director SAIF? 


In the text 
supporting this 
feature you will see 
how important it is 
to plan for the 
future. 

It is the sort of thing 
that since you were 
small you have heard 
from your parents, 
your teachers and 
now the government. 

Depending on your 
age it is often 
something that is not 
met with enthusiasm 
and because of the 
subject - death - let's 
face it, it is not a 
comfortable topic for 
discussion. 

Only when it 
touches you 

personally do you 


have to face it. 
Eventually it is the 
only thing that is 
guaranteed in life, but 
now you can 
guarantee one other 
thing and that is the 
arrangements and 
costs of your funeral 
so that at the time, it 
is one less burden to 
be considered. 



TARA 

Classic Cars 


BOOKINGS STILL TAKEN FOR 1998 


We are the only Catholic Carriage masters in this area serving 
the funeral profession. 

Although small, we are known as the premier turn out. 

All Daimler matching limousines. Chauffeur driven. 

Established 1959 

2 The Croft, Harwell, Didcot, Oxon 0X11 OED 

Proprietors: Pat and Annie Furlong 


0 


(01235) 834151 


For Funerals, Weddings and other occasions 


SAIF, the Society of 
Allied and 

Independent Funeral 
Directors, is the 


leading nationally 
recognised trade 
association for 
independent funeral 
directors. 

That is to say only 
independent funeral 
directors. You know, 
the ones in your 
village or town who 
in the majority of 
cases have been 
around for 

generations. These 
firms who have been 
quietly and with 
dignity supporting 
your community, 
carry out their duties 
and are on call 24 
hours a day. 

SAIF is very clear 
in its aims and 
objectives and has 
been campaigning 
vigorously to protect 
the role of 
independent funeral 
directors in the face 


cruse 



- bereav®! 


Oxford Cruse offers help to ALL 
bereaved people, whatever their age, sex, 
culture, religious belief or ethnic origin. 
Telephone, write or call in 
Wesley Memorial Hall, 

New Inn Hall Street, Oxford Tel: 245398 
Office: Monday to Friday Warn - 2pm 
Saturday 10am - 12pm 


of national and multi- 
national 
organisations. 
Equally, SAIF has 
been at the forefront 
of fighting for 
consumer rights so 
that the public has a 
fair deal, whether it 
be on issues of cost, 
transparency of 

ownership, standards 
of practice or 
freedom of choice. 

Did you know, 
every independent 
funeral director who 
is a member of SAIF 
is automatically 
covered by the 
Funeral Ombudsman 
Scheme? If you didn't 
know, the 

Ombudsman is there 
in the event of a 
complaint and he can 
adjudicate on this. 
But you can only use 
his services if the 
funeral firm is 
covered by the FOS. 
SAIF joined the FOS 
to show the public its 
confidence in its 


THE HAMELIN CHRISTIAN 
HEALING CENTRE 

An opportunity to receive 
Healing Ministry on a residential 
basis, incorporating a full range 
of Natural Healing treatments by 
Christian Practitioners 
For details apply 
Link Ministries 
20 Pen fold Road 
Clacton on Sea C015 1JN 
01255 474456 

Charity No 1057030 


R. C. Smallbone 

(Newbury) Ltd., 

FUNERAL 


37 Pound Street, Newbury, 
Berkshire. RG14 6AE. 

Tel: 01635 40536 
Fax: 01635 580783 




EDWARD CARTER 

4 Funeral Directors 

OMMfTMENT _ . , 

■ 24 hour service 

OMTA»ON 

DEDICATED 
CHAPEL OF REST 

A private, family business, upholding the tradi- 
tional values of dignity and respect 
Pre-paid funeral plan 
107 South Avenue, Abingdon 
0X14 IQS 

(01235) 528293/520958 


<£ rUnUt Sc $>cns 

FUNERAL SERVICES 

Chapel Lodge, 21 Corbett Road, Carterton, Oxon 


01993 842421 
Also (01993) 702123 


A 


Is YOUR 
LOCAL 
FUNERAL 
DIRECTOR 

SAIF? 


If they display the logo of The 
National Society of Allied and 
Independent Funeral Directors 
you can be sure the answer is YES. 
The local SAIF Funeral Directors within 
this feature guarantee that they are 
independently owned and 
adhere to a strict code of 
practice regulated by the 
Funeral Ombudsman. 


Kuncal Onbudsmu Scheme 



0 


The Assurance of 
Care and Trust 

SAIF National Office 0171 267 6777 e-mail: info@saif.org.uk 


SAWYER FUNERAL., 
SERVICE 'll 

32 WEST STREET, MARLOW ‘ 

Telephone: 

Marlow 483331 

Private Chapels of Rest 
A Family Business Rolls-Royce Fleet 



ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


members and the 
high standards they 
work to. 

Perhaps a funeral 
firm is not the sort of 
place you would 
normally visit but 
you may well be 
surprised at how 
much you can learn 
for the future. The 
people there are like 
you, except they are 
experts in one 
particular area of 
business. They can 
help, advise and 
guide you. Give 
answers to what may 
even seem absurd 
questions. 



The difference is, if 
you do it now you 
don't have the 
crushing emotional 
burden at the time of 
need; it is taken care 
of. Making provision 
now while your head 
and heart is clear is 


so much easier, be it 
for yourself, your 
partner or family 
member. The other 
thing of course, is by 
paying now, your 
‘investment’ to use 
an incorrect term, is 
better value than a 
savings account or 
perhaps many years 
of life insurance 
premiums. So think 
about it carefully. 

The key to this is 
select a good plan 
and a good firm. 
SAIF members up 
and down the country 
all provide Golden 
Charter information, 
the reason they do is 
that they and SAIF 
belief it is the best 
value for money with 
total freedom of 
choice carried out to 
the very highest 
standards. 

So, whatever you 
do, look out for the 
SAIF logos which 
indicate the firm is a 
member of SAIF and 
close by, you will see 
the logos for the 
Funeral Ombudsman 
Service (FOS) and 
Golden Charter. 
Remember, not all 
funeral directors are 
SAIF! 


3f?rramB SrntljprB 

3Hmtmtl Str return 

108 Oxford Street 
Woodstock 

Oxfordshire 0X20 1TX 
Telephone: 01993 811491 




PENCER 

& 

EYTON 



Independent Funeral Directors and Monumental Masons 
A family run business established in 1 96 1 
ALL UNDER ONE ROOF 

• Funeral Service • Private Chapels of Rest 
Stonemasons worksho for memorials 
The Flower Girl floral workshop 

• Golden Charter pre-paid 

funeral plans discussed with S3& 
no obligation .5SL. 


ft 


380 Worting Road, Basingstoke, Hants RG22 5DZ 
Tel: 01 256 323165 


30 . H. Hancock 


r 

Funeral Directors 
* 24 hour compassionate service - Family business 

'Our family serving your family' 

Private Chapel of Rest 

Telephone: 01869 340456 or 01993 812500 


less | 
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GOLDEN CHARTER 

^ P r e - Paid Funeral Plans 


The caring approach to a sensitive subject 


The Caring Approach to a Sensitive Subject 


Like everything 
else the cost of a 
funeral increases 
year after year. 
Due to the 
diminishing 
availability of 
burial space and 
the need by 
crematoria to meet 
stringent new EC 
regulations, 
combined with 
increased fees for 
doctors and clergy, 
funeral costs have 
increased ahead of 
inflation. 

The average price 
of a simple funeral 
in the UK is now 
*£1,657 for burial 
and £1,101 for 
cremation. 

During the two 
year period 1996-98 
the average cost 
rose by 7.5% for 
cremation and 8.8% 
for burial whereas 


the Retail Price 
Index only rose by 
6.2% over the same 
period. 

So it is now 
surprising that over 

250.000 people in 

the UK have now 
planned and paid for 
their funerals in 

advance. By doing 
so they have 

demonstrated their 
thoughtfulness and 
care for their family 
and friends by 

removing not only 
the burden of 

funeral costs but 
also easing the 

stress of making the 
arrangements. 

Many of them did 
so through Golden 
Charter, a British 
company, and 
Britain's largest 
funeral planning 
network. Around 

2.000 locally owned 


and run independent 
funeral directors 
throughout the UK 
now choose to 
recommend Golden 
Charter to their 
clients. 


the client has 
selected unless the 
plan details are 
changed. 

This is not the case 
with some plans on 
the market, so be 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


Why ...? Because 
Golden Charter is 
the only plan that 
allows the client to 
cover all the costs 
related to the 
funeral. This means 
that the funeral 
director can 

guarantee the family 
will never be asked 
to pay more money 
for the arrangements 


sure to check 
exactly what is 
covered if you are 
shopping around. 

Also, make sure 
that you can select 
and use the local 
funeral director of 
your choice. Some 
plans restrict your 
choice by 

nominating a firm 
owned by the plan's 


MICHAEL HARRIS I ARNOLD FUNERAL 

1 SERVICE 


MONUMENTAL MASONS 

• Quality memorials supplied and erected 
x • Hand carved lettering a speciality 
• Existing memorials renovated, 

• Personal design service 
GRANITE - MARBLE - STONE 
HAND CRAFTED QUALITY WORK 

ABINGDON 01235 520617 FAX: 530739 
EVENINGS: 01235 848335 
161A OAK STREET, ABINGDON, OXON 0X14 5DL 


Caring family business 

PREPAYMENT FUNERAL PLAN 
AVAILABLE 

891 London Road, High Wycombe 

(01494) 472572 

38 Oak End Way, Gerrards Cross 

(01753) 891892 


24 HOUR SERVICE 


parent company. 

You can 

personalise any of 
Golden Charter's 
four plans to suit 
your own 

requirements 
through their unique 
Select Reserve 
option. 

It is important to 
distinguish between 
a pre-paid funeral 
plan and the funeral 
expenses policies 
offered by insurance 
companies. Such 
policies do not 
guarantee to fully 
cover the costs of 
the funeral and if 
you are in 

reasonable health 
the sum paid out to 
the family could 
easily be less than 
the amount you 
have paid in 

premium. 


Golden Charter 
even ensure that the 
thoughtfulness you 
show in purchasing 
a plan is 
remembered for 

many years to come. 
Through an 

exclusive 
arrangement with 
the Woodland Trust 
a tree is planted on 
your behalf in one 
of the Trust's 

woodland sites. A 
living legacy for 
future generations to 
enjoy. 

Golden Charter are 
the only plans 

recommended by 
the Society of Allied 
and Independent 
Funeral Directors 
(SAIF). 

NATIONAL 
HELPLINE 0800 
833800. 


K. Y. GREEN 

Funeral Directors 

29 Cambridge Street, Aylesbury 

Aylesbury (01296) 482041 

24 HOUR SERVICE 

Golden Charter Funeral Pre-payment Plan 
CKljHp Established 200 years 
(j jB BB Still a Real Family Business 
Private Chapel of Rest at Marsh Road, Little Kimble 


O oU) £t, 

& Sole 

Funeral Service 

Personal Service from a Qualified Funeral 
Director. Memorials designed and supplied 
to any area from our brochure. 
Bidstone Close, Over Norton, Chipping Norton, 
Oxon 0X7 5PP 

Tel: 01608 644112 - any hour 


% 


CARING FUNERAL 
SERVICES 

S & R CHILDS 

69 LONDON ROAD, HEADINGTON 
We are a privately owned family 
business which offers a personal 
24-hour service to all clients. 

Tel: SANDRA HOMEWOOD (nee Childs) 

(01865) 427272 

You 'll notice the 
difference 


SURMAN & HORWOOD 
FUNERAL SERVICE 

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST 
24 HOUR SERVICE 
MONUMENTAL STONEMASONS 

Incorporating The Funeral Department 
of Hobbs & Castle of Watlington 
PRIVATE FAMILY RUN BUSINESS 
The Green Crowell 25 High Street 

Chinnor Princes Risborough 

(01844) 351323 (01844) 274842 

All numbers offer a 24 nour 


hour emergency service 


HOWARD CHADWICK 
FUNERAL SERVICE 

A caring family-owned and managed 
Funeral Directors 

.old^ Private Chapel of Rest 

24 hour personal attention 
Monumental Stone Masons 
Clockhouse Cottage Benson Lane 
Crowmarsh, Wallingford 
Telephone 01491 825222 


The caring approach to a sensitive subject 
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REQUIRED 
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CHARTER 
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GOLDEN CHARTER 


Abbey View Funeral Home 


INDEPENDENT FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS GOLDEN Cl 1 ARTUlv 

24 HOUR PERSONAL SERVICE, PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST w p re -Paid Funeral Plan 
CARE, COMPASSION. EXCELLENCE ^ 

Golden Charter pre-paid and instalment plans available to suit your needs all under the supervision of Ian Bailey 

BASINGSTOKE 01256 851231 

Shothanger Bam, Kingsclere Road (A339), Wootton St Lawrence. Basingstoke, Hants RG23 8TH 
FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS MADE IN THE PRIVACY OF YOUR OWN HOME OR AT THE ABOVE ADDRESS 
ALSO AT: 31 Chapel St.. Thatcham, Berks RG18 4JP Tel: THATCHAM 01635 860866 


Postcode: 


Tel no: 


The only plan recommended by 
the National Society of Allied & 
Independent Funeral Directors 


There comes a time when it’s natural to 
consider your own funeral... to think about 
loved ones and what to leave them. Not the 
burden of funeral costs, obviously. Or the 
ordeal of deciding on the arrangements. 

Golden Charter funeral plans give you 
total peace of mind. Here’s why they are 
recommended by around 2000 local 
independent funeral directors - companies 
that care deeply about their clients. 

• A Golden Charter plan enables you to 
cover every possible cost in advance. 
Therefore the funeral director can 
guarantee that he or she will not have to ask 
bereaved relatives for extra payment for the 
arrangements selected. Other funeral plans 
do not necessarily meet all expenses. 


Please send me your Golden Charter brochure with prices. 

Mr/Mrs/Ms Initial: Surname: 




TD0499 


Address: 


0800 833 800 


• Golden Charter gives you freedom to 
choose your funeral director. 

• With Golden Charter you may 
personalise your plan any way you wish. 

No other funeral plan has such a 
combination of benefits for you and your 
loved ones. 


If you’d like to know more, 
telephone any of the Golden Charter 
funeral directors advertising within 
this feature or complete and send the 
coupon to them. Alternatively, you 
may send it to: Freepost, Golden 
Charter, or call us free on: 


i l mm 

& Son Limited 

FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

Golden Charter Funeral Planner ot the Year 
♦ ♦ ♦ 

Contact one of the following offices to obtain 
help and advice or a copy of the Golden 
Charter brochure. 

Eldon House, 36 Eldon Road, Reading. Tel: 0118 957 3650 

«£»«£» A A /• .*• .*• 

Ellen Lodge, 157 Binfield Road, Bracknell. TeL 01344 303707. 

«!» «i» «J» «|» «j» A A «|» «!» «:« «|. «*. ,j. »*» 

Blyth House, 158 Reading Road, Henley. Tel: 01491 413434. 
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Est Before 1879 

TOMALIN & SON 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

Your local Henley Independent Funeral Service 
Anderson House, 38 Reading Road, Henley-on-Thames 




GOLDEN CHARTER 
Pre-paid Funeral Plans 


Telephone: (01491) - 573370 


CARDINAL HOUSE 

5 PARK ROAD SICR0UNDWELL RD BREWERY ST 


FAR1NCDON 
01367 240572 


SWINDON 
01793 433844 

24 HOUR SERVICE 


H1GHWORTH 
01793 764664 


Camp Hopson 

Incorporating Arthur Olivers 

Independent 
Family Funeral Directors 

offers a personal & Complete 24 hour service 

■ Private Chapel of Rest 

■ National & International Funerals Arranged 

■ Golden Charter Pre-Paid Funeral Plans 

■ Horse Drawn Hearse available 

■ Arrangements can lx* made in your home 

Members of: Society of Allied & Independent Funeral Directors. 
Funeral Ombudsman Scheme & National Assoc iation of Funeral Directors 

Thatcham: 871692 Highclere: 253509, 
Hungerford: 686511 Chieveley: 247462 

NEWBURY: 522210 

90 West Street, Newbury. Berkshire RG14 1HA 










1 8 . young door 


THE DOOR APRIL 1999 


A helping hand in the countryside 



On February 1 8, the Bishop of Dorchester, the Rt Revd Dr 
Anthony Russell, President of the Oxfordshire Rural Community 
Council, presented nine awards to volunteers who had made 
outstanding contributions to life in rural Oxfordshire during the 
previous year.The Bishop said, The many voluntary organisa- 
tions in rural Oxfordshire are a very important part of village 
life. Many organisations are short of volunteers and these well- 
deserved awards are given to promote volunteering in this area, 
and to recognise the outstanding services of those who receive 
them’. Pictured above by Venetia Horton are Bishop Anthony 
with Joe Williams, 1 9, from Hook Norton and Sarah Constable, 

1 9, of Bampton, who both work with young people. 


Looking forward to the time of their lives 


One hundred and five young people from the 
Diocese of Oxford will be spending the week- 
end of April 30 - May 3 in London at the 
invitation of the Archbishop of Canterbury, 
the Rt Revd Dr George Carey. 

‘The Time of Our Lives* is the Archbishop’s 
Millennium Youth Event and young people 
have been invited from every Anglican 
Diocese in the country. The Oxford Diocese is 
sending one of the largest contingents. The 
young people are being hosted by local 
churches in London, and the main events 
take place at the Albert Hall and Lambeth 
Palace. 

‘This is a unique event, a unique point in his- 
tory*, said Oxford Diocesan Youth Adviser, 
Andrew Gear. ‘Here is an Archbishop who 
takes young people and youth work seriously, 
and who has invited young Anglicans to con- 
sider their calling and to look at the future 
of the Church’. 

Saturday will be filled with workshops and 
seminars on everything from ‘Making Sense 
of Suffering* and ‘Reclaiming Chastity in a 
Sex Mad Society* to ‘Loving Yourself and 
Loving Others’ and god@cyberspace.inter- 
net.com. 

The speakers will include the Chancellor, the 


Right Honourable Gordon Brown MP and our 
own Bishop of Oxford who will be talking 
about Christianity and Art. Other speakers 
include the BBC TV presenter, Diane Louise 
Jordon; athlete Jonathan Edwards; musician 
Garth Hewitt, and the Very Revd Tom Wright. 
Music and worship will be provided by 
Courtney Pine, the London Community 
Gospel Choir, Matt Redman, Mike Pilavachi 
and the Soul Survivor Band among others. 
Over 30 bishops, including the Bishop of 
London, the Rt Revd and Rt Hon Richard 
Chartres and the Bishop of Liverpool, the Rt 
Revd James Jones will also be there with 
young people from their dioceses. ‘This 
means young people will be able to talk infor- 
mally with their bishops over the weekend’, 
said Andrew Gear. 

‘It is easy to set up a formal occasion, so an 
important aspect of ‘The Tijne of Our Lives* is 
its informality. I hope Bishcrp Richard finds 
the time to talk to many of our young people. 
They are from a wide agegroup - 16-25 - and 
represent a cross-section of the Anglican 
Church, from traditional to evangelical and 
from charismatic to high Anglo-Catholic, and 
who are all committed to their faith and to 
the Church’, said Andrew. 


Important new policy on 
child protection 

The long awaited revised House of Bishops 
Policy on Child Protection has now been 
published. This document is so important 
that the Diocese has decided that a copy 
should be available in every parish. 

The Youth and Children’s Advisers are cur- 
rently working in a short resume of the 
main points of the Policy. As part of the new 
Policy, there will now be a national appoint- 
ments form for those who work with 
children and young people, which will 
supersede all existing forms, particularly 
those which have been devised by individual 
churches. 

A copy of this new appointment form will be 
sent out to parishes shortly after Easter, 
along with the resume and the full Policy. 
For those parishes and deaneries looking at 
appointing full- or part-time paid youth and 
children’s workers, there are also new guide- 
lines. 

Jenny Hyson, Children’s Adviser 
Andrew Gear, Youth Adviser 


Daniel Collins 
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LivtbA’s rliotc>5rA|>livj I 

At EXPRESSIONS I 


Black and White or Colour 
Weddings 
Family Portraits 
Childrens Studio 
Home Studio or Location 
Chauffeur-driven Rolls Royce available for 
weddings and special occasions. 

ALL ENQUIRIES WELCOME 


1 East Crescent, Windsor 


DAWN 

Est 1986 

FROM SMALL ALTERATIONS 
TO SPECIAL OCCASIONS 


Id: 01 22 S 6 S 2300 



‘Buffets for att 

Occasions 

Business Lunches, ‘Weddings, ‘Dinner Parties 
Cdebration Cafes Made to Order 

Sarah Mayo hnd 

HoUybank 
5 The Orchard 
Kislingbury 

Northamptonshire NN7 4BC Telephone: (01604) 832859 



DARK SILVER 
PHOTOGRAPHY 

A Flexible and Friendly Service 
Tailored to your Individual Needs 

• WEDDINGS 

• Portraits 

• Families and Babies • Animals & Pets 
Cobur and Black and White 
by Chris Neville 

( 01869)247031 

1 36 Buckingham Crescent, Bicester, Oxfordshire 


BRIDAL FAVOURS & 
WEDDING STATIONERY 

Favourites by Christine 

View in own home. Free delivery. 
THE COMPLETE SERVICE 
ALL OCCASIONS & EVENTS 
Weddings, Anniversaries & Christenings 

01865 763216 ~ 01235 523343 

15 Green Ridges, Headington, Oxford 



Vintage & Classic Cars 

Chauffeur driven cars of character. 

Phone for that personal touch at sensible prices 

e-mail: mj.fisheitdvirgin.net 
Webiste: www.wedding-cars.co.uk 


^pTdifrfif^ fo 4 ted trcM i*f tetiml 

from Me jb nej utn e e l te ye Me ex tut, 

fttjft m yetct if dn y- 

Bracken Flowers 

‘ktoUfif* **e t 
/4U vcfeeCtceftCt 

4 tftff fa 

intfatu iLgc&ii % tfa& 

r/j j ifcYff/VY 

01753 833225 


Fax 01753 843423 

31 ETON WICK ROAD, ETON WICK 
WINDSOR, BERKSHi: 


Christian and Unattached? 

Then join 
The Network? 

A national association catering for the needs of 
those who are divorced, widowed or single 

Weekends and Holidays 
Day Events, Personal Introductions 

Contact David or Gill 
P.O. Box 20 (DR) 

Braunton, Devon, EX33 2YX 

(01271)817093 


i 


Hair Health & Beauty Salon 

We have many treatments available including fast tan 
sun shower/toning tables/facial & body treatments to 
help you look & feel great on your special day! 

Professional friendly CLOSED ALL DAY 

advice is always MONDAY 

available and free Late Night Tuesday 

consultations are given and Thursday 

2A Woodway Road 
Middle Barton 
Oxford 

Telephone: 01869 340979 
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Specialist Stockists of 
Bridal Shoes and 
Accessories 

We carry a wide range of 
wedding shoes suitable 
for the Wedding Party. 
We offer a shoe dying 
service if required. 

Tiaras, Gloves, 
Handbags, Tights, 
Cushions, Garters, 
Posy bags and Brtidesmaid Head dresses 
all stocked. 

Communion dresses and veils 
and Christening outfits 
in stock now. 

89 Lea Road, Northampton 
Tel: 01604 643068 
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No Good Friday: no Easter 

Holy Week in an Oxford parish 

Palm Sunday 

Our Palm Sunday procession starts at St Alban’s Church 
and makes its way through the early morning streets of 
East Oxford, waving palms and singing hymns, all the way 
to St Mary and St John’s, enacting the journey of Jesus as 
he entered Jerusalem. We all join in the Passion reading of 
how Jesus was captured, condemned and crucified. 
Maundy Thursday 

On Maundy Thursday our main services recall the events 
of the Last Supper when Jesus ate the Passover meal with 
his disciples and washed their feet. This is when the holy 
sacrament of the Eucharist was instituted. We keep watch 
in the Garden of Gethsemane in our vigil that evening and 
the altars are stripped bare in our presence. 

Good Friday 

A solemn and chilling day. We follow the last hours of Jesus, 
meditating on the Stations of the Cross at St Alban’s, or per- 
haps along the Cowley Road. In the long church service, with 
its guided meditations, we encounter the sung Passion story 
and the opportunity of personally acknowledging the Cross. 
The squeamish might prefer to stay away rather than face 
the fact that Our Lord was tortured cruelly and suffered a 
humiliating and agonising death. But there is no Easter 
without a Good Friday. Our Lord suffered and died for us on 
that cross. Suffering and sin are part of our lives and need to 
be faced and Jesus shared fully in that suffering. 

Holy Saturday - Easter Sunday 

We go to the Easter Vigil in the evening. The Easter bonfire 
is lit, the Paschal candle is lit from that fire, and we pass 
the light among all our candles. Hymns, readings, psalms, 
and then, in the Gloria, the church is illuminated to reveal 
the glorious flowers to the sound of bells and trumpets. 
Christ is risen - truly risen from the dead! 

He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

I wish everyone a fruitful spiritual journey through Holy 
Week, and a very happy and holy Easter. 

Janet Proudman 

Janet Proudman is a lay reader at St Mary and St John, Cowley. 
This article first appeared in the parish magazine, The Crucible 



As we walk we bear witness to 
what we believe 


Good Friday in Hughenden 


If you are up and about early on Good Friday, you may see a 
group of 20 or 30 people walking to church. They range in 
age from one to 81. It is only about a mile and a half from 
the Harrow in Hughenden Valley and along the Valley 
Road, but it feels a lot further for the person who carries 
the cross. 

This is no small, processional cross, but a large and sub- 
stantial thing. It is probably not as big as the real execution 
gibbets of the Romans, and it is certainly lighter, but it is 
still an awkward and wearisome object to carry. 

As we walk, we stop every so often to sing a couple of 
verses from seasonal hymns: ‘There is a green hill’, ‘When I 
survey the wondrous cross’, ‘Were you there when they 
crucified my Lord’ etc. This gives the person carrying the 
cross a bit of a breather. Of course we don’t beat him or 
kick him or whip him if he stumbles along the way, and it 
is a bit of an anti-climax when we get to the church because 
we do not pierce the bearer with nails either, nor do we SJ 
mock him or give him vinegar to drink, so he ends up with ■§ 
a stiff shoulder, rather than a place in a stone cold tomb. 3 

Mind you, were we to do these things it might prove | 
even harder to find a volunteer to carry the cross each year £ 
up to the green hill on which our church building stands. g 
Why do we do it? Are we nuts? No! We do it to remember a g 
willing volunteer who endured all these hardships and 
worse, who did it out of love for us and because there was 
no one else good enough to pay the price of sin. 

When we get to the church we celebrate this solemn day 
with a Family Service lasting 40 minutes, followed by hot 
cross buns - traditional food on Good Friday. On Easter 
Sunday we come back to church to worship Jesus Christ, 
whom men crucified but whom God raised from the dead 
on the third day, Saviour and Lord. 

The Good Friday procession is principally an act of wor- 
ship and devotion. By the action of walking we are, in 
some way, transported back to the first Good Friday and we 
become, in a sense, witnesses of the event. We are also, in 


This extraordinary sculpture representing the Cross and 
Resurrection of Jesus, which has been on display in Oxford, 
will move to St Martins in the Fields, London from April I . 

The artist (pictured) 45-year old Romanian, Doru Imbroane 
Marculescu, brought the work overland from Bucharest 

the present time, bearing witness by this action to what we 
believe. Jesus died and rose again for us. Will you come and 
join this procession on Friday April 2? 

Charles Overton 

The Revd Charles Overton is priest-in<harge of Hughenden St Michael 
and All Angels. This article first appeared in his parish magazine. 


One a penny, two a penny 
hot cross buns 

Eating hot cross buns on Good Friday is an integral part of 
the Easter festival. I wondered when this custom began 
and found that the making of buns with crosses began 
Hong before the time of Christ. It was the Romans who 
introduced them to Britain and we have been making 
them ever since. 

To make Hot Cross Buns 

Sift lib strong flour into a bowl together with 1 level 
tsp salt and half a tsp freshly grated nutmeg and 1 tsp 
mixed spice. Warm half a pint of milk (or milk and 
water) to blood heat (98F) and stir 3/4oz fresh yeast into 
the milk until dissolved. (If using dried yeast, stir 2 pack- 
ets of easy-blend yeast into the flour mixture.) Add 3oz 
melted butter. Make a well in the centre and tip in the 
warmed milk mixture. Beat until smooth. 

Turn the dough out onto a floured board and work in 
6oz currants and 1 l/2oz chopped peel. Knead until 
the fruit is well distributed and the dough feels elastic 


and silky. Place it in a warm, greased bowl; sprinkle with a 
little flour and leave covered with cling film or a clean tea 
cloth until the dough has doubled in size. This will take 
about 11/2 hours in a warm place. 

At this point give the dough a punch and it will sub- 
side. Reform into an oblong, then cut into 12 - 14 even 
pieces, and shape into buns. Make a cross on each one 
with a knife, and leave, covered with oiled polythene, on a 
greased baking sheet to rise again. 

When the buns have once more doubled in size, make 
the dough for the crosses with 4oz plain flour and 3tabs 
water. Roll out and cut into strips. Place them on the buns 
where the marks of the cuts have left indentations, damp- 
ening them first to make sure they stick. Cook for about 
15 minutes in a preheated oven, gas mark 7, 425F or 220C. 
While they are cooking, make the glaze by dissolving 2 
tabs granulated sugar in 2 tabs water until it is a clear 
syrup. Brush the tops of the buns as soon as they come 
out of the oven and leave them to cool. 

A good tip is to put a tin of water in the base of the 
oven as the buns cook, to make a steamy atmosphere. 


History of the bun 

In old folklore these buns were thought to have magical 
powers. Said never to go mouldy, they were placed by 
farmers in their granaries to keep them free from weevils 
and vermin. Sailors believed that to carry a hot cross bun 
in their luggage would keep them safe from shipwreck! 
Dried and ground up and mixed with milk, they were 
often used as medicine. 

Nearer to home, it is recorded that in 1361, a monk 
named Thomas Rocliff made some spiced cakes to be dis- 
tributed among the poor who visited the monastery at St 
Albans on Good Friday. The idea proved so popular that he 
repeated it every year. He kept his recipe secret, but he did 
record it in Latin and the translation describes the buns 
as ‘small, sweet cakes with the sign of the cross to remind 
people of the crucifixion’. 

Ann Way 

Ann Way is a cookery writer. She has a regular column in the 
magazine of St Michael and All Angels, Hughenden. 

This month’s Prayer Diary is on page 1 3 
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WYCOMBE SWAN 

AT THE WYCOMBE SWAN, 
OAKROOM AND TOWN HALL 

Have emmense experience in catering for 
ceremonies & weddings, dinner dances, 
conferences and corporate hospitality. The 
elegant Victorian surroundings, finest quality 
catering for 10-1000 together with a high 
professional management & senice heat make 
this the perfect venue for any event. 
Please call 

01494 537777 lor details 



YOUR HOLIDAY INCLUDES 


THE PASSION PLAY 

In the year 2000 the small town of 
Oberammergau, in Bavaria, will once 
again host the world famous 'Passion 
Play' which it has enacted every 
decade since the year 1634. 


This is your chance to witness 
this historic event with first class 
tickets for the 'Passion Play' and good 
quality accommodation in the 
Oberammergau area, plus the superb 
scenery of Austria and Germany. 


ALSO AVAILABLE: GROUP TRAVEL, NO MATTER HOW LARGE OR SMALL YOUR 
GROUP, LET THE SPECIALISTS TAKE CARE OF YOU. 


Tailored Travel v I# 


158-160 LONDON ROAD, WEST CROYDON, LONDON CRO 2TD 
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• First class ticket for the Oberammergau 
'Passion Play' with lunch included 

• 8 nights 4 star accommodation with 
buffet breakfast & evening meals 

• Included excursions 

• Travel by deluxe, air conditioned coach. 

• Return ferry crossings. 


CALL NOW FOR 
MORE INFORMATION 

0181 688 5999 

MONDAY - FRIDAY 8.30AM - 6.00PM 
ANSWER MACHINE AVAILABLE AT OTHER TIMES 


9 days from 


£799 
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NewStart 

Children and the Millennium 

Some of us 'oldies’ won’t be around for much of 
the 21 st century but hopefully our children and 
our grandchildren will. So this month I want to 
concentrate on how we can help them enjoy 
and understand the start of the Third 
Millennium. 

JC 2000 is a Millennium Arts Festival for 
schools based on the life of Jesus. Pupils will be 
asked to devise their own school productions 
looking at two questions: ‘If Jesus came to my 
town in the year 2000 what would he say to us 
- and what would we to say to him?’ I hope 
that clergy and ministers will contact their local 
primary and secondary schools and see if there 
is any way in which their churches can help with 
this project, including offering the use of the 
church building and resources. Most schools will 
know about this scheme and over 9,000 
(including over 3,000 secondary schools) have 
already asked for the very imaginative and help- 
ful school pack You can contact JC 2000 on 
0171 371 3716 

Children’s Promise could raise much 
more than Comic Relief for charities and we 
don’t have to put on a red nose to do it! 

Children’s Promise has been set up to create a 
better future for the children of the next millenni- 
um especially deprived children in our own land 
Alongside Jubilee 2000, in its concern for the 
poorest nations of the world, Children’s Promise 
should be the best way of helping the poorest in 
this country. 

Set up by Marks and Spencer with £ I million 
for publicity, and supported by Millennium 
Enterprises, the aim is to ask everyone in the 
country to donate the equivalent of the last 
hour’s pay of this Millennium to help the children 
of the next.The seven major British children's 
charities (Bamardo’s, Children in Need, Childline, 
The Children’s Society, Comic Relief, NCH, Action 
for Children and NSPCC) have clubbed together 
and it is hoped that each of them could receive 
many millions of pounds to further their essential 
work in the 2 1 st century. 

Apply for an Employer’s Pack if you 

are at work in any size firm or organisation, and 
see if everyone you work with will make a 
donation through the payroll. Otherwise your 
individual or family gift can be handed in at any 
bank or Marks and Spencer store. For further 
details write to Children’s Promise, Bristol BS38 
7 ER or ring 0870 607 1999. 

Please contact me if you want further information about 
this or any other item concerning the Millennium. 

Derek Palmer 0 1 295 26820 1 . 
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Anne Read - Mosaic Artist 

Working in Glass, Marble and Stone 
Interior and Exterior Commissioned Work 

Intemal/Extemal Murals - Functional Mosaics for Home 
Gardens - Water Features - Receptions/Board Rooms 
Workshop Tuition 

Enquiries Welcomed 


01908 

507517 



STAINED GLASS 

Annette Reed BA (Hons) 

~ New commissions 
~ Conservation 
~ Restoration 
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It was all in an 
Archbishop’s 
day .... 




SOME HIGHLIGHTS 

(top row left to right) Dr 
Carey gets to grips with rural 
issues atTemple Mill Farm, 
Sibford Ferris, and admires a 
‘water project’ at The Batt 
School, Witney alongside 
ten-year olds, Lucy Meredith 
and Alex Radley; Mrs Carey 
and the Revd Ed Newell, 
Bishop of Oxford's Chaplain 
also visited Witney, (middle 
rowjThe Archbishop 
impresses the Bishop of 
Oxford at Reading^ Madjeski 
Stadium, and there was a 
spontaneous hug for ME 
sufferer Julia Hill, at the 
opening of First Steps in 
Reading, (bottom row) In 
Slough, the Mayor and 
Mayoress, Councillor Mr 
Gurbachan SinghThind and 
Mrs BhupimberThind met 
the Archbishop and so did Sir 
Ralph Vemey - at a civic 
reception in Aylesbury. 


Prepare the Way of the Lord David Winter’s 



Called to Christian Youth Work? 

Work with young people and get qualified 
at the same time! 

BA (Hons) in Youth & Community Work 
and A p plied Theolog y 7 
validated by Oxford Brookes University and JNC approved. 
Students work with a church or Christian agency and travel to a 
regional study centre in Oxford (also Bristol. Cambridge or the 
Midlands). 

Contact Mrs Sam Richards at Oxford Youth Works 
01865 438390 for details. 

CENTRE FOR YOUTH MINISTRY - 6 leading Christian training 
organisations working together: Bristol Baptist College. Frontier 
Youth Trust. Oxford Youth Works, Ridley Hall Theological College. 
St John's Nottingham, Youth for Christ. 

Applications are particularly welcomed from mature students & 
people from minority cultures. 


And on the third day he will be raised’ Matthew 20: 9 

A ll that Jesus is, and all that he taught, was in the purpose of 
God to be made effective by two great events, his death and 
his resurrection. ‘See, we are going up to Jerusalem and the Son 
of man will be handed over to be mocked and flogged and cru- 
cified; and on the third day he will be raised’ (Matthew 20:18,19). 
From the time of his transfiguration, this was the insistent 
theme of the teaching of Jesus. This was why he had come into 
the world. This was the will and purpose of his heavenly Father. 
Even those who assume that these explicit references to resur- 
rection are not part of the actual words of Jesus at the time 
must concede that this teaching is right at the heart of the 
Gospel tradition. It was an essential element of the teaching 
about Jesus handed on by the apostles. No death, no resurrec- 
tion - no Gospel. 

Without the cross, and all it means for our forgiveness, much of 
the moral teaching of Jesus is unrealistic, way beyond human 
achieving. And without the resurrection we have no guarantee 
that Jesus was not just another splendid but failed prophet, no 
more than a sad footnote in the history of the human race. It is 
his death, and especially his resurrection, which puts every- 
thing else into perspective. He was who he claimed to be. He 
had achieved what he had been sent to do. This is indeed the 
Saviour of the world. 

Adapted from Message for the Millennium (BRF; £5.99). Canon 
David Winter is a minister in the Hermitage Team in Berkshire. 
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at Gartmore 
in the Tro6sachs 

A Different Kind of Holiday 

Gentle activity holidays designed for the over 35s. 
Wide range of activities or skills to learn (eg. water 
colour painting, crafts, cooking etc) in comfortable 
surroundings and a stunning setting. 
Gartmore House, nr Aberfoyle, Stirling 
sm 3 iiTrfrfe for a brochure phone 01577 352353 
pl| j inlji! ? or Email: holidays@gartmore.uk.com 


SPRING HARVEST 
PWLLHELI 

(and at any other time of the year!!) 

Stay in Sea front, en-suite accommodation in 
Criccieth and your fees will support evangelistic 
outreach in N. Wales. 

The Neptune Hotel, 22 Marine Terrace, 
Criccieth LL52 OfeF 

Specialists in individual and group bookings 

For further details or booking enquiries, phone 
Andrew Bradley on 01766 530209 

e-mail: anclrewbrad@aol.com. 



Warwick Road, Beaconsfield, Bucks HP9 2PL 
Tel: 01494 672919 

A miniature world depicting rural England in the 1930s. 

Lose yourself in a wonderland of make-believe with Gauge 1 model 
railway and working models. 

Souvenir Shop - Refreshment Kiosk - Play Area 
'In a world of its own' 

Open: Feb 13th - Oct 31st 10-5 Adults £3.60 Children £2.20 

By road: Jnct. 2 M40. By train: Marylebone/Beaconsfield/Birmingham 


VERULAMIUM 


The Museum of everyday life 
in Roman Britain 



Open Mon-Sat 10am-5.30pm Sun 2.00-5.30pm 
VERULAMIUM MUSIEM 
St Michaels, st Albans. Tel: 01727 866100 


Step back in time to the 
golden age of the 
Great Western Railway 

EASTER STEAMINGS 

GOOD FRIDAY 2 TO 
MONDAY 5 APRIL 

Steam trains each day 

Children's Easter Egg Hunt 
Sunday/Monday 

Railway Experience Days 

Realise a childhood ambition & drive a steam 
engine. Ideal for that special anniversary gift 

Entry at Didcot Parkway rail station - 
signed from A34 

Refreshment room : : Picnic area 
Open daily 2 April to 26 September I0am-5pm 

DIDCOT RAILWAY CENTRE 
DIDCOT : OXFORDSHIRE 

Tel: Didcot (01235) 817200 


’PdJ Clare Priory offers the 
opportunity to share in 
the daily routine of the 
Augustinian friars and 
IT lay community and 
where you will find 



peace, prayer and spiritual renewal. 

For private or guided retreats for individuals 
or groups, please contact the Secretary 
(Mon-Fri 09.30-14.00) - 01787 27732 6 

Clare Priory, Ashen Road, Clare, 

Nr Sudbury, Suffolk CO 10 8NX 


THE NATIONAL TRUST 

CHED WORTH ROMAN VILLA 

YANWORTH, nr CHELTENHAM 
Telephone 01242 890256 

Information line 01684 855371 

• The best exposed Roman villa in Britain 

• Bath-houses, hypocausts, museum 

• Water shrine, mosaics. Audio tour 

• Video introduction • National Trust shop 

• EVENTS THROUGHOUT THE YEAR • 

ACTIVITY DAYS. PICNIC DAYS. BATWALK, 

POTTERY WORKSHOP. CHILDREN S ACTIVITIES 
• OPEN: Mar-Nov 10-5. (Closed Mondays) Adults £3.40. Child £1.70. Family £8.50 
Additional charge for some events. 





TUESDAY 13 APRIL - SATURDAY 24 APRIL 


Jane Austen's 

ersuasion 

Adapted by Mark Healy 


^/Zieat'xe ffloyal TPfncLo# (4 deAyAfed to 
fi wient^a/ne S$uAten4 lait and /toi&itlif moat 
wamawtic novel 

— usten's heroine, Anne 
v 7/ "claims of birth, beauty, mind and 
q fortune". She and the handsome 
Captain Wentworth of His Majesty's Navy have met 
and separated some years before. Their reunion 
forces a recognition of the false values that drove 
them apart. . . . 

A charming story of love and marriage, 

Persuasion, sparkles with Jane Austen's 
perceptive wit and her wry 
observations of nineteenth century 
English society. Add to this heady 
mixture the romance of the sea and 
the gloriously elegant styles of the 
period, and Persuasion promises to 
be a delightful spring-time treat. 



ANTIQUE AND 
COLLECTORS’ FAIRS 


Sunday 18th April 1999 - 10am-4.30pm 
BENSON, OXON 

At the New Parish Hall, just off the busy A4074 (formerly 
the A423), near Wallingford. Fully signposted. Cafeteria. 
Free level parking. 50 quality stands of Silver. China, 
Jewellery, Furniture, Crystal and much more, Entrance 50p 

Enquiries: Tei 0118 988 7091 


Christian Centre for Healing and Wholeness 

CAUTLEY HOUSE 

A haven of love and healing 
in a needy world, offering 

• Ministry for Healing • Rest and Refreshment 

• Private retreat • Holiday • Daily Services 

Groups and individuals welcome on daily or residential 
basis. First class facilities. 16 bedrooms, all en suite, most 
with sea views. (Residential Conferences - 30 beds) 
BARGAIN BREAKS - 

A week's full board for £160.00 per person 
Director: Revd. Patrick Jones. 

Contact: Cautley House, 

95 Seabrook Road, Seabrook, Hythe, Kent CT21 5QY 
Tel: 01303 230762 



Community of 
All Hallows 

Anglican (open to all) 
Ditchington, Bungay. NR35 2DT. 
Tel: 01986 892749. 


^affigkOLD ALRESF0RD PLACE 

m m flj iy Winchester Retreat House & Conference Centre, 
Alresford, Hampshire S024 9DH 
Tel/Fax 01962 732518 

SPRING/ SUMMER 1999 PROGRAMME 

15-18 March TRADITIONAL LENTEN RETREAT - Sister 
Carol, CHN 

19-21 March THEREFORE LET US KEEP THE FEAST - Revd. 

Jim Cotter, Meditations and Menus for Passiontide 

4- 7 May CIRCLE OF EMPOWERMENT - Sister Anne 

Davey 

28-30 May ONE MORE STEP - Retreat with Walking 
28 June-2 July MYERS BRIGGS RETREAT - Dr Ruth Fowke 

5- 8 July POTTERY, POETRY AND PRAYER - Revd David 

& Mrs Miggi Scon 

2-9 August PAINTING & PRAYER: CALM Tutor Philip 
Mann, Chaplain: Preb. Geoffrey Sunderland 
15-20 August OPEN DOOR RETREAT with individual guidance 
Canon Terry Pinner, Mrs Alison Halliwell 


HOLLAND 
HOUSE 

Retreat, Conference 
and Laity Centre 

Cropthorne, Pershore, Worcs 013.86 860330 
email: laycentre@surfaid.org 

Events March 1999 

March 15 - Montgomery Lecture 

Prof John Hull 'The False Theology of the Post 
Imperial Church' £7 (inc. dinner) 

March 22/23 - Quiet Days 

Revd Dr Susan Cole-King £16 each 

March 26-28 - Enneagram (Basic) 

Led by Jean Davies £70 



We run Retreat Centres for group bookings and 
Retreat Houses for individual bookings. 

We offer week, weekend and midweek-breaks. 

A choice of full board of self-catering. We also 
offer a programme of retreats throughout the year. 
A registered charity. 






Community 
for Reconciliation 


Barnes Close 
Conference and Retreat 
Centre 

Situated in lovely countryside beside 
Wasely Hills Country Park, 
dose to M5 Junction 4 


EXPLORING STILLNESS RETREAT 
LED BY REV K GREEN 
7-9 June 1999 

CONFLICT RESOLUTION COURSE 
LED BY REV J. JOHANSEN-BERG 


10-14 August 1999 


For information, contact: 

CfR Barnes Close. Chadwich. Bromsgrovc B61 ORA 
Tel: 01562 710231. Fax: 01562 710278 


THE COLLEGE OF PREACHERS 

Promoting excellence in preaching in all the churches 

PREACHING AND WORSHIP 

A day conference in association with the Institute of Liturgy and 
Mission, examining the place of the sermon in worship today and in 
the future 

Sarum College, Salisbury 
Friday 11 June 1999 

PREACHING CHRIST FOR A NEW MILLENNIUM 

A major international conference 

University of Kent, Canterbury 
10-13 January 2000 

with an interdenominational team of leading speakers including Dr 
David Schlafer (U.S.A.) 

Contact: The Administrator 
College of Preachers, 10A North Street, 

Bourne, Lincolnshire 
PE10 9AB 

Tel./Fax: 01778 422929 
email: coiipreach@mistral.co.uk. 
www3.mistral.co.uk/collpreach 


★ ★★★ 



Neale House 
Conference Centre 


Moat Road, East 
Grinstead 

West Sussex RH19 3LB 
01342 312552 
The Sisters of St. 
Margaret’s Convent extend 
a very’ warm welcome for 
Day and REsidential 
weekends up to 40 beds. 
The Victorian house is open 
all year round for 
conferences, Alpha and 
Parish groups. 

East Grinstead Railway 
Station is 10 minutes from 
Neale House, which is 50 
minutes from Victoria, 
London. 

Please contact us and be 
assured that every 
assistance will be given to 
accommodate your 
requirements. 


¥¥¥¥ 



Giselle 

Wednesday 7, Thursday 8 April 


Swan Lake 

Monday 5, Tuesday 6, Friday 9, Saturday 10 April 


Box office ©Reading 
0118 960 6060 



Animated T rue Stories 
for Children on Video! 1 . 



* Payment enclosed for £ 


Tick box 
fix Vidco(s) 
>ou require 


| SHEMA The Promise begins ... □ 

I BERNADETTE The Princess of Lourdes □ 

J FRANCIS The Knight of Assisi □ 

| PATRICK Brave Shepherd of the Emerald Isle □ 

I THE DAY THE SUN DANCED The True Story of Fatima □ 
"NICHOLAS The Boy Who Became Santa 


(Cheque/PO made payable to FIFTH AVENUE FILMS and send to 
FIFTH AVENUE FILMS PO Box 2001 Hockley Essex SS56HU 
Please charge my Visa/MasterCard 


Expiry Date | | | / | | | Signed 

Date 

For credit card orders phone: 01702 232396 

Name and Address in capitals: 


Postcode 


Telephone 


_l 






Abingdon Christian Training Scheme 
Reflection April 22 

A morning in the tranquil setting of The Centre 
for Reflection at Aston Tirrold. Led by Keith 
Green. Start 10am. 

Dance in Worship April 24 

All ages and abilities are invited to learn liturgical 

dance at St Mary’s Parish Church Cholsey. 10am- 

4pm. 

Celebration Banners May 8 

Day workshop to develop ideas for banners that give 
visual expression of faith for the Millennium. All 
Saints Church Marcham 10am-4pm. 

Leading Intercessions May 1 9 
An introductory evening for those exploring lead- 
ing intercessory prayer. All Saints Sutton 
Courtenay 8pm. 

Details: Becky Fisher, Director of ACTS, 4 Sinodun Row, 
Appleford, OxonOX14 4PE. Tel: 01235 847270. 


Diocese of Guildford Conference 

Keeping Refugees out ... of danger 

Saturday April 24, 1999 10.30am-4pm 
at University of Surrey 
Keynote speakers Baroness Shirley Williams, 
Canon Paul Oestreicher, former chairman 
Amnesty International. Chairman Rt Revd John 
Gladwin, Bishop of Guildford. 
Workshops on detention, the aslyum process, 
voluntary repatriation etc. 

Send booking fee of £5 (payable to University of 
Surrey) to Nick Walters, (GRAG), Guildford 
Institute of the University of Surrey, Ward 
Street, Guildford GUI 4LH. Tel: 01483 562142. 
Email: n.walters@surrey.ac.uk Take own lunch. 


I <2* 


CD 


w 



Roman Catholic Diocese of Portsmouth 

0 

Easter Walking Pilgrimage April 5-10 

All welcome to join us on our walk along the 
River Thames Footpath from Lechlade to the 
Shrine of Our Lady at Caversham. If you are fit, 
aged between 14 and 70+ and can manage the 
60-mile walk, 14 miles a day, let us know. Day 
pilgrims also welcome. 


.. i, : . I 

To go on a pilgrimage is to make a journey as 
an act of prayer and to live in community with 


one's fellow travellers. 

9 

1 

Cost £80 includes all food, accommodation and 
transport of your luggage. Details from Margaret 
Howells, 26 Hunter Road, Cove, Farnborough, 
Hants GU14 0AX. Tel: 01252 548971. 



■ i 

$The Bampton 
Lectures 1999 

The Rt Revd and Rt 
Hon Lord Habgood of 
Calverton, sometime 
Archbishop of York 
Varieties of Unbelief 
Fourth in series of 
eight lectures: 

Moral Autonomy 2 
May 10am at 
University Church of 
St Mary’s, Oxford. 

To be followed by All 
or none, May 9; 
Anorexia Religiosa 
May 16; The Presence 
of the Absence June 
6, and Believing in 
Belief June 13. 

Details 01865 280670. 


Cottesloe Christian 
Training Programme 

Foundation Course in 
Pastoral Care 

From April 14 at Stewkley 
Methodist Church. 

Jubilee 2000. April 22 at 
Well Street Methodist 
Church 7.45-9.45pm. £3. 
Speakers Revd 
Christopher Hall, and 
Willie Reid, formerly of 
Chase Manhattan Bank. 


Bible Studies with the 
Bishop of Buckingham: 

being a missionary 
church. 1 Thessalonians 
and Acts 17. April 26, May 
10 and 24 at St Michael’s 
School, Stewkley, 8- 
9.30pm. Donations £2. 

Godly Women 

June 10 at Reach’s 
Meeting House in 
Winslow 7.45-8.45pm. £3. 
Marilyn Lewis. 

Wallpaper preaching 

with the Revd Roy 
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GOOD FRIDAY IN MILTON KEYNES 

Every Good Friday for the last four years congregations at Christ the 
Cornerstone, Milton Keynes have walked in procession to the City 
Square for an open air act of worship, using as their focus a carving, 
like the one above, made by City Centre Chaplain, the Revd David 
Moore. David, a Methodist minister at the Cathedral, deliberately uses 
his ar t*to provoke curiosity and discussion. This year the focus of the 
City Square worship will be ‘Jig-Saw Jesus’, a seven-part carving based on 
a painting by Korean artist Kim Yong Gil. The seven pieces will be car- 
ried from different parts of the city, assembled and nailed to a cross in 
the Square. The service begins at 2pm. Details 01908 237777 


Weaver, lOam-lpm at Wingrave 
Combined School. £5. 

The poetry of George Herbert 

with Revd Jo Stoker. June 16 Furze 
Hill, Great Brickhill 10am-2.30pm. 
Canons in Conversation: John 


Fenton & Vincent Strudwick: faith 
in 21st century. June 22 
Buckingham Parish Church 8pm. 

To book contact Sylvia Nutt, 15 Weston 
Road, Great Horwood, Bucks MK17 OQQ 
Tel: 01296 713603. 


CMS Bicentenary 
26 June 1999 

From small beginnings in 
1799 the work of the Church 
Mission Society has now 
spread across the world. 
Celebrate it all from 10am in 
Haddenham. Service St Mary’s 
Church 3pm, Details Joyce 
Davis tel 01844 291664. 


USING THE BIBLETODAY 
Canon David Winter 
Saturday 24 April I0am-3pm 
Dorchester Abbey Guest House 

£4 advance/£5 door. Take lunch. 
Details Open Synod Group: 01865 
760126 or 01865 340007. 

Speakers: David Winter, Canon 
Trevor Williams (The Powers that 
Be); Canon Brian Mountford (Human 
Sexuality), Canon John Crowe (No 
other name?), CMJ (The Promised 
land?) and Christopher Hall (War 
and Peace). Take at least one Bible! 


Youth Work Essentials 

Understanding Christian Youth 
Work 

Thu 22 April, 8-9.30pm 
St Peter’s Church Hall, Didcot 
Understanding Youth Culture 
Sat 15 May 10am-4pm 
The Well at Willen 
Communicating with young 
people 

Sat 10 July 10am-4pm 
St Sebastian’s Parish Centre 
Wokingham 

Details Andrew Gear 208200 


Opportunities for Ecumenical 
Experience 

The 28th Deutscher Evangelischer 
Kirchentag 
Stuttgart June 16-20 
The Iona Community’s School of 
Music and Worship 
Iona July 17-24 

Details from the Revd Tony Dickinson, 
St Francis Vicarage, Terriers, 'High 
Wycombe HP13 5AB. Tel: 01494 520676. 


Conservation Sunday 6 June 

Helping churches explore the 
Biblical basis for environmental 
stewardship. For a Conservation 
Pack write to: A Rocha Trust, 3 
Hooper Street, Cambridge, CB1 2NZ. 
Tel: 01387 710286. 


a blessed easter to all 
our readers 


>xford City Churches in touch' 

OXCHURCH-INFO is an email network 
which began life in Churches Together 
in Central Oxford (CTCO). It has now 
grown to become a place of contact 
for churches across the city. The net- 
work brings together churches from 
many traditions, and is co-ordinated 
by CTCO’s secretary Jenny Gerrard. 
OXCHURCH-INFO appears twice 
monthly. If you would like your 
church activities included, choose 
someone from your church to send in 
their name and email address to me 
at: bjgerrard@compuserve.com You 
will also receive news for your church 
newsletter, notices etc. If you do not 
have email, write to Jenny Gerrard, 26 
Denton Close, Oxford OX2 9BW. 


Development 
and Training in 
the Oxford 
Diocese 

Students Exploring 
Marriage. Wed 21 
April 7.30-9.30pm. Free. 
Diocesan Church House 
With Clemency Fox. 

The Story of the 
Church: 2000 years of 
Church history 

May 8 & 29 10am-4pm 
and May 11 & 18, and 
June 8 7.30-9.30pm at 
New Marston Pastoral 
Centre. £22/£25. 

Prayer and Art 
Workshop 

Sat 8 May 10am-4pm 
Diocesan Church 
House. £5. Revd Ian 
Adams 

Together with 
Children 

Thu 17 June, £3 


Woodstock Methodist 
Church Hall. With 
Jenny Hyson 

Exploring the Old 
Testament 

June 7, 22, 30 and July 
6, 13, 20, 27. 7.30- 
9.30pm at Diocesan 
Church House 
£22/£25 With Revd Jane 
Maclaren 

Calling all Sacristans 
and Servers 

Wed 23 June 
Diocesan Church House 
7.30-9.30pm. Free. 
Canon Barbara 
Doubtflre 

Pointing to the 
Creator 

The spirituality of St 
Francis of Assisi 

Mon 28 June 7.30- 
9.30pm 

Diocesan Church House 
£3 w Revd Joanna 
Coney (Franciscan ter- 
tiary). 


I 







Services at Christ Church Cathedral 

6pm Evensong (said) 

7.30pm St John Passion: JS Bach sung as 
a devotion by the Cathedral Choir 


Services for Holy Week 

Palm Sunday March 28 

8am Holy Communion (said) 

10am Matins. Preacher Canon J 
Webster 

11.15am Sung Eucharist. Celebrant and 
Preacher Canon M Peirce 

Monday March 29 

7.15am Matins (said) 

7.35am Holy Communion (said) 

6pm Choral Evensong. Address: Canon 
0 O’Donovan 

Tuesday March 30 

7.15am Matins (said) 

7.35am Holy Communion (said) 

11am Diocesan Service of Ministerial 
Commitment with Blessing of Oils: 
Bishop of Oxford 

6pm Choral Evensong. Address Canon 
0 O’Donovan 

Wednesday March 31 

7.15am Matins (said) 

7.35am Holy Communion (said) 

1.05pm Holy Communion (said) 


Maundy Thursday April 1 

7.15am Matins (said) 

7.35am Holy Communion (said) 

6pm Evensong (said) 

7.30pm Sung Eucharist. Address Canon 
0 O’Donovan 

Good Friday April 2 

10am Good Friday Liturgy 

6pm Solemn Evensong. Address Canon 

0 O’Donovan 

Holy Saturday April 3 

7.15am Matins (said) 

7.35am Ante Communion (said) 

6pm Solemn Evensong 

9pm The Easter Vigil (Sung by 

Consensus Vocalis) 

Easter Day April 4 

8am Holy Communion (said) 

10am Matins. Preacher The Dean 
11.15am Sung Eucharist. Preacher: The 
Bishop of Oxford 
6pm Choral Evensong 


Sunday Services: 8am Holy Communion, 10am Matins and Sermon, 11.15am 
Sung Eucharist, 6pm Evensong. 

Weekdays: 7.15am Matins, 7.35am Holy Communion, 6pm Evensong 
(Thursdays or Major Feast Days 535pm Said Evensong and 6pm Sung 
Eucharist). 


Wed 31 UTTLEMORE Easter Roadshow with Dr 
Peter Walker 7.30pm in SS Mary and Nicholas 
Church. Part 1: As Jesus walks up to Jerusalem: 
why did he go? what was on his mind? Part 2: 
From Gethsemane to Easter Sunday morning. 

Wed 31 TILEHURST St Mary Magdalen 7.30pm 
‘Olivet to Calvary’ Reading Concert Singers and 
comb church choirs. Retiring collection. 

APRIL 

Thu 1 • Tue 27 OXFORD Open Exhibition of 
Religious Ari- Ark-T Gallery Crowell Rd. Mon, Tue, 
Fri 12-2pm. Thur 4-6pm. Sat 10am-12pm. Other 
times contact Revd James Grote 01865 773499. 

Thu 1 OXFORD First in a series of five lectures on 
Art and Religion at St Giles’ Church 12.30pm. the 
Bishop of Oxford on Aspects of the Passion in Art. 

Thu 1 GROVE Special offer at the Cornerstone dur- 
ing April Monday - Friday: Almond slice with cup 
of tea or coffee only 85p. 

Thu 1 READING Churchpeople’s luncheon club St 
Laurence’s Hall, Abbey Square. l-2pm. £1.50. 
Speaker: the Mayor of Reading, Counsellor David 
Geary. Do bring a friend. To book contact Philip 


Wickens, 467 Basingstoke 
Rd, Reading RG2 OJG. 

Fri 2 HENLEY ON THAMES 
GOOD FRIDAY Bring it and 
Sing it Messiah at St 
Mary’s Church. 4pm 
Rehearsal. 8pm Tea and 
hot cross buns. 7.30pm 
Performance. Admission 
£3. 

Fri 2 CHESHAM 17 church- 
es present The Good 
Friday Experience begin- 
ning in Broadway Baptist 
Church 10am then 
around Chesham town 
centre until 11.15am. 
Details Marjorie Davies, 
press officer Churches 
Together for Chesham on 
01494 783034 or Revd 
Will Stileman 01494 
784372. 

Fri 2 OXFORD The Way of 

the Cross . Starts Cowley 
Rd Methodist Church 
11am, ends at SS Mary 
and John 12pm. 

Fri 2 OXFORD Children’s 
Way of the Cross at St 
Alban’s 10am. 

Meditations on the pas- 
sion at SS Mary and John 
12-1 .30pm. The Liturgy of 
Good Friday and drama-, 
tised reading of the 
Passion at SS Mary and 
John 1.30pm. 

Fri 2 READING St Agnes 
Lower Whitely 7.30pm 
‘Olivet to Calvary’ 
Reading Concert Singers and combined church 
choirs. 

Fri 2 READING St Agnes, Lower Whitley 7.30pm. 
‘Olivet to Calvary’ Reading Concert Singers and 
comb church choirs. Retiring collection. 

Sat 3 OXFORD Magnificat perform Meditations for 
Easter Even at New College Chapel 7.30pm. Tickets 
£12/6 01865 798600. Special offer Magnificat, 64 
Ferry Rd, Oxford 0X3 OEU. 

Wed 7 READING Choral evensong. Cathedral style 
Prayer Book service 6.15pm w Reading Minster 
Midweek Choir at Minster Church St Mary Virgin. 
Thu 8 OXFORD Music and Miracles with Peter 
Scothern. 7.15pm at Oxford Town Hall. Details 
VOD, PO Box 61. Gloucester GL4 3 A A. 

Mon 12 - Fri 16 BIRMINGHAM Church of Englamd 
Guild of Vergers training conference. All who do 
the work of a verger are most welcome. Details D 
Sumner, 2 Hanover Court, Evesham Rd, Headless 
Cross, Redditch B97 5ET. 

Mon 12 NEWBURY Guild of Servants of the 
Sanctuary. Chapter of St Laurence-the-Deacon. 
Guild Office St John’s Newbury 8pm. Details 
David Gillman 0118 9598102. 


Tue 13 READING Divorce Recovery 
Workshop. A six-week course dealing 
with the emotional and spiritual 
trauma of divorce and separation. 

Tel Keith Herrington on 01344 
422786 for details. 

Wed 14 OXFORD Magnificat performs 
Handel’s Messiah at the Sheldonian 
Theatre 7.30pm Tickets £20/15/10 
01865 798600. Special offer 

Magnificat, 64 Ferry Rd, Oxford 0X3 
OEU. 

Fri 16 READING Concert at St Mary 
the Virgin 12.15pm with Michael 
Howell. Admission free. 

Fri 16 • Sun 18 WRAYSBURY Make a 
joyful noise: musical performed by 
children from St. Andrew’s youth groups with 
Revd John Harper as the Nutty Professor. Fri 16, 
Sat 17 at 7.30pm & Sun 18 at 3.00pm at St 
Andrew’s Church, St. Andrew’s Close, Wraysbury. 
Tickets adults £4 children £2 from Sandra Harper 
01784 481258 or Derek Beesley 0976 633783. 

Sat 17 • Sun 18 SUTTON COURTENAY Workshop: 
Community Building Experience (Dr M Scott 
Peck). £85 non-res/£120 residential. Details Sharon 
Usher, The Abbey 01235 848132. 

Sat 17 NEWBURY Julie-Ann Hilton performs 
‘Twelve’ a compelling one-woman show, at St 
Mary’s Church 7.30pm. Tickets £5 inc wine, cone 
£3.50. Family of four £15. Details Cynthia Pocock 
01635 247617. 

Sat 17 OXFORD CMS coffee morning 10.30am-12pm 
St Andrew’s Church Hall, Linton Rd. Speaker 
Kishori Macwan: God’s Call, India to Uganda, and 
Nepal to England. 

Sat 17 OXFORD FOCUS (Federation of Christian 
Caring and Counselling) workshop Church House 
w Canon Anne Long (Christian Listeners) on 
‘Aloneness’. 10am-2.45pm. All invited. Members 
£12, others £15. AGM at 3pm. Please bring packed 
lunch. Drinks provided. Contact Deirdre 
Underwood 0118 959 9166. 

Sat 17 STEWKLEY (nr Leighton Buzzard) The Beer 
Made Sale at Stewkley Village Hall 11am onwards. 

Sat 17 HOCKLIFFE The Church and the Theatre w 
Revd Richard Watson l0am-4pm at Wellsprings. 
How Christianity and the Church are linked. £15. 
Details Ann Bowes 01525 210711. 


Sunday Breakfast with Hedley Feast 
BBC Thames Valley Sundays 6-9am on 
95.2 and I04.IFM. 


Sat 17 BENSON Living churchyard and cemetary 
project awards event 2-4pm. Details Emma Broad 
BBONT 01865 775476. 

Mon 19 OXFORD Music and Worship 
Foundation/RSCM: musical resources for services 
at Pentecost. 7.45pm St Celement’s Family Centre. 
Details Martin and Barbara Cox 01865 454078. 

Wed 21 COOKHAM DEAN Organ recital at St John 
the Baptist Church 8pm. Dr Roy Massey. Tickets £7 


from David Colthup 01628 529861. 

Wed 21 OXFORD Oxford Centre for 
Mission Studies. Seminars. Africa: 
Religion and Innovation. Dr Deborah 
Gaitskell: Beyond ‘devout domestici- 
ty’. Five female mission strategies in 
Southern Africa 1998-9. SS At 
SSPhilip and James Church, 
Woodstock Rd llam-lpm. Details 
01865 556071. 

Fri 23 THE SPRING Facing an unset- 
tled future. 10am-4pm w Jeremy 
Clare and Mike O’Sullivan. £22. To 
book contact the Administrator, The 
Spring, The Lodge, Highmoor Hall, 
Henley-on-Thames, RG9 5DH. Tel: 
01491 641167. 

Fri 23 FINGEST (Hambleden Valley near Henley) 
healing service with laying on of hands and 
anointing at Holy Communion 10.15am. Details 
01491 638240. 

Fri 23 MILTON KEYNES (village) Puccini and Pizza 
at All Saints Church 7.30pm. Songs and music 
with Cheryl Hawkins, soprano and John Byron, 
piano. Followed by an Italian supper with wine. 
Tickets £12.50 from Mike Sanderson, 85 
Linceslade Grove, Loughton. Tel: 01908 394423. 

Sat 24 DORCHESTER Using the Bible Today with 
Canons David Winter, Brian Mountford and 
Trevor Williams. 10am-3pm. Tel 01865 760126. 

Sat 24 OXFORD The Formation of the Bible. Study 
day at Wycliffe Hall 10am-4pm with Jeremy Duff. 
Cost £15 inc lunch and coffee. Details and book- 
ing form from Wyclifee Hall tel 01865 274200. 

Sat 24 READING St Mark’s-tide concert w The 
Southlake Concert Band 7.30pm at St Mark’s 
Church, Cranbury Rd. Tickets £5/conc £4 from 
Hickies or Barrie Newby 0118 958 9272. 

Sat 24 CHESHAM Chess Valley Male Voice Choir at 
Emmanuel Church, Broad St 7.30pm. Tickets £4 
tel 01494 772596. Proceeds to Christian Aid. 

Sat 24 GREAT BRICKHILL Plant Fayre with profes- 
sional and amateur stalls. Shrubs, grasses, unusu- 
al pelargoniums, fuchsia, alpines etc. 12-4pm 
Parish Hall. Admission £1. 

Sat 24 HOCKLIFFE Time for Men w Gordon Gray. 
Gardening, connecting with nature, time for 
reflection, meditation and prayer. 10am-4pm at 
Wellsprings. How Christianity and the Church are 
linked. No charge. Man-sized lunch provided. 
Details Ann Bowes 01525 210711. 

Sun 25 DUCKUNGTON Fritillary Sunday at 
Ducklington Church 2-5pm. Fritillary field, plant 
stalls, cream teas. Details: 01993 772175. 

Mon 26 WOODSTOCK eighth in series: Authority an 
evangelical perspective. Speaker Dr Roger 
Beckwith. 8pm at St Mary Magdalene’s Church. 
Details Michael Millard 01993 813368. 

Tue 27 TWYFORD Music and Worship 
Foundation/RSCM: musical resources for 

Pentecost. 7.15pm Twyford Parish Church. Details 
Martin and Barbara Cox 01865 454078. 

Wed 28 BENSON Lunch at Benson Parish Hall 12- 
2pm Rural issues in the Vale and South 


Oxfordshire. £1. Speaker Barry Evans. All wel- 
come. Details Revd Glyn Evans 01608 674313. 

Wed 28 MILTON KEYNES Cairn: sung prayers in 
Celtic tradition. 7.45pm Guildhall, Christ the 
Cornerstone Cathedral. Tickets £6/4 01908 200216 
or the Well at Willen 01908 242190. To promote 
CD of Gaelic song and Christian prayer. 

Thu 29 OXFORD The Trinity. Workshop at Diocesan 
Church House 10am-4pm with Gerald Hegarty, 
Director of Studies St Albans and Oxford Ministry 
Course. Cost £10.To book Jeni Hobbs01865 208252. 

Thu 29 OXFORD Service of Thanksgiving to mark 
5th anniversary of the ordination of women to 
the priesthood 7.30pm at Christ Church 
Cathedral. Preacher: Bishop of Oxford. Celebrant: 
Revd Julia Wilkinson. If anyone would like to sing 
please ring Revd Ann Ballard 01296 668260. 

Thu 29 AMERSHAM Fourth of Amersham 
Millennium lectures: Bishop Rowan Williams on 
‘Educating the Spirit - has our education system 
got it wrong?’ Tickets £5, concessions £2.50. 8- 
10pm at St Michael’s Church, Sycamore Road. 

We try to fit in as many requests as possi- 
ble but cannot guarantee that your entry 
will be included. 


Thu 29 WOODCOTE Concert by Cambiata 8pm at St 
Leonard’s Church. Tickets £6 inc wine from 01491 
681557 or 01491 680779. 

Fri 30 READING Concert at St Mary the Virgin 
12.15pm with Evelyn Fisher. Admission free. 

MAY 

Sat 1 GERRARDS OIOSS Prom Praise Picnic at WEC 
headquarters, Bulstrode from 3pm with All Souls 
Orchestra. Tickets £9/£ll. 3-5pm Exhibitions; 6-7pm 
Prom Praise part 1, 7.20-8.15pm Prom Praise part II. 
Closing address Jim Graham. Send cheques (payable 
Gold Hill Baptist Church) to Church Office (PPP) Gold 
Hill Baptist Church, Gold Hill Common East, 
Chalfont St Peter, Bucks SL9 9DG. Tel: 01753 887173. 

NOTICES 

GREAT MISSENDEN SS Peter and Paul Church offers 
cream teas every Sunday until September 26, 3-6pm. 
£2.20 for scone, cake, tea/cold drink. Wheelchair 
access. Details Brenda Crocker 01494 863476. 
COLUMN SPEAKERS We have eight speakers avail- 
able. Make: TOA; rated lOw. 70cmxl0cm. With 
mounting brackets. Offers. Buyer collects. Contact 
St Clement’s Parish Office 01865 246674. 

NEW CAROLS Independent Christian record com- 
pany Mainstage Music invites you to submit new 
carols for their 1999 Christmas album. All profits 
to Tearfund. All entries must be previously unpub- 
lished. Both words and music should be submit- 
ted before May 1st, 1999 with SAE to Mainstage 
Music (Carols 2000) 40 Skelley Road, Stratford, 
London E15 4BA. Tel 0181 555 5510. 

Walsingham Youth Pilgrimage 8-12 August 

Information and booking forms from Janet Marshall 
01328 821073. Or write to The Priest Administrator, 
The Shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham, The College, 
Walsingham, Norfolk NR22 6EF. 


Pilgrimage to 
Taize 
July 17-26 

Led by the Bishop of 
Reading. For young 
adults 16-25. Cost £160 
Find out more on 
April 17 at St Peter's 
Church, Didcot at 
730pm. 

Details Andrew Gear 
01865 208253. Email: 
youthofficer@oxford.a 
nghcan.org 


The DoorPost is a supplement to The DOOR and is published by the Oxford Diocesan Board of Finance. The DOOR is published ten times a year (not in August or January) and 
is distributed free of charge to churches in Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire. Artwork by Simon Smith. 

Editorial address: The DOOR, Church House, North Hinksey, Oxford 0X2 ONB. Telephone: 01865 208200. Fax: 01865 790470. Email: door@oxford.angUcan.org 






I 


fi/rfv* 


at Gartmore 
in the Tros6achs 


A Different Kind of Holiday 

Gentle activity holidays designed for the over 35s. 
Wide range of activities or skills to learn (eg. water 
colour painting, crafts, cooking etc) in comfortable 
surroundings and a stunning setting. 
Gartmore House, nr Aberfoyle, Stirling 
. |1IIt Jl for a brochure phone 01577 352553 
^ . I'/.llirV or Email: holidays@gartmore.uk.com 



SPRING HARVEST 
PWLLHEII 

(and at any other time of the year!!) 

Stay in Sea front, en-suite accommodation in 
Criccieth and your fees will support evangelistic 
outreach in N. Wales. 

The Neptune Hotel, 22 Marine Terrace, 
Criccieth LL52 OEF 

Specialists in individual and group bookings 

For further details or booking enquiries, phone 
Andrew Bradley on 01766 530209 
e-mail: antlrewbnid@aol.com. 
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Warwick Road, Beaconsfield, Bucks HP9 2PL 
Tel: 01494 672919 

A miniature world depicting rural England in the 1930s. 

Lose yourself in a wonderland of make-believe with Gauge 1 model 
railway and working models. 

Souvenir Shop - Refreshment Kiosk - Play Area 
'In a world of its own' 

Open: Feb 13th - Oct 31st 10-5 Adults £3.60 Children £2.20 

By road: Jnct. 2 M40. By train: Marylebone/Beaconsfield/Birmingham 


VERULAMIUM 

The Museum of everyday life 
in Roman Britain 



Open Mon-Sat 10am-5.30pm Sun 2.00-5.30pm 
VERULAMIUM MUSIEM 
St Michaels, st Albans. Tel: 01727 866100 


Step back in time to the 
golden age of the 
Great Western Railway 

EASTER STEAMINGS 

GOOD FRIDAY 2 TO 
MONDAY 5 APRIL 

STEAM TRAINS EACH DAY 

Children's Easter Egg Hunt 
Sunday/Monday 


Railway Experience Days 

Realise a childhood ambition & drive a steam 
engine. Ideal for that special anniversary gift 


Entry at Didcot Parkway rail station - 
signed from A34 

Refreshment room : : Picnic area 
Open daily 2 April to 26 September I0am-5pm 

DIDCOT RAILWAY CENTRE 
DIDCOT : OXFORDSHIRE 

Tel: Didcot (01235) 817200 



^ p • Clare Priory offers the 
opportunity to share in 
the daily routine of the 
Augustinian friars and 
lay community and 
where you will find 
peace, prayer and spiritual renewal. 

For private or guided retreats for individuals 
or groups, please contact the Secretary 
(Mon-Fri 09.30-14.00) - 01787 27732 6 
Clare Priory, Ashen Road, Clare, 

Nr Sudbury, Suffolk CO10 8NX 
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THE NATIONAL TRUST 


$ 


CHEDWORTH ROMAN VILLA 

YANWORTH, nr CHELTENHAM 
Telephone 01242 890256 

Information line 01684 855371 

• The best exposed Roman villa in Britain 

• Bath-houses, hypocausts, museum 

• Water shrine, mosaics. Audio tour 

• Video introduction • National Trust shop 

• EVENTS THROUGHOUT THE YEAR • 

ACTIVITY DAYS. PICNIC DAYS, BATWALK, 

POTTERY WORKSHOP, CHILDREN'S ACTIVITIES 
• OPEN: Mar-Nov 10-5. (Closed Mondays) Adults £3.40. Child £1.70. Family £8.50 
Additional charge for some events. 



TUESDAY 13 APRIL - SATURDAY 24 APRIL 


A 


Jane Austen's 

ersuasion 

Adapted by Mark Healy 

&/ie ^Z/ieatw liimdd&v id de/i<jAted to 

/wwdevit Sdudte/n J /adt and fioddi/dy modt 
wommitic novel 


usten's heroine, Anne Elliot, has 
V 7/ "claims of birth, beauty, mind and 
Cx q fortune". She and the handsome 
Captain Wentworth of His Majesty's Navy have met 
and separated some years before. Their reunion 
forces a recognition of the false values that drove 
them apart. . . . 

A charming story of love and marriage, 

Persuasion, sparkles with Jane Austen's 
perceptive wit and her wry 
observations of nineteenth century 
English society. Add to this heady 
mixture the romance of the sea and 

M 

the gloriously elegant styles of the 
period, and Persuasion promises to 
be a delightful spring-time treat. 
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ANTIQUE AND 
COLLECTORS’ FAIRS 


Sunday 18th April 1999 - 10am-4.30pm 
BENSON, OXON 

At the New Parish Hall, iust off the busy A4074 (formerly 
the A423), near Wallingford. Fully signposted. Cafeteria. 
Free level parking. 50 quality stands of Silver, China, 
Jewellery, Furniture, Crystal and much more, Entrance 50p 

Enquiries: Tel 0118 988 7091 


Christian Centre for Healing and Wholeness 

CAUTLEY HOUSE 



A haven of love and healing 
in a needy world, offering 

• Ministry for Healing • Rest and Refreshment 

• Private retreat • Holiday • Daily Services 

Groups and individuals welcome on daily or residential 
basis. First class facilities. 16 bedrooms, all en suite, most 
with sea views. (Residential Conferences - 30 beds) 
BARGAIN BREAKS - 

A week's full board for £1 60.00 per person 
Director: Revd. Patrick Jones. 

Contact: Cautley House, 

95 Seabrook Road, Seabrook, Hythe, Kent CT21 5QY 
Teb 01303 230762 



OLD ALRESFORD PLACE 

Winchester Retreat House & Conference Centre, 
Alresford, Hampshire S024 9DH 
Tel/Fax 01962 732518 

SPRING/ SUMMER 1999 PROGRAMME 

15-18 March TRADITIONAL LENTEN RETREAT - Sister 
Carol, CHN 

19-21 March THEREFORE LET US KEEP THE FEAST - Revd. 

Jim Cotter. Meditations and Menus for Passiontide 

4- 7 May CIRCLE OF EMPOWERMENT - Sister Anne 

Davey 

28-30 May ONE MORE STEP - Retreat with Walking 
28 June-2 July MYERS BRIGGS RETREAT - Dr Ruth Fowke 

5- 8 July POTTERY. POETRY AND PRAYER - Revd David 

& Mrs Miggi Scott 

2-9 August PAINTING & PRAYER: CALM Tutor Philip 

Mann, Chaplain: Preb. Geoffrey Sunderland 
15-20 August OPEN DOOR RETREAT with individual guidance 
Canon Terry Pinner, Mrs Alison Halliwell 


Community of 
All Hallows 

Anglican (open to all) 
Dltchlngton, Bungay. NR35 2DT. 

Tel: 01986 892749. 

We run Retreat Centres for group bookings and 
Retreat Houses for individual bookings. 

We offer week, weekend and midweek-breaks. 

A choice of full board of self-catering. We also 
offer a programme of retreats throughout the year. 
A registered charity. 



HOLLAND 
HOUSE 

Retreat, Conference 
and Laity Centre 

Cropthome, Pershore, Worcs 01 386 860330 
email: laycentre@surfaid.org 

Events March 1999 

March 15 - Montgomery Lecture 

Prof John Hull 'The False Theology of the Post 
Imperial Church' £7 (inc. dinner) 

March 22/23 - Quiet Days 

Revd Dr Susan Cole-King £16 each 

March 26-28 - Enneagram (Basic) 

Led by Jean Davies £70 


Barnes Close 
Conference and Retreat 
Community Centre 

for Reconciliation Situated in lovely countryside beside 
Wasely Hills Country Park, 
close to M5 Junction 4 

EXPLORING STILLNESS RETREAT 
LED BY REV K GREEN 
7-9 June 1999 

CONFLICT RESOLUTION COURSE 
LED BY REV J. JOHANSEN-BERG 
10-14 August 1999 
For information, contact: 

CfR Barnes Close. Chadwich. Bromsgrove B61 ORA 
Tel: 01562 710231. Fax: 01562 710278 


THE COLLEGE OF PREACHERS 

Promoting excellence in preaching in all the churches 

PREACHING AND WORSHIP 

A day conference in association with the Institute of Liturgy and 
Mission, examining the place of the sermon in worship today and in 
the future 

Sarum College, Salisbury 
Friday 11 June 1999 

PREACHING CHRIST FOR A NEW MILLENNIUM 

A major international conference 

University of Kent, Canterbury 
10-13 January 2000 

with an interdenominational team of leading speakers including Dr 
David Schlafer (U.S.A.) 

Contact: The Administrator 
College of Preachers, 10A North Street, 

Bourne, Lincolnshire 
PE10 9AB 

Tel./Fax: 01778 422929 
email: collpreach@mistral.co.uk. 
www3.mistral.co.uk/collpreach 
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Neale House 
Conference Centre 

Moat Road, East 
Grinstead 

West Sussex RH19 3LB 
01342 312552 
The Sisters of St 
Margaret’s Convent extend 
a very warm welcome for 
Day and REsidential 
weekends up to 40 beds. 
The Victorian house is open 
all year round for 
conferences, Alpha and 
Parish groups. 

East Grinstead Railway 
StaUon is 10 minutes from 
Neale House, which is 50 
minutes from Victoria, 
London. 

Please contact us and be 
assured Uiat every 
assistance will be given to 
accommodate your 
requirements. 
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St Petersburg 



Giselle 

Wednesday 7, Thursday 8 April 


Swan Lake 

Monday 5, Tuesday 6, Friday 9, Saturday 10 April 



Box office & Reading 

0118 960 6060 


Animated True Stories 
for Children on Video!! 




| SHEMA The Promise begins . . . 

I BERNADETTE The Princess of Lourdes 
J FRANCIS The Knight of Assisi 
| PATRICK Brave Shepherd of the Emerald Isle 
I THE DAY THE SUN DANCED The True Story of Fatima 
^ NICHOLAS The Boy Who Became Santa 


(Cheque/PO made payable to FIFTH AVENUE FILMS and send toH 
FIFTH AVENUE FILMS PO Box 2001 Hockley Essex SS56HU 
Please charge my Visa/MasterCard 

NO I I I I I I I I I I I I 

Expiry Date | | | / | | | Signed 

Date 

For credit card orders phone: 01702 232396 

Name and Address in capitals: 


| ! Postcode . 
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